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Letter from our village churches 

I wonder how many people remember the famous line from the film, the 
Blues Brothers, where Elwood Blues, played by Dan Aykroyd, tells   
everyone, “We’re on a mission from God!”  

I have had a strange sense of needing to paraphrase this constantly, ever 
since I committed to becoming a Licensed Lay Minister (a role more widely 
known as a Lay Reader). None of my non-Christian friends have any idea 
what it means to be an ‘LLM’ - and indeed most Christian friends smile and 
nod, reluctant to admit that, whilst they believe they should know, they really 
don’t! 

So in brief, what do local Anglican Lay Readers whom you may know, such 
as Cyril Harris and Keith Stott, actually do? One of my tutors described the 
role as joining in the ‘Missio Dei’, which basically means ‘God’s mission in 
the world’. Hence the Blues Brothers reference! 

But what does this mean in practice? Well,  the main purpose of a Lay                   
Minister is to support our vicar or ‘incumbent’ (I put this in speech marks             
because it was an unfamiliar word for me - in fact, I kept hearing 
‘encumbered’ when my tutors first used it!). This includes being active in 
pastoral care within the villages and, of course, leading some services (if 
you’re not sure how to distinguish us from ordained clergy, look out for the 
blue scarf!).  

But it’s important to stress that we are not the only ones who provide this 
assistance - I look at the many people I have met in our group of churches, 
who do not have a title or training, but are still one hundred per cent                           
committed to quietly serving their church and the people in it. I pray that I am 
able to show even a fraction of 
the love and commitment I see 
in them.  

Nonetheless, I did feel a sense 
of awe on October 1st, when, 
with the six others who made a 
commitment to serve in the Ely 
Diocese, I was licensed in the 
majestic surroundings of Ely 
Cathedral, by the lovely,                       
refreshingly informal, Bishop of 
Huntingdon, the Rt Rev Dagmar 
Winter.  

It was what was known as a          
Triennial Relicensing                   
Service, which meant that all 
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Letter from our village churches continued 

current Licensed Lay Ministers in the diocese were there too to renew their 
licenses. I’ve never seen so many blue scarves in one place before! It was 
both humbling and deeply moving to feel that I had become a member of this 
peaceful little army of workers for God.  

I am so grateful to Ann Bol for her endless patience and support, and also to 
Shamus Williams, without whose encouragement I would never have                
embarked on this journey and probably never have completed it, with all the 
difficulties that Covid and my 
own full-time teaching role 
added to the rigorous              
training of the past three 
years.                      

Having now fully retired from 
teaching, and begun my                      
ministry in the Shingay 
group, I am excited to set 
out on this new ‘mission 
from God.’ All I need now is 
a 'Bluesmobile'! 

Fiona Davis 
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Café Church 
In Steeple Morden 

 
From 9am in  

November on the following Fridays – 

4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 

 

Tea, coffee, home-made cakes and chat 

 
Everyone is welcome 

St Catherine’s Church 
 

Litlington Book Cafe 
10am — 12noon 

 

Held on the first Saturday of  
each month in Church 

 

5 November, 3rd December   
  
  

 

We have a selection of 
freshly  brewed coffees,   
specialist teas and a range 
of freshly-baked cakes and biscuits. 
 
Our extensive second-hand book  
stalls offer books for sale for all the family. 
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All types of   

 

Landscaping                             
&                                     

Grounds Maintenance                        
 

Fully Insured 
Free estimates 

28 years experience 
 

Call: 01763 260887  
s.buchan304@btinternet.com 

 

01767 263 028  

ANNA PYE 

Artist   Printmaker    Tutor   

Christmas Open Studios 
2022 

 

Nov 26,27 and Dec 3,4 

10am to 4pm 
 

Original prints,  

patchwork, home  

textiles and cards 
 

3 Station Road                                        
Steeple Morden SG8 0NN    

www.annapye.com 
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Specialists in made to measure window  
coverings: 

 

Beautifully made and locally produced  
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 
 

Experts in home automated motorised  
solutions 

 

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS. 
 

