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Rector’s Letter Fr Sam

New, blue, and cold

In my Andalusian culture it is customary to receive the year with something blue and
something new. Spanish gipsies, that is, Roma people or travellers in England, also
like breaking old dish plates as a way to express their desire to send away the old
bad things of the previous year. | have had some encounter with this beautiful
people-group and | have always found that very intriguing.

During this month we leave behind the lights of Christmas and the mince pies, and
we come back to dark and cold days, stripped of all festivities. It is no wonder that
in this month we experience the Monday blues, and it is no wonder that January is
considered by psychologists the most depressing month of the year.

Because of the strong Roman Catholic influence formerly present in Spain, there
are still families who observe the festivities of Christmas until Candlemas, which
this year falls on 2" February. In this month of January we celebrate the feast of
Epiphany, which means revelation or unveiling. One of the biggest Epiphany when
Jesus was born was the arrival of wide people who came to Jesus to pay him
homage. They brought him gold, frankincense and myrrh. This is really not a
“Christmas” theme. This comes after Christmas. It comes at the feast of Epiphany.
Much of what happened is embellished by later traditions, but what is certain is
that the gifts were three and they meant something important. Gold showed that
these oriental travellers found in Jesus a king. Frankincense recognised Jesus as
high priest who intercedes to the Father for us, and myrrh suggest that they knew
he was going to suffer, because myrrh was a symbol for death and mourning, not a
very nice gift for a toddler!

| am originally from a place called the Shire of Gibraltar, which belongs to the
province of Cadiz, in Southern Spain. Cadiz is very well-known for low-cost and
extremely eloquent carnival festivals of rhyme and songs. It has been going on for a
few centuries now and the genius of the lyrics is superb.

| love Gaditan (from Cadiz) carnivals, because in the most depressing month of the
year, we Gaditan people laugh at the world, laugh at the things that go wrong in
the world and condemns injustices with satire and insults in songs. These things in
my life help me to remember that life is not easy, but how | face it, really makes
the difference.

For me, it is not so much what new things am | going to take up this year, but how
am | going to look at the things | already do. | think this year, when | walk through
the meadows, | will try to look at the beauty of the birds, and the sky and not
bother that much about how muddy is my priestly uniform.
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Musings from our Churches

What colour should it be?

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Have you ever wondered why some of the fabrics in the church are periodically
changed to a different colour? They might be gold or white or red or purple or
green or black or entirely absent. These colours are usually seen on the fabric
hanging on the front of the high altar (table) at the front of the church and on the
fabric hanging from the lectern on the pulpit (where the preacher stands).

If you were to join a Communion Service you would note that the items placed on
the altar and used during the service follow the same colour scheme, as do the
robes and stole (scarf) the priest is wearing.

Are the colour changes random or are they rotated? What’s it all about?

Just as we associate different colours with the seasons of the year, for example
browns and reds and oranges in the autumn, pastel colours in the spring, the
colours used in the church are also representative of a specific church (liturgical)
season, mood or special occasion.

Between Christmas and Easter, we seem to be constantly changing from one colour
to another depending on the emphasis of that particular week or month.

Green: is used during “ordinary time”, between the main festivals and seasons. This
covers most of the year and represents growth.

Red: is used to either mark Saint’s days where it represents their death as a martyr,
or to represent the flames of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

White: represents purity and joy, and is often used during celebrations such as
baptisms, weddings, and some funerals. White used for celebration can be used on
its own or alongside gold. It can also be used on Saint’s days for those who did not
die as martyrs.

Gold: is used for the key celebrations for example Christmas Day and Easter Sunday.

Purple: is used during times of saying sorry and preparation or waiting, during
reflective seasons such as Advent (prior to Christmas), and Lent (prior to Easter).

Black: is often used to represent mourning and remembrance, and is often worn at
funerals although can be substituted with white or purple.

On Maundy Thursday (the Thursday before Easter) many churches will often
remove the coloured furnishings and decorations altogether, to remind us that
Jesus was left to face the bare wooden cross alone on that first “Good Friday”.
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Musings from our Churches

Why bother with all this?

Using colour is one of the most visible ways that the church can communicate the
rhythm of the church year. It offers a visual expression of the church’s life,
accentuating the mood or celebration of the season, and a promise of what is
coming. It also serves as an exterior sign that invites us to an interior reflection that
can deepen our understanding of our faith.

So why not pop in to one of our churches and take a look — there are a lot of colour
changes during the early months of the church’s year. And if you’d like to see or
know more, just ask.

Revd Ann Bol, Associate Priest

Shingay Group of Churches

Hatches & Matches

Are you planning to get married in a church; or is someone wondering about a
christening (baptism). All enquiries are welcome. Please contact Fr Sam or Rev Ann
to talk through what we can offer. Contact details are inside the front cover.

e
Café Church In Steeple Morden
Café Church will be open from 9am
on Fridays during term time.

