
Prospect 
The Parish Magazine 

of the Shingay group of Parishes 

Carvings on the exterior of St Catherine’s Church, Litlington 

Abington Pigotts + Guilden Morden 
Litlington + Steeple Morden 

Tadlow + Wendy 



Prospect 
The Parish Magazine of the Shingay group of parishes 

www.shingaychurches.co.uk 
Rector &  
Prospect  
Editor

Canon Shamus Williams MA 
The Vicarage, 18 High Street, Guilden Morden, Herts SG8 0JP 
01763 853067  Day off normally Monday

Associate 
Priest

Revd. Ann Bol 
36 Hillfield, Foxton, Cambridge CB22 6RZ 
01223 871058 RevAnn801@gmail.com 

Retired 
Priest

Revd. Judi Clarke,  
8 Munkman Close, Potton, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2BY 
01767 262132 judi195@btinternet.com

Licensed Lay 
Minister

Mr Cyril Harris 
10 Silver Street, Litlington 01763 852107 

In addition to the above persons, also Ministry Team members:  
Mr. Mike Birrell, Mrs. Fiona Davis, Mrs. Cicely Murfitt

Bellringing Mr Alan Boyd, Guilden Morden 01763 852354 
Mr Paul Newman, Litlington 01763 244167

Prospect Production

All advertising 
& editorial 
copy to:

Dr Alex da Costa 
alexdacosta@me.com  07496 163453 

Advertising 
enquiries:

Mrs Gillian McKee 
Hill House, Cheyney Street, Steeple Morden, Herts SG8 0LR 
shingayprospectadverts@gmail.com 01763 852380

Deadline for October issue - September 15th. 
Please send all material for inclusion direct to  

Alex da Costa rather than via the Rector. Thank you.   

mailto:RevAnn801@gmail.com
mailto:judi195@btinternet.com
mailto:alexdacosta@me.com
mailto:shingayprospectadverts@gmail.com


1

This summer has been a lively one in the land of The Church of 
England’s Twittersphere (is that a word?). Some clergy and laity alike 
reacted strongly to a report suggesting parochial clergy were “limiting 
factors”, and less than active laity merely “passengers”. These phrases 
were taken as insulting, and plain wrong. A lot of rowing back on the use 
of these phrases has gone on since then.                                                                           
 I mention this obscure world of church politics, as it has prompted 
a movement being called “Save the Parish”. Some have felt increasingly 
that concentration of both resources and commitment should be on the 
life of parish churches, rather than other church outreach, less obviously 
parochial in nature. This is a huge subject. Not least of the challenges 
lying ahead for parish churches is the increasing costs and energy 
needed to maintain the fabric of the buildings. Here as elsewhere, we 
are grateful to “Friends” groups of the churches who assist with this big 
task. Ultimately I think some arrangement between the State and The 
Church Commissioners will have to occur, as fewer and fewer 
parishioners are able to cope with maintaining so many historic 
buildings. This and many of the issues which “Save the Parish” is all 
about is a long way above my “pay grade”! Even if you are not a 
churchperson, you may have a concern about the church buildings, and 
I would hope have an interest in local Christian church ministry 
continuing based on the local ecclesiastical parish. Although I am 
thinking of The Church of England here, some other denominations may 
have an interest and concern about the parish too. The parish was 
described at the “Save the Parish” launch event as where “worship and 
pastoral care are offered to everyone, and it models an association of 
ages, classes, and cultures in a place, as the Early Church did”, and the 
parish church building “speaks in itself of other values than the 
mercenary and the utilitarian. . .” 
 My impression is that “Save the Parish” has scratched an itch felt 
in many a parish up and down the land.  You can view the launch event 
here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_ZSmNuVKRXY&list=WL&index=2&t=459s 

An embryonic website is at http://savetheparish.com 

      Shamus Williams 
David and Pamela Sharp should like to thank the very many people who 

Rector’s Letter Shamus Williams 
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THANK YOU FROM DAVID AND PAMELA SHARP 

David and Pamela Sharp should like to thank the very many people who 
have sent flowers, cards, letters and messages on social media 
following the sudden death of their treasured daughter, Julia Parrish. 
They have been comforted by the love, affection and words of sympathy 
extended to them and by the wonderful tributes to Julia at this traumatic 
time. 

ST PETER & ST PAUL’S CHURCH NEWS 
CAFE CHURCH and OPEN AIR CAFE 

As we start to emerge from lockdowns, Cafe Church will be held on the first 
Friday in the month, starting in October, and the Open Air Cafe will 
continue on the third Saturday. Dates for your diary are therefore - 

Open Air Cafe, 10.30-12.30  18th September 
     16th October 
Cafe Church, 9.30-11.30  1st October 
     6th November 

We look forward to seeing you! 

