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Letter from our village churches 

“He who moves not forward, goes backward.” (J W von Goethe) 

Change.  We so often resist it. Sometimes passively, just hoping that by        
doing nothing, the call for change will disappear.  Sometimes actively, by 
pushing against it, fighting all that compels us to be different. 

Yet often, a different approach can have beneficial consequences. 

When the Pandemic struck in 2020, we were all forced to stop, think, and 
change how we did things.  For many of us, it gave us a chance to                     
re-evaluate our priorities.  For example, being kept away from family and 
friends helped us to realise just how truly important these relationships are. 

Sadly, many watched life being prematurely snatched away from loved ones 
and strangers, alike. These devastating loses highlighted the frailty of life 
and brought about a realisation that life is for living.  And some of us even 
learned new skills which have enhanced our lives going forward. 

In the Christian calendar there are times when we are called to reflect on 
transformational change: Lent is one of these times.  Lent is the 6-week            
period leading up to Easter, beginning on Ash Wednesday.  It is a time to 
slow down, to contemplate and to examine ourselves as Christians and           
disciples for Jesus.   

This, of course, is a life-long process that continues until our last breath, but 
Lent provides us with a regular opportunity to grow and deepen our                          
spirituality by engaging in the regular discipline of prayer and study, and 
deep reflection.  

In a similar way, when a church is “in vacancy” (when there is no Lead Vicar 
or Rector in a parish), this is a time for the church to reflect and examine its 
role in the community in which it inhabits; to consider how it might do things 
differently in future.  This is where we, in the Shingay Group of Churches, 
currently find ourselves.  Now is the time for all of us in the villages to              
consider what kind of church, what kind of ministry, we aspire to have in the 
future.  When these questions have been answered, we will then have a  
better idea about the kind of Rector we need to help us to get there. 

“I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good, to 
give you a future and a hope.” JEREMIAH 29:11 

 

Rev Ann Bol 
Associate Priest 

Shingay Group of Churches 
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EASTER EGGS WANTED 
For the past few years we have been sending Easter Eggs to children in    
refuges and last year, due to the generosity of many, we sent 60 or so.  

These go via Mothers’ Union on a confidential route.  We are looking for just 
ordinary chocolate eggs and if you are able to contribute they will be                     
received with joy and             
gratitude.  The Refuges can 
accept 50 and any surplus 
will be received with                
enthusiasm by HomeStart. 

For further information 
please contact Anne                 
Hassall (853490), Annie 
Bowen 
(cw.annieb@gmail.com ) or 
Gilly McKee (852380).  We 
look forward to hearing from 
you! 
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Lent Study 
with light soup & bread 

lunch 
 
 

Where: St Catherine’s, Litlington 
 
When: Tuesday mornings through-
out Lent 
 
What time: 11:00 am – 1:00pm 
 
We will be following the Lent Study: “Surrounded by Grace”. 
 
The essence of the Good News, as given to us through Jesus, is the                   
unearned favour or grace on offer from the all-powerful Creator of the world. 
This study is based on St John’s Gospel and explores the question of what is 
grace in a modern context.   
 
From the story of Jesus turning the water into wine at the wedding in Cana to 
his conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, John’s words affirm 
that the Lord’s favour extends to all no matter how insignificant we see                  
ourselves or our problems.   
 
Come and explore this with us. 
 
Outline  
7/3 Grace to overcome what was. 
14/3 Grace for the times when life’s too hard 
21/3 Grace for the broken heart 
28/3 Grace when things are chaotic. 
 
Each study is self-contained so come to one or every Tuesday. 

 
We also hold a short (30min) service of Morning Prayer every 
Tuesday at 10:00am, so feel free to join us for that as well.   
 
Or just come to the Lent Study and lunch.   
 
We would love to see you, whichever you decide to do. 
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Fancy Bellringing? 
We have been fortunate to have a 
group of young rookie Bellringers  
attending weekly training at                     
Litlington church and their dedication 
has certainly paid off.  

Three of the youngsters are now ringing 
solo and will soon be able to join the 
band for church service ringing.  