31 January, 7, 21 & 28 February, 7 March
We do not meet during school holidays.

Everyone is welcome for tea, coffee, home-made cakes,
toys for the children and chat.

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
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Village News

Clothes for Under 5s

We are collecting clothes in good condition for children under 5. The church will
pass all contributions to Mothers’ Union for refuges in Cambridgeshire and Mary’s
Child and they will be invaluable for children in need.

If you have clothes that you can contribute please bring them, by the end of
February, to 78 Hay Street, Steeple Morden or ring Anne on 01763 853490. Many
thanks!

The Children's Society’s Annual Group Christingle Service

Thanks to Ann and Fiona for the delightful Christingle service at St Mary's on
December 8th. | hope everyone who attended enjoyed the service as much as | did
as we journeyed round the church on our way to Bethlehem. The oranges, the
sweets and the candles never lose their attraction on a dark winter afternoon.

We have been able to send £139 to the Children's Society so far. Please remember
to continue collecting for the Society by popping some money into your blue
plastic money box.

Thank you all very much. Cynthia
Call for volunteers

We would like to form a group of volunteers to help us publicise the good news
that’s happening in our parishes. If you have any experience of social media, web
design, graphic design, writing (or are simply keen to help and are willing to be
trained) please get in touch at shingayprospect@aol.com.

What better way to start the new year than bringing a little light into everyone’s
lives by sharing the work of the Shingay churches? Ann Lynn

JEREMY RULE FUNERAL SERVICE

Jeremy Rule. MBIE. Dip. FD. Ben Rule. Dip. FD

Independent Local Family Funeral Director

Offering a caring service at all times from a family business
while providing help & guidance at your time of need

Office & Chapel of Rest : Telephone :

12, Church Lane, Royston. 01763 242560
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Shingay Group of Churches

DAILY BIBLE
READING

Lvery day at 10.00 am for One Year

GATHERING FOR READING

St Mary the Virgin. SS. Peter & Paul. St. Catherine Fr Sam

WHERE WE READ TOGETHER

We shall meet Mondays. Wednesdays and Friday
mornings in the churches (above) at 10.00 am

During very cold seasons. on Christmas. New Year and
other special occassions we shall meet on Zoom with
prior notification. Times will change according to

availability.

MATERIALS NEEDED
{ Bible NRS\

| Dictionary (optional) Oxford Dictionary

. for special verses
| notepad (optional) or special verse

to mark or write
{ pen (optional)

_ [hBWI The Mordens WI '[hem

INSPIRING WOMEN  \\/e are a small, friendly group of ladies meeting on the ~ NSPIRING WOMEN
third Thursday of the month, usually in Guilden Morden Village Hall at 7.30pm. We
have a wide variety of activities and interesting speakers throughout the year. If
you would like to join us at any of our meetings, or to know more about The

Mordens WI, please contact Joyce on 01763 852087. Transport can be arranged.
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Tired of Ironing?

STEAM & STARCH

will handle it
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY
IN ROYSTON & SURROUNDING VILLAGES

Established for over 30 years

STEAM & STARCH E 079707010 11

The Ironing Service Orange network

@

o

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms @)

All aspects of installation from design to finish. @)

Plastering /Carpentry /Plumbing /Tiling /Certified Electrics @D
Call for free design and estimate.

Recommendations/references if required. =T

Local tradesman - 20 years experience @

01767 631716 07808367542 @Ej

’55? BARTON OIL BURNER SERVICES

OUR OFFICE HAS MOVED TO:
69 MEADOWCEOFT WAY, OFEWELL, ROYSTON, HERTS. SGE QUL

DOMESTIC OIL FIRED BOILER SERVICES
» ANNUAL BOILER SERVICE » BOILER BREAKDOWN REPAIRS
» LANDLORD CERTIFICATES » LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE
» FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH MORE THAN 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

& é

Rzysiered

i TELEPHONE: 01223 207901 EMAIL: barton.burnersa btinternet.com st

Tankchange Ltd

Suppliers & Installers of New & Replacement Steel & Polyethylene Qil Tanks

=  Family Run Business with over 19,000 Oil Tanks Installed to Date.
=  Free Surveys /JEstimotes & Advice on all your Oil Tank Requirements.
= Discounts Available for Parish Magazine Readers

Telephone: 01449 781210 Email: Terry@ Tankchange.Co. uk

Visit our Website: WWW.TankChange.Co.Uk
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St Catherine’s Ck

Held on the first Sat
each month

We have a sdec;hon of

freshly brewed coffees,
specialist teas and a range

of freshly~baked cakes and bis

Food Hall | Gifts | Cafe

Children’s Fun Barn

Your local, independent Farm Shop
Open 7 days a week, large free car park
Follow us on social media for PYO, seasonal produce & events

A10 Melbourn By-Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6GT
Tel: 01763 260418

www.burylane.co.uk ns
FOOD HALL « DELICATESSEN « BUTCHERS * FISHMONGERS « CAFE « GIFT HALL » GARDEN SHOP « FUN BARN
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In the Kitchen Iola Urquhart

Triple Layer Brookie

As the first recipe of the New Year, | knew | wanted to bring you all something extra
special. This recipe is beyond rewarding and so luxurious and indulgent that you will
always want to make it. | can’t think of a better way to show someone special how
much they mean to you this Valentine's Day, than by baking them the most delicious,
sweet treat of all time!

