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Rector         Father Sam Perez, The Rectory, 18 High Street, Guilden 

Morden, Royston. rector.shingaychurches@gmail.com  
Day off Thursday 

Associate Priest Revd Ann Bol, 36 Hillfield, Foxton, Cambridge CB22 6RZ        
01223 871058     RevAnn801@gmail.com  

  

Licenced Lay Minister Cyril Harris, 10 Silver Street, Litlington. 01763 852107 

 Fiona Davis, 1 Silver Street, Guilden Morden 
01763 852454 

 Mike Birrell, 3 Town Farm Close, Guilden  Morden      

01763 852174 

 Cicely Murfitt is also a member of the Ministry Team 

Bellringing Kathy Tear, Guilden Morden          01763 853651 
Paul Newman,  Litlington               01763 244167 

  

Prospect Production  

All advertising & editorial 
copy to: 

Ann Lynn 
shingayprospect@aol.com 
07710577753 (please leave a message) 

Advertising  enquiries: Mrs Gillian McKee, Hill House,  Cheyney Street,                 
Steeple Morden  SG8 0LR   
01763 852380                                                                           
shingayprospectadverts@gmail.com  

Deadline for July/August edition - 15 June 
Please send all material for inclusion direct to Ann Lynn please.  

Prospect 
 

The Parish Magazine of  the Shingay group of parishes    
 

www.shingaychurches.co.uk 

mailto:rector.shingaychurches@gmail.com
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Rector’s Letter                                        Fr Sam 

Roughie 

I do not have any cats but there are a few cats that 
often pay a visit to my garden. Over time I have 
guessed that they are stray cats. One is golden-
orange so I call him Garfield. There is another one 
that is black/grey and white. I call this one Roughie. 
Roughie got that name because he always carries a menacing and defiant look and 
does not stick around for too long. 

Apparently, he has a reputation of being mean to other cats. Cat owners mention 
how Roughie comes into their gardens and attack their own pet cats. 

Not that long ago, I witnessed a conversation on social media where some of our 
neighbours were alerting the community that Roughie has been recently spotted 
injured. He seems to be limping and in pain. Yet, living up to his name, he would not 
let himself be taken care of. Even though he is injured, his tyranny of hurting other 
cats goes unstopped. 

There was something that really warmed my heart. One local cat owner said, if   
anyone was able to get hold of him, she would be still willing to take him to the vet. 
In the conversation thread it was very obvious that Roughie does not deserve good 
treatment because he goes around hurting his own kind. He is not loveable, nor 
kind. He does not receive food or cares with gratitude, and he is out there to hurt. 
Yet, none of that stopped this person from extending grace and be willing to help 
him out.  

Like Roughie, I too like walking out and about through the villages of the Shingay 
Churches and I was able to think about this act of kindness a bit further. In this                
gesture of the neighbour, I find fundamental Christian values of unconditional love, 
grace and community: Unconditional love in that there is love extended without 
reservations or conditions. It is not what is deserved, but what the loving-kindness 
of the lover gives. Grace, in that it is a gift unexpected, and not sought for. And         
lastly there is community, there is a communal concern for the well-being of this 
creature of God who is clearly suffering.  

I was reminded that in Christianity even suffering has a purpose. Suffering can draw 
us closer to God or draw others closer to God. Everything in our life has meaning; 
nothing in our life is meaningless. 

I also think how radically different would our community be, if we were all                      
concerned for one another just as we are concerned for Roughie. 
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Café Church In Steeple Morden 
Café Church will be open from 9am  

on Fridays during term time.  
 

6, 13, 20, 27 June 
 

We do not meet during school holidays. 
Everyone is welcome for tea, coffee, home-made cakes,  

toys for the children and chat. 
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Church News  
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Sharing Shelf 

Please note that Guilden Morden                   
Congregational Church still has their 
Sharing Shelf (previously known as the 
Sharing Table!) in the front porch.  

Our motto is 'Bring what you can, take 
what you need'.   

We have been fortunate and received 
many donations, but more is always                        
gratefully received; and please do take 
from the shelf if you need to. 
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Established for over 30 years 

01767 631716                               07808367542 
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In the Countryside                           Perry Littleboy 
If Spring begins with the Elder leaves breaking, then Summer begins with elder-
flower, now in full throttle (spoiler alert: Summer ends with elderberries).  Notice 
the heady-sweet smell of elderflowers when walking along hedgerows. 

Always look up into the skies when you hear the urgent alarm call of a Swallow.  
They have the acutest eyesight for a predator.  The two times I have seen a Merlin 
over my house has been thanks to our resident Swallows vociferously and                    
courageously chasing them off. 