A core group of ringers have to cover 
Bassingbourn, Litlington and Guilden 
Morden churches and it is not possible 
to ring at all three towers on a Sunday 
morning. New adult ringers are needed 
to supplement our numbers.  

Bell ringing is a more challenging                  
activity than people imagine and it helps 
to keep you fit. It usually takes about a 
year to become proficient in controlling the speed and striking of the bell and 
then to develop skills in ringing methods.       

Please contact Paul Newman on 07831 175459 if you would like to have a 
taster  session.  

Diane and David Donnelly 
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Café Church 

In Steeple Morden 
 

Cafe Church will be open from 9am  
on Fridays in March 

 
Everyone is welcome for 

tea, coffee, home-made cakes, chat & 
toys for the children. 

St Catherine’s Church 
 

Litlington Book Cafe 
10am — 12noon 

 

Held on the first Saturday of  
each month in Church 

 

4th March, 1st April      
  
  

 

We have a selection of 
freshly  brewed coffees,   
specialist teas and a range 
of freshly-baked cakes and biscuits. 
 
Our extensive second-hand book  
stalls offer books for sale for all the family. 
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All types of   

 

Landscaping                             
&                                     

Grounds Maintenance                        
 

Fully Insured 
Free estimates 

28 years experience 
 

Call: 01763 260887  
s.buchan304@btinternet.com 

 

01767 263 028  

Also NHS & 
private flu 

vaccinations! 

01482 742250  ashwell.pharmacy22@gmail.com 
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In The Garden                              Dominic Brigstocke  
Yasmeen’s a bit busy this week so she’s handed over to the under-
gardener again. Apologies. 

Those of you who’ve been enjoying my contributions to this gardening           
column will know that I’m keen on high returns for little effort. With that in 
mind, this time of year is dominated by the emergence of Spring bulbs and 
so I’ll share my thoughts about them.  

I love bulbs; if you go out into our garden at Christmas, there’s nothing going 
on. But a week later, at New Year, you can be sure to find the first signs of 
daffodils and snow drops pushing up through the frozen ground, bringing the 
promise of longer days and warmer weather in the months ahead. 

Spring bulbs are really good value in the garden. By their nature, they 
spread and produce more plants without us having to do anything. Plant a 
dozen daffodils this year and they’ll soon multiply exponentially to give a                    
really good display in just a few years. I’ve found that the best place to put 
them is under the leaf canopy of trees which are bare now but which will                  
become much more dense later in the year and thus unsuitable places for 
many other plants.  

You can leave the daffodils there to die down after flowering so that the                                
nutrients from the leaves are returned to the new bulbs forming underground 
and ready to appear the following year. How you choose to spread them, 
once they are dormant, is down to your patience and strength. If you’re in a 
hurry, it’s perfectly effective to use a spade to turn over a short trench of turf, 
disturb the soil underneath and place the bulbs about four inches deep                   
before replacing the grass. But that can result in a rather formal arrangement 
with the bulbs in a row and if you’re feeling more creative, perhaps buy a 
bulb planter (a sort of round spade which you can push into the ground to dig 
a single hole) and plant the bulbs in a pleasing pattern. Because some                    
daffodils come up earlier than others, you can organise them to flower from 
the beginning of February right through to April. 

Snow drops also seem to do very well 
around here; a few planted years ago have 
now become generous drifts across the        
flower beds. When they get too numerous 
and tightly grouped together, it’s time to split 
them up. Snow drops don’t transplant well as 
bulbs (they’re small and dry out too easily), 
so you plant them ‘in the green’. That means 
digging them out when they have leaves, 
splitting up the bunch and transplanting small 
groups of the entire plants. They will look        
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Floodlight Diary 

St Mary’s, Guilden Morden   

9 February  A beacon of light celebrating the first birthday of Elliot   
Martin Vaughton who has brought so much joy into so 
many lives 

13 February   In loving memory of Joe Holroyd from Pat and all the fami-
ly. RIP dearest Joe. 

5 March   Thinking of Violet Haskell, with love, on what would have 
been her 90th birthday.  Cynthia and John. RIP 

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys  
853217. 