Ingredients
Cookie Base: Brownie Layer:
120g unsalted butter 85g unsalted butter (melted)
100g granulated sugar 130g dark chocolate (chopped roughly)
100g dark brown sugar 20g cocoa powder
1 large egg (room temperature) 80g plain flour
1 tsp vanilla extract 150g granulated sugar
160g plain flour 2 large eggs (room temperature)
% tsp bicarbonate of soda Pinch of salt

A pinch of salt

150g dark chocolate chips
Extra:
16 Oreos (You could use another type of biscuit in this layer instead, such as Biscoff
or you could leave the biscuit layer out completely if you want)

Begin by greasing a 20cm (8 inch) square cake pan and line with parchment paper.
At this point, you could also preheat your oven to 160° if you want to bake your
brookies immediately. However, | like to make the cookie layer and brownie layer
in one day and chill them in the fridge overnight separately to develop their flavour
better and then | bake them the next day. It is entirely up to you which way you
want to do it, neither way is better or worse than the other, | just prefer the taste
with the development of the flavour overnight.

To make the cookie dough. In a bowl beat together the butter and sugar on a
medium speed until light and fluffy, it should take about five minutes. Reduce the
speed to low and beat in the egg and vanilla for another minute or so and then fold
in the flour and chocolate chips. Press the cookie dough into the lined pan and then
either place it in the fridge or bake in the oven on its own for five minutes or until
just starting to colour on top.

For the brownie batter. Melt together the butter and chocolate in a bowl set over a
pan of simmering boiling water or, alternatively, in the microwave for short 30-
second bursts at a time stirring in between. Note, the butter and chocolate melt

10 www.shingaychurches.co.uk



In the Kitchen continued

more evenly if both are cut up into similar-sized smaller cubes. Set the mixture
aside to cool for now and whisk together the eggs and sugar until thick and
mousse-like, this may take about five minutes. Next, add in the chocolate mixture
and whisk until just combined, and then fold in the dry ingredients. At this point,
you could add in a bunch of chocolate chips to get an extra chocolatey fix if you're
feeling fancy, but you don’t have to! Set this aside for now and layer your Oreos (or
another biscuit of choice if using any) on top of the cookie dough and pour the
brownie batter slowly over the top.

Bake in the oven at 160° for about 20-25 minutes or until a skewer inserted into the
centre comes out with just a few moist crumbs stuck. It should not wobble in the
centre. Allow the brookie to cool completely on a wire rack before chilling in the
fridge overnight for extra-fudgy results. Then all that’s left to do is to portion and
enjoy! This recipe is absolutely stunning and definitely a must-try bake! If you are
wondering about the pinch of salt in both the cookie and brownie mix, it subtly
balances out all the sweet flavour and doesn’t lead to a salty bake at all. | hope you
give this recipe a go and have loads of fun with it. Happy Baking!

SMARTIES PRE SCHOOL & OUT
OF SCHOOL CLUB

"Growing and Having Fun Together"

Good OFSTED Rating
Loving and caring environment
Dedicated & Qualified Practitioners
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor space
We accept Childcare Vouchers

For more information or to arrange a
visit please contact:
Georgina Dowley (Managen
01763 852888
office@smartiessteeplemorden.co.uk

The Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden, Cambridgeshire SG8 0PD
www.smartiessteeplemorden.co.uk
Registered Charity Number: 1031476
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Sarah’s Farm Shop

Ashwell Road, Steeple Morden, Royston, SG8 OPB
Tel 01763 852376

Monday to Friday 9—5 Saturday9—4 Sunday10-1
Bread baked freshly every day, locally sourced cakes and treats.
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Deli counter with tasty cold meats and cheese.
Household coal, kindling and logs.

A large range of Greeting Cards, Gift wrappings and bags.
We try to cover all your basic household needs.

We also stock animal feed.

OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 1PM

SOUTH FARM

Dish’ncf? @%mnf

South Farm at Shingay-cum-Wendy is a uniquely versatile
setting for distinctly different events and celebrations.