FIND US AT 
Phillimore Garden Centre,  

Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn. SG8 6EY 
Tel: 01763 263399 

 

www.sageblinds.co.uk 
 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

CHRISTMAS TREE                          
FESTIVAL 

 18
th

 to 20
th

 November 

St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 

We’re hoping for a bumper number of 
trees this year so please make sure you 

plans are progressing. 

 

Details and registration forms are                       
available, so if you haven’t received them 
already please contact Anne (853490), 
Annie (852905) or Gilly (852380) if you 

have any queries. 

 

People are invited to bring toys for the Cambridgeshire Refuges to the 
Christmas Tree Service or earlier.   

They can also be delivered to Anne Hassallby arrangement  01763 853490.  

http://www.sageblinds.co.uk
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STEEPLE MORDEN VILLAGE HALL 

 
Steeple Morden Village Hall is available for hiring for parties,     

wedding receptions, club and social activities. 
 

It comprises: Tables, Seating for 120, Bar, Kitchen, Cooker, Fridge, 
Stage, Parking.  

 There is also limited Crockery & Cutlery 
 

Projector and screen available and Induction Loop Equipment  
– ask our booking clerk for more details. 

 
For bookings and prices please contact: 

 
Diane Knight 

33 Cheyney Street, Steeple Morden, SG8 0LR 
 

Tel 01763 853073  
(please don't phone between the hours of 6 - 7 p.m.)  
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In The Garden                              Yasmeen Brigstocke  
It seems poignant that in June we were celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s 
Platinum Jubilee and just a few months later we were saying farewell. 
Both occasions were very much a communal process and it highlights 
how much doing things together matters to us as human beings.  

I planted up the three barrels which are situated at the entrance to Guilden 
Morden Village Hall for the Jubilee celebrations and hoped that they would 
survive the summer. I realised very quickly that keeping the plants alive 
would be a problem as there wasn’t an outside tap in the vicinity and the 
summer temperature was beginning to soar. The options were to bring a few 
litres of water from home every time I passed the village hall or to be there 
when the hall was open for an event so that I could go and get water from 
the kitchen inside. I tried both for a couple of days and worked out that I just 
didn’t have the time to do either as the hall was usually only open when I 
was occupied looking after my family and the plants were beginning to look a 
bit unhappy.  

So I turned to social media and posted on our local Facebook page asking if 
anyone using the Village Hall could water the plants while they were there. I 
left a watering can for this purpose tucked behind the planters. To my              
surprise, a few people said they would be happy to oblige and this changed 
everything. A second watering can appeared, and whenever I have gone 
past I have noticed that they are always full of water ready to be used. What 
is really brilliant is that, not only have the plants survived, but they have 
grown vigorously, growing tall and in fact are still blooming now. They look 
healthier and better kept than quite a lot of my garden. I certainly couldn’t 
have kept them alive on my own. 

I am writing about this because I guess I am blown away by people’s                       
willingness to help and a realisation of the possibility that so much could be 
achieved collectively.  Which brings me on to climate change and having the 
ability to change things. As individuals we probably can’t do much, but as a 
community or group I think we can make a real impact and alter things for 
the better, whether it’s tree planting or reducing waste and CO2 emissions.  

For those of you who have seen the wooden barrels and wondered what the 
plants are, here’s the list: The large purple leafed plants with orange flowers 
on tall spikes are Cannas. The brightly coloured foliage is Coleus, which can 
be easily grown from seed. Cape Figwort, (Phygelius capensis) produce the 
soft orange long bell-shaped flowers and the Verbena and trailing geraniums 
were used for their amazingly long flowering ability. I think the calendulas 
may have been weeded out by accident, but the zinnias made it to flowering.  

So, a huge thank you to those of you who helped with the watering and I am 
looking forward to doing more community gardening ready for a spring                 
display.                                                               Yasmeen   Yasmeenart.net  
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Floodlight Diary 

St Mary’s, Guilden Morden   
1st October In celebration of the licensing of Fiona Davis as Lay Minister, at Ely 

Cathedral. 