St Catherine’s, Litlington    

16 February  In Memory of Bill and Rene Hazelwood RIP  

When two people request the church is floodlit on the same date, the lights 
are switched on for two days.  
The price is only £5 to have the lights switched on for an occasion or a                  
person. Please contact Pam Sharp 852425 or John Jenner  242127 

S Peter & S Paul, Steeple Morden  

10 March  In memory of Arthur Goddard RIP 

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact                                                                           
David or Gilly McKee 852380  

In The Garden  continued  

rather sad and wilted for a while, but invariably come up in their new position 
the following year. 

But the queen of Spring bulbs are the tulips; bright and spectacular, in a 
wide range of colour. They’re less resilient than the ubiquitous daffodils; a 
spell of hot weather or extreme cold and wet weather will make their              
displays less impressive, and they don’t generally do as well if left in the 
ground year after year.  

But a couple of dozen new tulip bulbs put at least six inches deep in a large 
pot of compost in the Autumn (it takes ten minutes, if that) will, with no effort 
or attention, reward you with a magnificent burst of colour the following April. 
Easy. 

 

Yasmeenart.net  
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Specialists in made to measure window  
coverings: 

 

Beautifully made and locally produced  
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 
 

Experts in home automated motorised  
solutions 

 

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS. 
 

FIND US AT 
Phillimore Garden Centre,  

Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn. SG8 6EY 
Tel: 01763 263399 

 

www.sageblinds.co.uk 
 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

http://www.sageblinds.co.uk
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The Mordens WI 

 
We are a small, friendly group of   ladies meeting on the third Thursday of 

the month, usually in Guilden Morden Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 

We have a wide variety of activities to choose from and  interesting                    
speakers throughout the year. 

On March 16th our speaker, Stephen Stackhouse, will tell us 
about "Life in a 1970's 5 star hotel kitchen" 

Trevor Chapman will talk about "Better health through better 
hearing" on April 20th. 

Our May 18th speaker, Peter Furmston, will tell us about                                       
"The Cosmetics Business" 

If you would like to join us, or to know more about The Mordens WI, please 
contact Joyce on 01763 852087.   

Transport can be arranged. 
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Calendar   of   Services 

5th March (Lent 2) 

8:30am Steeple Morden PB Communion 

9:45am Litlington Holy Communion 

10:00am Guilden Morden Family Service 

      

12th March (Lent 3) 

10:00am Litlington Group Communion * 

      

19th March (Mothering Sunday) 

8:30am Wendy Holy Communion 

9:30am Litlington Family Service 

9:30am Abington Pigotts Family Service 

9:45am Steeple Morden Family Service 

10:30am Guilden Morden United Service at Chapel 

      

26th March (Lent 5) 

10:00am Wendy Group Communion 

      

Please see church noticeboards in case of changes to this list. 

*=  Communion by extension                     PB = PrayerBook 
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Calendar   of   Services  

And Tuesdays 
Morning Prayer at Litlington Church, 10:00am 

7
th
 March 

14
th
 March 

21
st
 March 

28
th
 March 

followed by tea, coffee, and biscuits. 
Come, join and have a chat. 
Then, maybe stay on for Lent Study and lunch.         

A message from Rev Ann Bol: 

You will note that the pattern of services has changed  

The number of services on offer each Sunday is reducing, for at least a            
4-month trial period.  Parishes have been “paired” with adjacent parishes to 

minimise distances to travel: Abington Pigotts with Litlington; Steeple                
Morden with Wendy; Guilden Morden already “rotates” with the                            

Congregational Chapel.  Each pairing will have a Communion and Family 
Service every month, and there will be at least two Group Services each 

month.  The rotation of the services will be strictly adhered to, and identical 
for each church.  These changes have been made because: 

• the Archdeacon and Rural Dean feel that without a larger team, our 

current service pattern is unsustainable, and the number of services 
we have each week will discourage future applicants to the role of               
rector; and  

• the availability of our ministry team is reducing moving forward. 

I pray for your understanding and support during this time of change. Ann 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
 

The box collection will take place around the villages in                                           
February/March this year.   