Stunning gardens encircle a host of enchanting
indoor and outdoor ceremony and reception spaces

A diverse range of delicious menus with
seasonal home-grown, locally sourced food

Wildflower meadows and orchards create the
perfect wedding backdrop and a haven for wildlife

Impeccable service from our friendly, - :é:i‘: .’
professional and experienced team » ‘v‘l)"
(&5
o
A

www.south-farm.co.uk | info@south-farm.co.uk | .@south-farml | 01223 207581
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In The Garden Yasmeen Brigstocke

For gardeners this is such an exciting and busy month. So many decisions to be made
about what to grow this year and so much preparation still to complete.

When deciding what and how much to grow it may be worth looking at what time
you have available to grow things well. There’s something quite sad about
successfully growing dozens of seedlings but watching most of them wither away
because there’s not been enough time to pot them up or plant them out. | know
too well that seed catalogues are just so appealing that there’s the desire to buy
lots. But you must resist — try to limit yourself to what you know you have time to
grow. But that doesn’t mean you can’t experiment. Have you tried growing loofah
or chickpeas? Green chickpeas are delicious. How about striped small aubergines
that are really tasty and quite easy to grow?

If you do plant too much, surplus seedlings can always be given away or swapped.
We have a few seed and plant swapping sessions planned this year in Guilden
Morden, so do look out for them.

Pruning is a major activity in February - something to be carried out on milder days.
It's a good time to shape shrubs and trees whilst they have no leaves because it's
much easier to see their structure and all dead and diseased material can be got rid
of. The bright stems of dogwood and willow should also be cut down to leave three
or four buds so that the plants will grow young stems from them and maintain the
vibrant colours. Hydrangeas such as ‘Annabel’ also need the old flowering stems
removed down to about 30cms. Clematis and shrubs that flower in spring and early
summer should not be pruned now, as this year’s flowers will be lost. After pruning,
an application of organic general fertiliser will provide nutrients for encouraging
new growth.

Fruit trees including apples, quince and pears (but not stone fruit like plums or apri-
cots) should be pruned back to three or four buds of last year’s growth. This will
help the tree produce larger fruit in the coming season. If you are growing peaches
or apricots these will need protecting against fungi spread by the rain.

The importance of providing nectar and pollen for insects in early spring cannot be
underestimated. These creatures will pollinate the fruit and vegetables plants later
on in the year so we are dependent on them. Early flowering shrubs such as winter
honeysuckle, mahonias, viburnums, forsythia and spring bulbs all produce food for
a whole range of insects including bumblebees, which will be active on warm days.

It’s not too late to be adding well-rotted compost, leaf mould and mulch to all the
beds in the garden. By summer all this material will be breaking down to give plants
a good supply of nutrients, and will also help retain soil moisture. Let’s hope the
weather will be kind and that this is a productive year in the garden.
www.shingaychurches.co.uk 13



Calendar of Services

2nd February (Candlemas/Presentation of Christ)

8:30am Wendy Holy Communion

10-00am Litlington H'on Communion with Abington
Pigotts

10:00am Guilden Morden | Holy Communion

9th February (4 before Lent)

10:00am Steeple Morden | Group Communion

16th February (3 before Lent/Septuagesima)

10:00am Abington Pigotts | Family Service with Litlington
10:00am Steeple Morden | Holy Communion
10:00am Guilden Morden | United Service at St Mary’s

23rd February (2 before Lent/Sexagesima)
10:00am Abington Pigotts | Group Communion

2nd March (Next before Lent/Quinquagesima)

8:30am Steeple Morden | Prayerbook Communion

10:00am Litlington H.on Communion* with Abington
Pigotts

10:00am Guilden Morden | Holy Communion

5th March (Ash Wednesday)

7:00pm Steeple Morden | Holy Communion & Ashing

Please see church noticeboards in case of changes to this list.

= Communion by extension
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And Tuesdays ...

) Morning Prayer at Litlington Church 10am
9} 4™ 11 18" and 25™ February; 4™ March

followed by tea, coffee, and biscuits at 10.30am
Come, join and have a chat.
@Qﬁfm@

Floodlight Diary

St Mary’s, Guilden Morden

13 February Inloving memory of Joe Holroyd RIP from Pat, Richard and Joanna

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys 853217.

St Catherine’s, Litlington

3 January For Sheila Allen RIP loved and remembered by all her family.

5 January For Hilda Williams RIP on her birthday and for Florence Cannadine RIP
on the anniversary of her death. With love from Robin and Linda
Williams

17 January  For Audrey Newman on her Birthday with love from her family.

31January For Bill Newman RIP - treasured happy memories and love from all
his family.