HARVEST LUNCH 
Our Harvest Lunch will follow the Family Harvest Service on Sunday 3rd 
October.  It will again be a bring-and-share but if you prefer not to ‘bring’ 
you are asked to donate £3.50. Please contact Anne on 853490 to arrange 
what to bring, so that we get a good selection of food to share. Everyone is 
welcome. 

The lunch will be at 12 noon and will follow the service which will be at 
11am. Please bring dry goods for donation to Jimmy’s. If you can’t get to 
the service please leave donated goods at the back of the church on 
Saturday. 

TIME CAPSULE 
Are you thinking about what you can put in the Time Capsule that will be 
hidden in the church?  This is for everyone, not just church people, and will 
cover March 2020 to December 2021. We are looking for a variety of 
memories – good, bad, amusing - souvenirs and photos. Anything you 
would like to have included. We look forward to receiving a lot of interesting 
contributions.  If in doubt please ring Gilly on 852380 or Anne on 853490. 
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21st October 
Caroline Pook “Coco Chanel” 

18th November  
Les Boland “How to Solve a 

Murder or Two” 

19th December  
Christmas Meal 

Venue tbc 

Everyone is welcome and if 
anyone wish to join us for any 

event, please contact Joyce on 
01763 852087.

Please come to the 

21st ASHWELL BOOK WEEKEND
in St Mary’s Church, Ashwell

Friday 8th October from 
3.00pm-6.00pm – new for 2021

Saturday 9th October from 
10.00am-5.00pm

Sunday 10th October from 
1.30pm-4.30pm  

Note change of weekend!         

Entrance £1.00 Children under 16 free
A great selection of books to browse 

through and buy
Tea, Coffee and Homemade cakes 

available

All money raised goes to St Mary’s 
Church Restoration Fund

 

 

 

LITLINGTON BOOK CAFÉ 
10am– 12noon 

First Saturday of every month 
St Catherine’s Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fresh tea & coffee … home-baking                       
books, jigsaws & magazines 

Come and see our new kitchen and toilet! 
COVID precautions in place 
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Smarties Preschool 
‘GOOD’ OFSTED INSPECTION 2018 

We have places available from Age 2  

To Book your Place:  01763 852888 
smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden 
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 

We also run a Breakfast, Afterschool & Holiday Club too! (Age 3+) 
      

COME AND SEE OUR FANTASTIC FOREST SCHOOL  
& OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 

Charity Commission Number: 1031476 Ofsted Registration: EY434661

Smarties Breakfast & Afterschool Club 
For children aged 3-14 

7.45am-8.50am 
3.10pm-6.00pm 

 Bookings: 
01763 852888 or smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street 
Steeple Morden 

www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 
Please feel free to contact us to come and look around. 

Available to children from all local areas,  
open 48 weeks of the year. 

WE ALSO HAVE A FANTASTIC OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 
& USE OF THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND  

http://www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
mailto:smartiesmanager@gmail.com
http://www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
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Educating Children through Play 

CONTACT US NOW to BOOK your child's place 
for September!

We take children from 2 years and incorporate daily activities for rising 5-
year-olds. We have EXCELLENT outside learning facilities to cater for all.

OFSTED rated 'GOOD'
Contact us on 07984 935193, email us on admin@litlingtonpreschool.net or you 
can send us a message via our Facebook page ' Litlington Pre-School'

Charity Number 1022387

Front of House, Weekend Housekeeping, Bar, Overnight Staff

South Farm  Shingay-cum-Wendy  Royston  Cambridgeshire  SG8 OHR      
www.south-farm.co.uk

South Farm is the leading venue in the county for Weddings and  
Special Occasions and we are looking to add more key members to our team.  
With over 200 weddings and large events this year, our appeal is the idyllic 

country setting, superlative homegrown food and fantastic planning and service. 

Front of House, Weekend Housekeeping, Bar & Overnight Staff 
If you are over 18, local, with good work ethics and looking  

for part-time or full-time work then please get in touch. 
Flexible hours, including shifts to fit around other commitments,  

college hours or childcare. Pay dependant on age and experience.  
Please send CV’s to becky@south-farm.co.uk   

mailto:admin@litlingtonpreschool.net
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I don't feel safe living 
alone these days.

I wish there was 
someone to look in on dad 

when I can’t visit. 