I would like to give a large THANK YOU to everyone who continues to 
support this charity.  If anyone is interested in becoming a Box Holder 

please contact Janice Cook for more details. 01763 852243 
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JEREMY  RULE FUNERAL  SERVICE 
 

         Jeremy Rule. MBIE. Dip. FD.                                             Ben Rule. Dip. FD 
 
 

Independent Local Family Funeral Director 
 
 

Offering a caring service at all times from a family business  
while providing help & guidance at your time of need 

 
 

 

   Office & Chapel of Rest :                                                              Telephone : 

  12, Church Lane, Royston.                        01763 242560   
 

 
STEEPLE MORDEN VILLAGE HALL 

 
Steeple Morden Village Hall is available for hiring for parties,     

wedding receptions, club and social activities. 
 

It comprises: Tables, Seating for 120, Bar, Kitchen, Cooker, Fridge, 
Stage, Parking.  

 There is also limited Crockery & Cutlery 
 

Projector and screen available and Induction Loop Equipment  
– ask our booking clerk for more details. 

 
For bookings and prices please contact: 

 
Diane Knight 

33 Cheyney Street, Steeple Morden, SG8 0LR 
 

Tel 01763 853073  
(please don't phone between the hours of 6 - 7 p.m.)  

 

Mobility Assistance 
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by 'Wheels for 
Martin's Friends', which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia 
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in 
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.   
The Trustees of the 'Wheels for Martin's Friends' charity would like to hear 
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or               
mobility aid.                                                         
 

Call Peter Furmston 852125 for further information. 
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 

www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com 

March 2023 

Following the fire in the Chapel there are no services or meetings able to 
take place on the premises until later in April. The information below is our 
best forecast at this moment, but please visit our website (see above) for 

the most up to date information. 
  

Wed 1
st
 9.00am-11.00am 

Baby and Toddlers Group, meeting in 
the village hall 

Fri 3rd 14.00pm 
World Day of Prayer Service at              
Litlington Chapel 

Sun 5th 10.30am 

Café style service to be held in Guilden 
Morden Primary School.  Join us for 
refreshments in our relaxed style of 
worship. All welcome 

Mon 6th 10.30am Men’s Guild in the village hall 

Tue 7th 14.00pm COGS  in the village hall 

Wed 8th 9.00am-11.00am 
Baby and Toddlers Group, meeting in 
the village hall 

Sun 12th 11.00am Joint service at Litlington 

Wed 15th 9.00am-11.00am 
Baby and Toddlers Group, meeting in 
the village hall 

Sun 19th 10.30am 
Joint service with St Mary’s in GM          
Primary School 

Wed 22nd 9.00am-11.00am 
Baby and Toddlers Group, meeting in 
the village hall 

Sun 26th 10.30am 
Joint Communion Service with                 
Litlington at GM Primary School 

      

Other group meetings:  Locations TBA 
 Bridge Club          Mondays at 19.30pm  
 Knit and Natter        Alternate Tuesdays at 10am (village hall) 
 Local History Group   Wednesday 1

st
 March (SM village hall) 

 Film Club  Friday 17th March  (GM village hall) 
 Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 20.00pm.  

 
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com  

http://www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com
mailto:ajgenieman@gmail.com
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LITLINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH DIARY 

MARCH 

 

Sun 5th     11.00 am   Reverend Angus McCormick ( Communion Service) 

Sun 12th   11.00 am   Reverend Janet Wootton ( Joined by Guilden Morden 

                                   Congregational Church) 

Sun 19th   11.00 am   Mr Michael Resta 

Sun 26th   10.30 am  Mr Tony Frost ( Service at Guilden Morden  

                                  Congregational Church) 

  All are very welcome at our services 

Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. The 
7.4 x 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and a separate                        
kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables  
available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals and up to 45 for 
meetings and buffets. 

Contact : litcchurch@aol.com 

Home-Start Aquathon  
Home-Start are very aware that everyone in our local com-
munity, like us, have found it hard to raise funds over the 
past few years and we really want to help you raise funds 
for your school/organisation/club through our Home-Start 

Aquathon event.  

If you need to raise funds for equipment, a project or a trip, we can 
help you. All you need is a team of 6 swimmers to swim in relay on the 
night and gain sponsorship. Our Aquathon will take place on SUNDAY 
23rd APRIL between 6.00pm – 10.00pm at Royston Leisure Centre. 