When two people request the church is floodlit on the same date, the lights are switched on
for two days. The price is only £5 to have the lights switched on for an occasion or a person.
Please contact Pam Sharp 852425 or John Jenner 321347

S Peter & S Paul, Steeple Morden

9 January In loving memory of Kathleen Goddard RIP

15 January Inloving memory of Michael Freeman RIP on his 75th birthday

20 February In loving memory of Stan Clarke RIP on his birthday, dearly missed by
all the family

20 February In memory of my wife on the anniversary of our marriage 60 years
ago from Bob Champion

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact
David or Gilly McKee 852380
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Home Grown Plants | Trees & Shrubs | Garden Sundries
Nursery Style Garden Centre
House Plants from Bury Lane

Open 7 days a week, large free car park

A1198/Ermine Way, Arrington, SG8 0AG
What3words: loafer.pasta.mailers Tel: 01223 208194
www.arringtongardencentre.co.uk
manager@arringtongardencentre.com

Steeple Morden Village Hall
Registered Charity Number 300421
29 Hay Street Steeple Morden Hertfordshire SG8 OPD
http: / /'www.steeplemordenvillagehall.co.uk

Steeple Morden Village Hall is available for hiring for parties,
wedding receptions, club and social activities.

It comprises: Tables, Seating for 120, Kitchen, Cooker, Fridge,
Dishwasher, Stage, Parking. There is also limited Crockery & Cutlery.
A projector and Audio system is available to hire and Induction Loop.

For full details and how to book log on to the following site
https: //hallbookingonline.com/steeplemorden
or use the QR code

[m] b2 m]
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My name is Claire and | am the Mobile Community Warden for The Mordens,
Litlington, Bassingbourn and surrounding villages. | have been in the post since
May 2023 and | look forward to many years providing support to the residents of
our local community. | provide daily calls (Monday-Friday) and a weekly visit
which can be tailored to individual needs. The visits can involve anything from
making calls or arranging appointments on the members behalf, helping with
paperwork, small errands or just visiting to enjoy a chat. My role has led to
some wonderful friendships with our members and that is something | truly
cherish. The scheme can also provide a sense of security for individuals and
family members who may or may not live nearby which is a real sense of
comfort. We can also take couples, perhaps a partner is unwell and you just
need a regular chat? If you are interested in hearing more about the scheme or
would like to meet to talk about how it could work for you please contact me on
07841 025107 or visit our website at mobilewardenscheme.co.uk

)’Supp orting kpole
to live independently

Making sure that they feel safe and secure
in their own homes

Keeping a watchful eye out for their health
MOBILE WARDEN <

SCHEME

" Liaising with local medical and social support
services to ensure their needs are met

We help elderly and vulnerable people

living in the Mordens, Litlington and

Bassm‘gb()urn b be‘as self—S}lfflclent & Relieving loneliness with friendly regular

as possible and continue to live happy Py
and independent lives.

contact

For more information about the Mobile Warden
scheme and how to apply for yourself, a friend, South
Cambridgeshire

neighbour or relative please contact the Warden on: ; Dot ool

mobilewardenscheme@gmail.com

Tel: 0784 1 025 1 07 www.mobilewardenscheme.co.uk
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Litlington Congregational Church

FEBRUARY
All are welcome at our friendly services
2nd 11.00 am Mr David Freeman (Communion Service)
9th 11.00am Mr Thomas Dodd (Joined by Guilden
Morden)
16th 11.00 am Mr. Peter Godbert
23rd 10.30 am Mr Tony Frost ( At Guilden Morden
Congregational Church)
HALL HIRE

Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. The 7.4 m X
5.7 m room has an independent entrance and a separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby
area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables are available.It will accommodate up to
30 people for meals and up to 45 for meetings and buffets.
Contact:- Jitcchurch@aol.com

SAY ONE FOR ME
We have an arrangement whereby the minister and congregation will say prayers
on your behalf. Are you ,or somebody you know, unwell, grieving, having a difficult
time or a concern or need? There is a Prayer Box to the left in the front Church
porch for you to post your prayer request. Using card or paper show the date and
the name of the person for whom we should pray and the reason. If you prefer, a
first name will suffice. Alternatively , send an email.

With God nothing is impossible Luke 1. 37.

Heron Self Help Scheme
[’5]‘]3 A volunteer scheme for Cambridgeshire residents only offering
HISRON SELF LY SCHENE emergency transport to the doctor, hospital, etc.

For help contact your co-ordinator as shown below.
The charge for this service is 30p per mile payable to the driver.

Steeple Morden Frances Lucy 01763 852608
Guilden Morden Christine Furmston 01763 852125
Litlington& Abington Pigotts Hilary Sharp 01763 852272
Bassingbourn & Kneesworth Anna Burwitz 07592783566

Orwell & Wimpole Maggie Galan 01223 207307

Please give at least 48 hours’ notice if at all possible and
only request help between 9 am and 6 pm, and not on Bank
Holidays, except in extreme emergency.