7th October In memory of Martin Dellar, on the 25th anniversary of his passing. 
R.I.P. 
Because of Martin, there is now a registered charity called "Wheels 
for Martin's Friends," which raises funds for the provision of mobility 
aids for people in need within the Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, and 
Cambridgeshire region. Find out more 
here:  www.wheelsformartinsfriends.org.uk 

7th October  In memory of Rachael Cowley, on what would have been her 
30th birthday . R.I.P.  

21st October Remembering Linda Davies, on the anniversary of her                           
passing. R.I.P. Also October 31st on what would have been Linda's 
birthday. R.I.P. 

4th                       
November 

Remembering Mick Best, with love from all the family, on what 
would have been his 90th birthday.  
(With apologies to the Best family, for incorrectly putting 'Nick' in October's 
Prospect) 

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys  853217. 

St Catherine’s, Litlington    
9th October  In memory of Jim Carter RIP – farmer of Sheen Farm.  Jim was a 

keen sportsman who played football and cricket for village teams. 

15th October  Birthday of Bob Thompson RIP.  He would have been 91 years old. 
From Margaret, Mark, Carole and family. 

When two people request the church is floodlit on the same date, the lights are 
switched on for two days.  
The price is only £5 to have the lights switched on for an occasion or a person. 
Please contact Pam Sharp 852425 or John Jenner  242127 

S Peter & S Paul, Steeple Morden  
13, 14 & 15                   
November  

The lights shine in loving memory of John Hornbrook RIP who died 
2 years ago and dearly missed by his family & friends   

16th November                In loving memory of Ian Symington RIP 

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact                                                                           
David or Gilly McKee 852380  
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Calendar   of   Services 
6th November (3 before Advent) 

8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion PB * 

8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion * 

9.30am Litlington Family Service 

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion * 

      

13th November (Remembrance Sunday) 

8.45am Airfield Remembrance Ceremony 

9.30am Odsey Remembrance Ceremony 

10.15am 
10:50am 

Wendy Service of the Word 
Remembrance Ceremony 

10.00am Abington Pigotts Remembrance Ceremony + outside Service 

10:50am Guilden Morden Remembrance Ceremony + Service 

10:50am Litlington Remembrance Ceremony + Service 

10:50am Steeple Morden Remembrance Ceremony + RBL Service 

      

20th November (Christ the King) 

8:30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion * (PB) 

9.30am Litlington Parish Communion * 

10:00 Wendy Parish Communion * 

11:00 Guilden Morden United Communion at St Mary’s 

4:00pm Steeple Morden Christmas Tree Service 

      

27th November (Advent Sunday) 

8:30am Steeple Morden Holy Communion PB 

10:00am Guilden Morden Group Advent Carol Service 

      

Please see church noticeboards in case of changes to this list. 

PB = 1662 Prayer Book        * = Communion by Extension                                    
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Calendar   of   Services  
Tuesday Morning Prayer at Litlington Church  

10:00am 8th November  

 15th November  

 22nd November  

 29th November  

Come, join and have a chat 

      

It’s that time of year again, when we gather to celebrate the 
arrival of God’s greatest gift to humanity, the birth of Jesus, 
our Lord and Saviour.   

So put the following dates in your diaries: 

Christmas Tree Service November 20th at 4:00pm,  

in St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 

 

Advent Sunday Service November 27th at 10:00am, in St 
Mary’s Church, Guilden Morden. A reflective service of organ 

and choral music as we prepare for Christmas 

 

Lessons and Carols Services 

All Saints, Wendy    3:00pm Dec 18th                                                                       
St Mary’s, Guilden Morden   4:30pm Dec 18th                                                                           
St Michael & All Angels, Abington Pigotts4:30pm Dec 18th                                                   
St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden  4:30pm Dec 24th                                                                
St Catherine’s, Litlington   4:30pm Dec 24th 

 

Christingle and Children’s Service December 11th 

                  at 4:30pm, in St Mary’s, Guilden Morden 
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We are a small, friendly group of ladies meeting on the 
third Thursday of the month in Guilden Morden Village 

Hall at 7.30 pm.  
 We have a wide variety of activities to choose from and 

interesting speakers throughout the year. 
In November our speaker will tell us all about Burlesque -  audience 

may be able to participate! 
In December we will hold our Christmas meal at a local venue. 