I can't manage any 
more without some 

support.

It would give me peace 
of mind to know someone was 
regularly looking in on mum.

I wish I had 
someone to 

talk to.

The Mordens & Litlington 
Mobile Warden Scheme

The Mordens & Litlington Mobile Warden Scheme is a registered charity 
and has been supporting our local community for over 20 years. The charity is 
subsidised by local councils. A small charge is made to users of the service.

The Mobile Warden Scheme has helped many people in The Mordens, 
Litlington and Bassingbourn to live independently in their own homes.

Your community warden is DBS checked, fully insured and works 
confidentially and in compilance with current Covid-19 guidelines.

The help you need, 
when you need it.

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from daily contact (Mon-Fri), 
or needs advice with health, social or welfare issues - we can help! 

Call us on 07841 025 107 or email mobilewardenscheme2021@yahoo.com
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SEPTEMBER
Wed 1st 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 

toddlers

Sun 5th 10.30am Cafe service in the school room

3.00pm Regional Songs of Praise at Roxton 
Chapel

Mon 6th 10.39am Men’s Guild in the schoolroom

Wed 8th 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 12th 11.00am Service at Litlington, led by Angus 
McCormick

Wed 15th 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 19th time tbc Joint service with St Mary’s at St 
Mary’s

Wed 22nd 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 26th 10.30am
Joint Communion Service with 
Litlington at the Chapel. Sunday 
Club in the schoolroom

Wed 29th 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 3rd 10.30am

10.30 Family Harvest Festival 
Service followed by Harvest Lunch. 
Two course meal to celebrate a 
successful harvest. Contact Sandy 
on sandy@inteserv.co.uk for lunch 
tickets. Further details on the 
website/Facebook

Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 8.00pm.  
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com 

Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities contact Gerry 
Watkins 01763 852869  

Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com 

mailto:ajgenieman@gmail.com
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5th Sept (Trinity 14)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

12.30pm Steeple Morden Baptism

12th Sept (Trinity 15)
8.30am Wendy Parish Communion

9.30am Litlington Parish Communion

10.00am Abington Pigotts Family Service

10.45am Steeple Morden Parish Communion

11.00am Guilden Morden All-Age Worship

12.30pm Abington Pigotts Baptism

19th Sept (Trinity 16)
8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion (PB)

9.30am Litlington Morning Prayer

9.45am Steeple Morden Family Service

10.00am Wendy Morning Prayer

11.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion (United 
Service)

26th Sept (Trinity 17)
10.00am Litlington Group Communion for all 

parishes

 Calendar  of 
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St Mary’s, Guilden Morden
Jun 19th Remembering Bobby Hosie RIP 
Jul 9th In memory of Doreen Mitchell on her birthday RIP 

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys 
853217.

St Catherine’s, Litlington
Jul 30th Birthday of Vic Morgan RIP who died in 2016 –   
 remembered by his son, Paul 

If you would like the lights switched on, please contact Pam Sharp 
852425 or John Jenner 242127. The cost is still only £5/

St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 
Aug 16th To welcome the return of Lorinda and Nancy to Steeple  
 Morden  

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact 
David or Gilly McKee 852380.

Floodlight Diary 

  Services  
3rd October (Trinity 18)
9.30am Litlington Family Service (Harvest)

10.00am Wendy Parish Communion 
(Harvest)

10.00am Guilden Morden All-Age Worship (Harvest)

11.00am Steeple Morden Family Service (Harvest)

6.00pm Abington Pigotts Harvest Service

PB = 1662 Prayer Book 
Please see church notice boards or website shingaychurches.co.uk in 
case of the need to change any of these services at short notice. Thank 
you.

http://shingaychurches.co.uk
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You will receive a warm welcome at our Sunday services which commence at 
11.00 am unless shown otherwise.

SEPTEMBER
Sun 5th 3.00pm # Songs of Praise

Sun 12th Reverend Angus McCormick

Sun 19th Mrs Sandra Galton 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service

Sun 26th 10.30am * Mr Tony Frost

#   To be held at Roxton Congregational Church, High Street, Roxton, 
Bedford, MK44 3EB 
*    To be held at Guilden Morden Congregational Church, Pound Green, 
Guilden Morden, SG8 0JZ

Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. 
The 7.4 X 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and a separate 
kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables 
available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals and up to 45 for 
meetings and buffets.  

Contact Peter Shoard 01763 853427.