CAN YOU HELP US TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED OUR SERVICES?
We are in urgent need of volunteer drivers in all villages. A mileage
allowance is paid, and insurance cover provided.

Please contact one of the above, as appropriate, if you can help.
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In the Countryside Perry Littleboy

An expression | was brought up with was, “there’s a bit of weather coming.” It never
boded well. And February is the month for “a bit of weather.” So spare a thought for
the farmers who have to be out in it, preparing the land for spring sowing, or tending
their stock, or the most benign outdoor February job, “drawing” a ditch: digging out
collapsed banks, and wielding a billhook to cut back brambles and vegetation that
might block the channel.

A lazy wind, in Yorkshire, is a cutting, cold wind; lazy, because it doesn’t pass around
you, it goes through you. And in February, we get those days, when ice covers the
ponds and you can see the frog spawn beneath, and you worry that the tiny,
twitching embryos (which take but between one and three weeks to hatch) may not
survive. The ones nearest the ice may well not and if the pond freezes solid, all may
be lost as they are deprived of oxygen. Long periods of cold will persuade the frogs
and toads to delay spawning. The danger is periods of warm weather (as we had at
the beginning of February last year) followed by a cold snap, unanticipated by the
amphibians.

In February, you can look for signs of Spring, for it is everywhere. They say that
Spring travels from South West to North East across the country at the speed a
person can walk. However, different species travel at different speeds. (My British
Beekeepers’ Association Magazine tells me that data shows that the appearance of
frogspawn travels up the country at 1 mph; whereas Hawthorn leafing travels at 6.3
mph, however Hawthorn flowering at only 1.9 mph; swallows arriving above your
house at 2.4 mph.)

But at the beginning of February, Snowdrops and Aconites sparkle amongst the
grasses, and when they are over, it is the turn of the Dog violets, Primroses and
Daffodils. The early Cherry (or Cherry Plum: Prunus cerasifera) precedes the
Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) by a few weeks and then the hedges are confettied in
white. There is a sense of excitement in the air, of anticipation.

Snowdrops are toxic, so most mammals avoid digging up the bulbs. But wood mice
have a wide range of diet including bulbs and seem to be able to withstand the
poison of snowdrop bulbs. It is interesting to note that the four common critters in
our garden do have different diets so as not to outcompete each other. Shrews eat
worms and beetles; Field voles, our most abundant mammal eats just grass and if
pushed, moss; a Bank vole has a wider diet that includes leaves, fruits, seeds, fungi
flower and roots and, as | say, the Wood mouse forages across all vegetative matter
including bulbs.

The Honey bees are active on days above 10° and the dawn chorus is just beginning
to warm up, with Song thrush, and its cousin, the larger Mistle thrush, Robin, Blue
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In the Countryside continued

and Great tits, Blackbirds, of course, and the Cock pheasants are crowing their
“Kurk, Kurr, Kuk” challenge and whirring his wings. The same call is made at dusk,
before he flies up to his habitual roost. And if another Cock should challenge his
territory, watch how the wattles around their eyes and beak will become engorged
in crimson blood. Like Red deer stags, they will walk parallel to each other, sizing
each other up, and then launch an attack, jumping three foot in the air in order to
rake the other’s breast with his spurs.

If you hear the really faint “tuning” of a bird and you don’t recognise its song but it
sounds soft, hesitant, almost as if the bird is quietly whistling to itself under its
breath, you will likely find the puffed up ball and beady eye of a Robin. This is their
warm up to their Spring breeding singing. It is termed the bird’s “subsong”.

The Snow Moon is not till 28th February, so there should be plenty of dark, frosty
nights to see the Andromeda Galaxy (best to try with a telescope) near the
Andromeda and Cassiopeia (above your head, the large M, on its side)
constellations. Also, on 16th February, Venus (misnamed the “Evening Star”) will
reach its greatest brilliance after sunset at a magnitude of -4.8. Perry’

WFORD NOT
\,\f’ v \ “ I// JUS’)“
& Wz %,
HERTFORDSHIRE \ %mz &(
HBN-TREES —=
SUPERIOR TREE SURGERY /———%/
Ashwell’s Arboricultural & PERSONAL TRAVEL CONSULTANT LOCATED IN

GUILDEN MORDEN

FOR WHEN YOU ARE PLANNING YOUR NEXT
HOLIDAY, WHETHER IT'S AHONEYMOON, A
LARGE GROUP TRIP, OR A FAMILY GETAWAY, I'M
HERE TO HELP!

\ . f N\" o z 5 ' Bt
] ’ > : 07500970438
Our Services g MICHELLE.MUMFORD@NOTJUSTTRAVEL.COM

Tree Surgery, Hedge Cutting, B INSTA:
Tres P litieio) Hled e Pl % @MICHELLEMUMFORD_NOTJUSTTRAVEL
Planting Design, Vegetation- ;
Managment & Strimming, ; : FOLLOW ME ON FACEBOOK TO SEE DAILY
- A W TRAVEL OFFERS:
7 . ’) 7
Contact Ewan : 07487810825 MICHELLE MUMFORD NOT JUST TRAVEL!