I have never seen a Swallow catch a butterfly on the wing.  Have you?  You would 
think a butterfly would be such easy prey.  It is not as if butterflies are inedible.  In 
our church, there were often butterfly wings on the floor, which were a give-away 
for the presence of bats, which nip off the butterfly wings before swallowing the 
body.  Merlin, also catch both butterfly and dragonfly on the wing, picking them out 
of the air with a claw, before delicately consuming the insect in bite-sized chunks. 

And do Swallows hunt honey bees?  Swifts can often be seen above beehives,                
however, David Lack’s Swifts in a Tower reviews the findings of Swifts shot (I know!) 
and dissected for evidence of honey bee predation.  Apparently, Swifts will only 
take the stingless Drone (male) bee, which doesn´t make honey.  It is impressive 
that they make the distinction (albeit, the Drone is larger than the Worker bee). 

Hot summer afternoons, I find, can often have the soundscape of monotony, with 
no cadence to capture your heart, as in Spring, when the Warblers are… well…  
warbling.  Now, however, the Chiffchaff is incessantly chiff.. chiff.. chaff’ing; the 
Greenfinch´s distinctive wheeze is irritating; the coo of the Woodpigeon can seem 
endless, and the Yellowhammer’s “Little bit of bread and no cheese” is repetitive.  
According to Miriam Darlington, the Yellowhammer´s call may have inspired                 
Beethoven´s opening bars for his Symphony No. 5 in C minor (you know the one… 
“Da-Da-Da-Daaah).  The name, Yellowhammer, comes from the Anglo-Saxon Yellow 
ammer, meaning yellow bunting, but they are also called the Scribble lark, or 
Scribe, because their off-white eggs are scribbled in purplish-brown.   

It is well worth a visit to our Clunch pit wood.  You may be privileged enough to find 
a Grass snake or a Slow worm up there, and you can see butterflies such as the 
Speckled Wood (brown but speckly), the Small Heath (orangey-russet; usually sits 
with wings folded up); the Meadow Brown (larger, darker, with russet flashes               
underwing) and the Marbled White (pied).   

Next to the Clunch pit wood is our Wellhead Spring and I have often wondered why 
there were so few Minnows and Stickleback in the pool there (and correspondingly 
rare sightings of the Kingfisher).  Many of the “Spot-on” flea continued overleaf   In 
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In the Countryside   continued                    

and tick protection for dogs, contains Imidacloprid and Fipronil, which were banned 
in farming 10 years ago as too toxic, particularly to aquatic invertebrates.  Perhaps 
the accumulation of dogs swimming in the Wellhead Spring has had an effect on 
the invertebrates and, in consequence, the fish that feed on the insect life in the 
water.  In October 2023, over twenty NGOs’, including Wildlife Trusts, RSPB, Rivers 
Trusts and Angling Trusts, signed an open letter to Government calling for action. In 
this letter they pointed out that and I quote: “A single dose on a large dog of the 
neonicotinoid Imidacloprid – commonly found in tick and flea treatments – is 
enough to kill millions of honey bees”. Which, if true, is quite startling (speaking as 
a beekeeper).  But what to do about it?  Apparently, one can switch to tablets and 
also make sure dog poo is bagged and disposed of appropriately.  

Hemlock flowers at this time of year— the UK´s most deadly plant and the one that 
Socrates was forced to drink upon his death sentence in 399 BC.  Found alongside 
water, it smells of mice and has hairless stems with purple blotches. Beware. It may 
look like Cow parsley or Wild carrot but its purple blotches on the stems and shiny 
leaf, tell it apart. 

The Strawberry moon is on 11th June.  And finally, a collective noun to warm your 
hearts: for ladybirds, it is a “loveliness”!  
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St Catherine’s Church 
 

Litlington Book Cafe 
10am — 12noon 

 

Held on the first Saturday of  
each month in Church 

 
7 June,  5 July 

2 August 
   

We have a selection of 
freshly  brewed coffees,   
specialist teas and a range 
of freshly-baked cakes and biscuits. 
Our extensive second-hand book  
stalls offer books for sale for all the family. 
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               Morning Prayer at Litlington Church     
Tuesdays at 10am 

 

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th  May  
 followed by tea, coffee, and biscuits at 10.30am 

Come, join and have a chat. 