Any sponsorship gained will be split 50/50 with Home-Start Royston, 
Buntingford and South Cambridgeshire and your school/organisation/ 
club.   

So pick your swimmers from teachers, PTA members, coaches,             
leaders, children, parents, family members and come and have some 
fun. We will organise paper sponsorship forms and online funding            
pages for your team. It is not a race, so please come along and have 
fun!   

Contact Tracy on 01763 262262 or email events@hsrsc.org.uk if you 
would like to get involved. 

mailto:events@hsrsc.org.uk
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Berry Accounting Services 

Litlington, Royston 
 
 

Offering a friendly personal service for small businesses 

 

• Self Assessment Tax Returns 

• Annual Accounts 

• Tax Planning 

• Business Start-up Specialist 

• Business Planning & Support 

• Compliance / Disputes with HMRC 

• Mentoring 

• VAT Returns  

• Payroll Services 
 

Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements 

 

Tel:                     01763 852622 

 Mobile:               07850 426325 

E-mail:        jim1berry@aol.com 

Web:   www.berryaccounts.co.uk 
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NEIL.J.CARTER        DECORATING SERVICES 

SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC DECORATING 

ESTABLISHED LOCALLY 1987 

USING THE MIRKA DUST FREE SYSTEM FOR A CLEAN AND HEALTHY WORKING 
ENVIRONMENT 

TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH THE REPAIRCARE WOOD REPAIR SYSTEM FOR 
DECAYED TIMBER 

I AM RELIABLE , CLEAN, AND CONSCIENTIOUS AND HAVE AN EYE FOR DETAIL 

FULLY INSURED 
 

37 EAST HATLEY 
EAST HATLEY                             email: 
SANDY                                          neiljcarter@hotmail.co.uk 
BEDFORDSHIRE                                                          
SG19 3JA  
TEL 07 967 657 085 

http://co.uk/
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Established for over 30 years 

01767 631716                               07808367542 
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Virginia Partridge   MCFHP, MAFHP                    
 
 

Tel: 07791  736  616 

Offering friendly, specialist foot care 
in the comfort of your                                      

own surroundings.    

  

 
  

 

 

Long nails * Problem nails 

Fungal infections * Athlete’s Foot 

Hard skin * Corns and Callus 

Tel: O7791 736 616 

Heron Self Help Scheme 
 

A volunteer scheme for Cambridgeshire residents only 
offering emergency transport to the doctor, hospital, etc. 

 

For help contact your co-ordinator as shown below.  
The charge for this service is 30p per mile payable to the driver. 

 
Steeple Morden                                   Hazel Smith      01763 852602 
Guilden Morden                                  Christine Furmston      01763 852125 
Litlington& Abington Pigotts                Hilary Sharp      01763 852272 
Bassingbourn & Kneesworth               Anna Burwitz   01763 256871  
Orwell & Wimpole                                Maggie Galan     01223 207307 
 

Please give at least 48 hours’ notice if at all possible and 
only request help between 9 am and 6 pm, and not on Bank 

Holidays, except in extreme emergency. 
CAN YOU HELP US TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED OUR SERVICES? 

We are in urgent need of volunteer drivers in all villages.  A mileage                           
allowance is paid, and insurance cover provided.                                                                             

Please contact one of the above, as appropriate, if you can help.  
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6a Shortmead Street 
Biggleswade 

Beds 
SG18 0AP 

Tel 01767 314798 
www.nrdaws.co.uk 

Email info@nrdaws.co.uk 
 

For all of your insurance needs including -  
Motor, Household, Landlords, Shop, Office, 

Liability & Business Combined 
 

Regulated and Authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority 
Registration Number 308647 

mailto:info@nrdaws.co.uk
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PAUL HUTLEY    
CARPENTRY 

 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF                               
CARPENTRY,                                          

REFURBISHMENT &                       
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

 

KITCHENS, DOORS,                    
STAIRCASES, 

FLOORING, WINDOWS,                      
TILING, 

WARDROBES/STORAGE. 
Please contact me for a quotation 

07702905915 
paulhutley1@gmail.com 
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