Email : hbntrees@gmail. com

www.hbntrees.co.uk
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary

www.guilden-morden-congregational-church.weebly.com

Every Friday at 10.00am in the Chapel you are also welcome to join an informal
gathering of those praying for our villages and our world.

Sunday 2" Feb 10.30am Café style service. Come and join us for croissants
and coffee in our relaxed style of worship. All welcome.
Monday 3" Feb 10.30 — 12.00 Men’s Guild
9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with
our minister, Tony
7.00 for a 7.30pm start Community Choir
Tuesday 4™ Feb 2.00 - 4.00pm COGS
Wed 5™ Feb 9.00 — 11.30am Fun4Tots
Sunday 9" Feb 11.00am Joint at Litlington Congregational Church
Monday 10" Feb 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with
our minister, Tony
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start Community Choir
Wed 11" Feb 9.00 — 11.30am Fun4Tots
Sunday 16" Feb 10.30am Joint Service at St Marys
Monday 17" Feb 9.30- 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with
our minister, Tony
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start Community Choir
Wed 19" Feb9.00 - 11.30am Fun4Tots
Sunday 23" Feb 10.30am Communion Service with Litlington Congregational
Church
Monday 24" Feb 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with
our minister, Tony
7.00 for 7.30pm start Community Choir
Wed 26" Feb 9.00 — 11.30am Fun4Tots
Other group meetings:
Bridge Club Mondays at 19.30

Community Choir Mondays at 19.00 for a 19.30pm start

History Group Wednesday 5 Feb at Steeple Village Hall

Knit and Natter Tuesday 4 and 18 Feb

Photographic Club 25 February 2025

Sewing Group 13 February every 2" Thursday

Home group Zoom and face to face meetings Tuesdays 20.00
Contact Emily for details emilymwilkinson@doctors.org.uk
Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities please contact Gina Ferrari

ginaferrari57 @gmail.com
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Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning &

Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs
A few points that make us stand out,

Rothwell's has been in business since 1993
We're an honest local family firm.
Qur large truck mounted machines mean
more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture.

100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Qliver and Max Campbell
for expert help today.
01223 832 928

www.Rothwells.biz

Ashwell Pharmacy

22 High Street, Ashwell
01462 742250 ashwell.pharmacy22@gmail.com

We offer a great service including:

« Vaccinations for Hepatitis B, Meningitis B, Chicken Pox,
Shingles. Yellow Fever and many more,

« Free prescription delivery to our housebound and
wulnerable customers

« Health checks

« Treatment for infections including throat, ear and
urinary tract.

« Mens and Womens health treatments
Knowledgeable advice from our fully trained

and friendly staff
Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
9am-6.30pm
Tuesday 3am-5.30pm

Saturday 3am-lpm

oil 89, Warm
Heating Services

saving you money & keeping you war

Specialist in maintenance and repair of
oil fired appliances and heating systems,
with over 28 years of experience

« Senior citizen discount

e 24/7 response 365 days a year

« Wide range of spare parts carried

Oil Tank and boiler installation enquiries
welcome

Call Jamie Desborough
mob. 07513 910391
tel. 01767 263 028
oilbwarm@gmail.com
22

Qualified
Technician

)

(D
NEWLINGS> ™
FROYSTON

-~ THE
FamiiLy FUNERAL SERVICE

Personal care and attention 24 hours
a day by local caring, qualified staff

All types of funeral

Memorials
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Kingfisher House

Fish Hill ROYSTON SGS2 9LB

T: 01763 242375
E: enquiriesi@newlingsofroyston.co.uk

www.newlingsofroyston.co.uk
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TRADEMARK

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

-
TRADEMARK ...,

43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW
01763 245000 or 01223 870440
www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk

STEPHEN CHAPMAN
Boiler Man
OFTEC REGISTERED

Servicing, Repairing &
Commissioning
Oil Fire Boilers
Contact Julie in the office
on 07519 721643
or 01438 233612

Email
steveoilboilers@gmail.com

D CKSMITH

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[1 specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors
£Id No Call Out Charge

s
No Fix No Fee
All Work Fully Guaranteed

§%3 10% Senior Citizen Discount

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

07772111 222

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk
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SINCLAIR
ELECTRICAL
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Domestic electrician