Calendar of Services  

1st June (Easter 7)   

8:30am Wendy Holy Communion 

10:00am Litlington Holy Communion  

11:00am Guilden Morden Holy Communion 

8th June (Pentecost)   

10:00am Wendy Group Communion 

3:00pm Steeple Morden Songs of Praise  

15th June (Trinity Sunday)  

10:00am Abington Pigotts 
Family Service  Holy Communion (Lil' 
Saints) 

10:00am Steeple Morden Holy Communion 

10:00am Guilden Morden United Family Service at Chapel 

22nd June (Trinity 1)  

10:00am Abington Pigotts Group Communion 

29th June (Ss. Peter & Paul, Apostles)  

10:00am Steeple Morden Group Communion 

6th July (Trinity 3)  

8:30am Steeple Morden BCP Holy Communion 

10:00am Litlington Holy Communion 

11:00am Guilden Morden Holy Communion 

13th July (Trinity 4)  

10:00am Guilden Morden Group Communion 
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JEREMY  RULE FUNERAL  SERVICE 
 

         Jeremy Rule. MBIE. Dip. FD.                                             Ben Rule. Dip. FD  
 
 

Independent Local Family Funeral Director 
 

Offering a caring service at all times from a family business  
while providing help & guidance at your time of need 

 
 

 

   Office & Chapel of Rest :                                                              Telephone : 

  12, Church Lane, Royston.                        01763 242560   
 

Floodlight Diary 
St Mary’s, Guilden Morden   

25 & 26 
April  

The lights were requested to shine out for Pat Leach and her family as 
they said their final goodbye to Ray RIP. 

8 May On the national celebration of 8o years since the end of the War in 
Europe. Remembering all those lives lost. 

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys  853217. 

St Catherine’s, Litlington    

When two people request the church is floodlit on the same date, the lights are switched on 
for two days. The price is only £5 to have the lights switched on for an occasion or a person. 
Please contact Pam Sharp 852425 or John Jenner 321347 

S Peter & S Paul, Steeple Morden  

3 May     To celebrate the birthday of Ann Hassall with love from her family 

8 May          The lights shine out specially on VE Day to celebrate 80 years of 
peace 

16 May         In loving memory of Syd & Edna Seymour RIP on their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary.  They lived in the village for 55 years from 1963 to 2018 

27 May         In loving memory of Ian Wallace Symington RIP on his birthday 

14 June         In memory of Major Alan Channing USAF RIP on his birthday 

21 June         In loving memory of Muriel Huffer RIP on her birthday 

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact                                                                           
David or Gilly McKee 852380  
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The Mordens WI 
We are a small, friendly group of la-

dies meeting on the third                        
Thursday of the month, usually in 

Guilden Morden Village Hall at                   
7.30 pm.  We have a wide variety of 
activities and interesting speakers 

throughout the year. 
 

If you would like to join us at any of 

our meetings, or to know more 

about The Mordens WI, please            

contact Joyce on 01763 852087. 

Transport can be arranged.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us for details: 
 

Mrs Gillian McKee, 
 Hill House,  Cheyney 

Street,  
                Steeple Morden  

SG8 0LR   
 

01763 852380   
shingayprospectadverts@gmail.com                                                            

CUSTOMS 
and 

CLASSICS 
 

All aspects of Vehicle bodywork                                      

and Restoration 

Cars, Vans and Motorcycles 

A friendly, family run business with a                  

lifetime of experience passing down to the 
next generation 

Full resprays    PCP vehicles 

Dents and scratches  Headlight Refurbishment 

Welding and fabricating  Detailing 

Restorations   MOT Welding 
 

Find us at: 
 Townsend Farm, Ashwell Road,                               

Guilden Morden  SG8 0JX 

 

Call Rob or Frey on 01763 853945 
Email: customsandclassics@outlook.com 

Facebook: Customs and Classics 
Instagram: customs.and.classics 

mailto:customsandclassics@outlook.com
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01767 263 028  
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Heron Self Help Scheme 
 

A volunteer scheme for Cambridgeshire residents only offering 
emergency transport to the doctor, hospital, etc. 

 

For help contact your co-ordinator as shown below.  
The charge for this service is 30p per mile payable to the driver. 

 

Steeple Morden                                   Frances Lucy     01763  852608  

Guilden Morden                                  Christine Furmston      01763 852125 

Litlington& Abington Pigotts                Hilary Sharp      01763 852272 

Bassingbourn & Kneesworth               Anna Burwitz   07592783566  

Orwell & Wimpole                                Maggie Galan     01223 207307 
 

Please give at least 48 hours’ notice if at all possible and 
only request help between 9 am and 6 pm, and not on Bank 

Holidays, except in extreme emergency. 
 

CAN YOU HELP US TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED OUR SERVICES? 
We are in urgent need of volunteer drivers in all villages.  A mileage                           

allowance is paid, and insurance cover provided.                                                                             
Please contact one of the above, as appropriate, if you can help.  