Litlington Congregational Church 



13

 �

Specialists in made to measure window coverings:

Beautifully made and locally produced Curtains and Roman Blinds

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and Aluminium Venetian Blinds

Plantation shutters and Awnings

Experts in home automated motorised solutions

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.

FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre, 

Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399

www.sageblinds.co.uk

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-4pm
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Mobility Assistance 
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by ‘Wheels for 
Martin’s Friends’, which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia 
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in 
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.  
 The Trustees of the ‘Wheels for Martin’s Friends’ charity would like to hear 
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or mobility 
aid. Call Peter Furmston 852125 or Heather Watts 852727 for further information. 

 

Berry Accounting Services 
Litlington, Royston 

 
Offering a friendly personal service for small 

businesses 

 

o Self Assessment Tax Returns 

o Annual Accounts 

o Tax Planning 

o Business Start-up Specialist 

o Business Planning & Support 

o Compliance / Disputes with HMRC 

o Mentoring 

o VAT Returns  

o Payroll Services 

 

Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements 
 

Tel:                     01763 852622 

 Mob:                   07850 426325 

Web:   www.berryaccounts.co.uk 

E-mail:        jim1berry@aol.com 
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01767 263028

19,000

01449 781210
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Established over 30 years

	 01767 631716    	 07808367542
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JORDAN 
OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD 

ESTABLISHED 1968 

An Independent oil boiler 
commissioning,  

servicing & breakdown company 

OFTEC Registered 
Approved Service Company for  

Grant UK  
& other leading boiler manufacturers 

All our vans carry a full range of  
genuine boiler spares 

Tel: 01438 355583  
 Mobile 07831 364607 

 

,QIR#VLJPD-RIILFH�QHW 
7KH�9LOODJH�+DOO��$VKZHOO��%DOGRFN��+HUWV��6*���3- 

ZZZ�VLJPD-RIILFH�QHW 

*HW�\RXU�RZQ�,7�6XSSRUW�'HSW����&DOO�-������������� 

4 1HZ�3&V�	�/DSWRSV��06�2IILFH�DQG�:LQGRZV����DGYLFH 

4 7XUERFKDUJH�\RXU�3&��JHW�RXU�66'�KDUG�GULYH�XSJUDGH��XS�WR�[���)DVWHU��� 
4 3URWHFWLRQ�IRU�\RXU�GDWD�DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�RQOLQH� 

4 6HUYLFLQJ��UHSDLUV�	�XSGDWHV�DW�VHQVLEOH�SULFHV 
4 4XDOLW\�HTXLSPHQW�WR�VXLW�\RXU�QHHGV�	�EXGJHW 

4 &XVWRPHU�VXSSRUW��DW�KRPH��WHOHSKRQH�	�RQOLQH 
4 :HEVLWH��GRPDLQ�DQG�HPDLO�KRVWLQJ 
4 1HWZRUNV�IRU�KRPH�RU�EXVLQHVV��:KROH�KRPH�:L)L� 

4 92,3�-�³,QWHUQHW´�WHOHSKRQH�V\VWHPV 

&RPSXWHU�VXSSRUW�IRU�KRPH�	�EXVLQHVV 
With a personal touch 

$XWKRULVHG�5HVHOOHU 
5HVHOOHU�3DUWQHU 
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43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW 
01763 245000 or 01223 870440 

www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk 
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk 

 

 

For expert and friendly advice, please visit or call our fully equipped showroom (ample parking) 

Total Soft Water Ltd 

130 Cambridge Road, Hitchin, SG4 0JN 

Tel: 01462 455772 - www.totalso water.com 

Fed up with limescale and hard water? 

Banish the effects of hard water from your life forever with TOTAL SOFT WATER in Hitchin 

 

 Water So eners 
 Filters 
 Salt (take away or delivered) 
 So ener servicing & repairs 
 Fully equipment showroom (ample parking) 
 Authorised Kinetico supplier 
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

 19th – 21st November 2021 
St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 

It’s time to plan your tree for the Festival! 

As we emerge from lockdown, let’s make this year’s  
a spectacular celebration, with a bumper number of trees.   

We had 28 in our last Festival – 2019 – so can we 
beat that? 

Details will be available shortly, but meanwhile 
contact Anne (853490)  or Gilly (852380) if you have any 

queries. 

CREAM TEAS 
in aid of Church Funds 

Sunday 5th September 
2.30pm – 5pm 

at 

Hill House, 24 Cheyney Street, Steeple Morden 
(home of David & Gilly McKee) 

Tickets Adults  £5  Children under 12   £2 
from D &G McKee 852380 or  

The Post Office or  
on the day at the gate 
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