35 years experience
Part P registered
Call John

Lights and sockets
Security lighting

New fuseboxes

Full rewires
Extension wiring
Showers and cookers

All household electrics

01480 273927
07815 903467




RPJ SOLUTIONS

ALL YOUR PAINTING
SOLUTIONS

Interior & Exterior

Ve

LOUISE TRENWITH
Est. Sept 2011

BONFITNESS PILATES

AT LOCAL VENUES
Jobs of all sizes, big & small
Fully Insured WWW.BONFITNESSPILATES.CO.UK
Call today for a free quote! louise@bonfitnesspilates.co.uk
07867 675 389
Phone: 07794 732097 PILATES MAT CLASSES &
Email: ryan@rpjsolutions.co.uk ONE TO ONE SESSIONS
Web: www.rpjsolutions.co.uk
— JORDAN
3 OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD

Sage
Blinds (&) Interiors

Specialists in made to measure window
coverings:

Beautifully made and locally produced
Curtains and Roman Blinds

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and
Aluminium Venetian Blinds

Plantation shutters and Awnings

Experts in home automated motorised
solutions

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.

FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre,
Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399
www.sageblinds.co.uk

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm

24

ESTABELISHED 1968

An Independent o1l boiler
COMMUSSIONINg,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered
Approved Service Company for
Grant UK
& other leading boiler manufacturers

All our vans carry a full range of
gemune boiler spares

Tel: 01438 355583
Mobile 07831 364607
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N. R. DAWS
| INSURANCE CONSULTANTS LTD |

6a Shortmead Street
Biggleswade
Beds
SG18 0AP
Tel 01767 314798
www.nrdaws.co.uk
Email info@nrdaws.co.uk

For all of your insurance needs including -
Motor, Household, Landlords, Shop, Office,
Liability & Business Combined

Regulated and Authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority
Registration Number 308647

O3

Dunton Lodge Farm Self-

DUNTON LODGE Storage
-FARM -

s Safe & Secure Container Storage

SE|f—St0rage s Easily Accessible

o Flexible to meet your needs

Please contact us for prices and more
info:
07768856543
mark@duntonlodgefarm.co.uk
www.duntonlodgefarm.co.uk

Dunton Lodge Farm
Ashwell
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P.D. PROPERTY

SERVICES ===
1 Abbotts Close

e Nr Roysion, Herts
S8 D00

PLUMBING AND HEATING
FLUSH YOUR PROBLEMS AWAY CALL TODAY
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

REASONABLE RATES ; NO CALL OUT

m 01763 853 778
wos 07768 332 380

ASK FOR PAUL

HORNE BUILDERS

*Kitchens

*Windows

*Door hanging/adjustment
*Gutters fitted/cleaned
*Fencing & Gates
*Shelves etc

*All small jobs considered

Please contact us with your
building or carpentry needs.

Call Dan on 07958 342821

GGLESu

ING AND HEATING LIMITED
390 015055 - lanruggles00Egmail.com

 Pumps Ground & Air source
Underfloor heating

Oil & Gas Boilers
Pressurized systems

Power Flushing
Radiators & Cylinders
Bathrooms & Kitchens
Blocked Drains

New Builds
All Plumbing Repairs

RECCY

BEHERWSLE EMERGF COHSIMEE CODE cC.3023

SHELFORD
HEATING
More thau Just a service

a); 1@ @

Heating Plumbim

All Domestic & Commercial
works undertaken

— B
@nm_‘r_? j';;* l\v VIESMANN
www.shelfordheating.co.uk

T: 01223 B33426 E:sa

lesf@shelfordheating.co.uk
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Philip Allen

Tree Surgeon

» Comprehensive trees service
* Fully insured & all work carried out to BS3998
* Crown'reductions and lifting
s\Felling
» Hedge shaping and maintenance
* 24 hour call out
* Free estimates
* All materials completely recycled
» Seasoned hardwood logs available
Contact Phil Allen on
Hitchin 834411 or 07909 716 631

or email on
allentrees@btinternet.com

PAUL HUTLEY
CARPENTRY

ALL ASPECTS OF
CARPENTRY,
REFURBISHMENT &
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

KITCHENS, DOORS,
STAIRCASES,
FLOORING, WINDOWS,
TILING,
WARDROBES/STORAGE.
Please contact me for a quotation
07702905915
paulhutleyl @gmail.com

ROB’S MOBILE GARDEN
MACHINERY REPAIRS

All petrol and hand powered
garden cultivation equipment
serviced and repaired on site or
in my workshop.

Competitive prices and personal
service based on 20 years
experience.

For more information, or to book
a no obligation visit/quote contact

Robert Thompson on:
Tel Bassingbourn 241430
Mobile 07956 480350

5 Wellquest
Oil Boiler Servicing

We are OFTEC registered to
service, commission and install
pressure jet and vapourising
appliances. Boilers and cookers

No call-out charge for service

work.
All work guaranteed.

To book a service,
telephone (24 hours):

Alastair Hobbs

01767 692344
(Sandy)

Areas covered:
Cambs, Herts, Beds
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The steadfast love of the
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