Litlington Congregational Church 

JUNE 
All are welcome at our friendly services 

                                                                                                                                                      
 1st                   11.00 am                            Mr. Frank Pearson 
 8th                  11.00 am                            Mrs Fiona Davis  ( Joined by Guilden Morden 
                                                                      Congregational Church)                       
22nd                11.00am                             Mrs. Sandra Galton- Communion Service 
29th                 10.30 am                            Mr Tony Frost ( At Guilden Morden  
                                                                      Congregational Church) 

 

HALL HIRE 
Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. The 7.4 m X 
5.7 m room has an independent entrance and a separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby 
area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables are available.It will accommodate up to 
30 people for meals and up to 45 for meetings and buffets. 
Contact:-  litcchurch@aol.com 
 

TO ALL WALKERS, CYCLISTS AND RUNNERS 
Do you fancy a break during your Sunday activities? We will serve refreshments to 
you in the Church hall or Church from 12.00 to 12.30 each Sunday.. Better still, why 
not come to the service at 11.00 am and then stay for refreshments and a chat. 
If you are part of a larger group then please email litcchurch@aol.com giving as 

much notice as possible so that we can plan for your visit. 
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 

June 2025 
www.guilden-morden-congregational-church.weebly.com 

Every Friday at 10.00am in the Chapel you are also welcome to join an informal 
gathering of those praying for our villages and our world. 

Sunday 1st June 10.30am Café style service. Come and join us for croissants and 
coffee in our relaxed style of worship.  All welcome.  

Monday 2nd June 10.30 – 12.00 Men’s Guild  
 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with our 

minister, Tony 
 7.00 for a 7.30pm start Community Choir 
Tuesday 3rd June 2.00 – 4.00pm COGS  
Wed 4th June 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots  
Sunday 8th June 11.00am Joint at Litlington Congregational Church led by Mr 

Thomas Dodd 
Monday 9th June 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with our 

minister, Tony 
 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start Community Choir 
Wed 11th June 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots  
Sunday 15th June 10.00am Joint Service at St Mary’s  
Monday 16th June 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start Community Choir 
Wed 18th June 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots 
Sunday 22nd June 10.30am Joint service with Litlington Congregational Church at 

the chapel including communion 
Monday 23rd June 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with our 

minister, Tony 
 7.00 for 7.30pm start Community Choir 
Wed 25th June 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots  
 

Other group meetings: 
 

Bridge Club Mondays at 7.30pm    
Community Choir      Mondays at 7.00 for a 7.30pm start 
History Group  First Wednesday of the Month alternating between Steeple  
                                         Morden Village Hall and GMCC  
Knit and Natter           2nd and 4th Tuesday of the Month  
Photographic Club  7.00 – 9.00pm Last Tuesday of the Month 
Needle Bees  Every 2nd Thursday 

     
Home group Zoom and face to face meetings Tuesdays 8.00pm 

Contact Emily for details emilymwilkinson@doctors.org.uk  
To book the rooms for social activities please contact Gina Ferrari ginaferrari57@gmail.com 

http://www.guilden-morden-congregational-church.weebly.com
mailto:emilymwilkinson@doctors.org.uk
mailto:ginaferrari57@gmail.com


www.shingaychurches.co.uk                                                                                    19                                                                                  

 

 
STEPHEN CHAPMAN 

Boiler Man 
OFTEC REGISTERED 

________________________ 
 

Servicing, Repairing & 
Commissioning                                   
Oil Fire Boilers 

Contact Julie in the office  
on 07519 721643  
or 01438 233612 

 
 

Email  

steveoilboilers@gmail.com 
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Specialists in made to measure window  
coverings: 

 

Beautifully made and locally produced  
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 
 

Experts in home automated motorised  
solutions 

 

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS. 
 

FIND US AT 
Phillimore Garden Centre,  

Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn. SG8 6EY 
Tel: 01763 263399 

 

www.sageblinds.co.uk 
 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

http://www.sageblinds.co.uk
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6a Shortmead Street 
Biggleswade 

Beds 
SG18 0AP 

Tel 01767 314798 
www.nrdaws.co.uk 

Email info@nrdaws.co.uk 
 

For all of your insurance needs including -  
Motor, Household, Landlords, Shop, Office, 

Liability & Business Combined 
 

Regulated and Authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority 
Registration Number 308647 

mailto:info@nrdaws.co.uk
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PAUL HUTLEY    
CARPENTRY 

 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF                               
CARPENTRY,                                          

REFURBISHMENT &                       
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

 

KITCHENS, DOORS,                    
STAIRCASES, 

FLOORING, WINDOWS,                      
TILING, 

WARDROBES/STORAGE. 
 

Please contact me for a quotation 
07702905915 

paulhutley1@gmail.com 
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