If you would like to  join us, or to know about the Mordens WI, please                      
contact Joyce on 01763 852087.  Transport can be arranged. 

 

 

JEREMY  RULE FUNERAL  SERVICE 
 

         Jeremy Rule. MBIE. Dip. FD.                                             Ben Rule. Dip. FD 
 
 

Independent Local Family Funeral Director 
 
 

Offering a caring service at all times from a family business  
while providing help & guidance at your time of need 

 
 

 

   Office & Chapel of Rest :                                                              Telephone : 

  12, Church Lane, Royston.                        01763 242560   

Calendar of Services continued 

Nativity Service December 18
th
 at 10:00am,                                                                           

in St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 

Group Midnight Communion December 24th                                                                             
at 11:30pm, in St Mary’s, Guilden Morden 

Christmas Day Holy Communion Services: 
All Saints, Wendy    8:30am 
St Catherine’s, Litlington   8:45am 
St Michael & All Angels, Abington Pigotts 9:45am 
St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden  9:45am 
St Mary’s, Guilden Morden   11:00am 
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Mobility Assistance 
 

We have a folding wheelchair in              
St Mary’s Church, Guilden Morden, 

provided by 'Wheels for Martin's 
Friends', which is available for short 

term loan.  
 

Please call Cynthia Worboys on 
853217 if you need to borrow it.  
The Congregational Church in                   

Guilden Morden also stores a chair 
for short term loan.   

 
The Trustees of the 'Wheels for                  

Martin's Friends' charity would like to 
hear from anyone who needs help 

with obtaining a permanent                      
wheelchair or mobility aid.                                                        

 

Call Peter Furmston 852125 for                
further information. 
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Litlington Congregational Church Diary  November 22 

You will receive a warm welcome at our Sunday services which commence at       
11.00 am unless shown otherwise. 

Sun 6th  Mr Gary Temple 

Sun 13th 10.45 am # Remembrance Sunday 

Sun 20th  Reverend Angus McCormick Communion Service 

Sun 27th 10.30am * Mr Tony Frost 

#   To be held at St. Catherine’s Church, Church Street, Litlington, SG8 0JZ 
*    To be held at Guilden Morden Congregational Church, Pound Green, Guilden Morden, 
SG8 0JZ 

Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. The 7.4 X 5.7 metre 
room has an independent entrance and a separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park 
and garden. Chairs and tables available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals and 

up to 45 for meetings and buffets.  
  

Contact : litcchurch@aol.com 

Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com 

November 2022 

We are delighted to announce the launch of a project for Christmas this year. We are going 
to be ‘Recycling Christmas’ and we would like as many people as       possible to get in-

volved. 
Have a look at our Facebook page for more information or contact Tony at                          

Sun 6th
 10.30am 

Harvest café style service.  Join us for croissants 
and coffee in our relaxed style of worship. All 
welcome 

Mon 7th
 10.30am Men’s Guild in the Schoolroom 

Wed 9th
 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and toddlers 

Sun 13th
 10.50am 

Remembrance Service at the Memorial, Guilden 
Morden 

Tue 15th
 14.00pm COGS 

Wed 16th
 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and toddlers 

Sun 20th
 11.00am Joint service at St Mary’s 

Wed 23rd
 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and toddlers 

Sun 27th
 10.30am Communion Service 

Wed 30th
 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and toddlers 

Other group meetings: 
 Bridge Club Mondays at 19.30pm 
 Knit and Natter Alternate Tuesdays at 10.00am from 1

st 
 Local History Group Tuesday 1

st
  at 15.00pm 

 Film Club Friday 18
th
  at 19.00pm 

 Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 20.00pm.  
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com  

Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities contact Gerry Watkins 01763 
852869 

http://www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com
mailto:ajgenieman@gmail.com
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Berry Accounting Services 

Litlington, Royston 
 
 

Offering a friendly personal service for small businesses 

 

• Self Assessment Tax Returns 

• Annual Accounts 

• Tax Planning 

• Business Start-up Specialist 

• Business Planning & Support 

• Compliance / Disputes with HMRC 

• Mentoring 

• VAT Returns  

• Payroll Services 
 

Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements 

 

Tel:                     01763 852622 

 Mobile:               07850 426325 

E-mail:        jim1berry@aol.com 

Web:   www.berryaccounts.co.uk 



 21                                                                                    

 



 22                                                                                 www.shingaychurches.co.uk                      

 



 23                                                                                    

 

Established for over 30 years 

01767 631716                               07808367542 
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Virginia Partridge   MCFHP, MAFHP                    
 
 

Tel: 07791  736  616 

Offering friendly, specialist foot care 
in the comfort of your                                      

own surroundings.    

  

 
  

 

 

Long nails * Problem nails 

Fungal infections * Athlete’s Foot 

Hard skin * Corns and Callus 

Tel: O7791 736 616 

Heron Self Help Scheme 
 

A volunteer scheme for Cambridgeshire residents only 
offering emergency transport to the doctor, hospital, etc. 

 

For help contact your co-ordinator as shown below.  
The charge for this service is 30p per mile payable to the driver. 

 
Steeple Morden                                   Hazel Smith      01763 852602 
Guilden Morden                                  Christine Furmston      01763 852125 
Litlington& Abington Pigotts                Hilary Sharp      01763 852272 
Bassingbourn & Kneesworth               Anna Burwitz   01763 256871  
Orwell & Wimpole                                Maggie Galan     01223 207307 
 

Please give at least 48 hours’ notice if at all possible and 
only request help between 9 am and 6 pm, and not on Bank 

Holidays, except in extreme emergency. 
CAN YOU HELP US TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED OUR SERVICES? 

We are in urgent need of volunteer drivers in all villages.  A mileage                           
allowance is paid, and insurance cover provided.                                                                             

Please contact one of the above, as appropriate, if you can help.  
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6a Shortmead Street 
Biggleswade 

Beds 
SG18 0AP 

Tel 01767 314798 
www.nrdaws.co.uk 

Email info@nrdaws.co.uk 
 

For all of your insurance needs including -  
Motor, Household, Landlords, Shop, Office, 

Liability & Business Combined 
 

Regulated and Authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority 
Registration Number 308647 

mailto:info@nrdaws.co.uk
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PAUL HUTLEY    
CARPENTRY 

 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF                               
CARPENTRY,                                          

REFURBISHMENT &                       
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

 

KITCHENS, DOORS,                    
STAIRCASES, 

FLOORING, WINDOWS,                      
TILING, 

WARDROBES/STORAGE. 
Please contact me for a quotation 

07702905915 
paulhutley1@gmail.com 
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MUSIC FOR PEACE 

 
A CONCERT OF CHORAL MUSIC 

FROM THE SLAVIC WORLD 
 

PERFORMED BY 
 

THE NEW CAMBRIDGE SINGERS 
 

 
ST PETER & ST PAUL CHURCH STEEPLE 

MORDEN 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6TH AT 7.00PM 

 
 

LICENSED BAR, INTERVAL CANAPES,                                               
RETIRING COLLECTION 

FOR ‘DEC’ UKRAINE APPEAL 
 
 

Tickets: adults £12                                             
students/under 18 £6.00                                           

are available from                                   
Steeple Morden PO 

Or on the door.   
For more information contact D McKee 01763 852380 

 
Organised by The Friends of S S Peter & 

Paul charity no: 292004 


