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Rector         Father Sam Perez, The Rectory, 18 High Street, Guilden 

Morden, Royston. rector.shingaychurches@gmail.com  
Day off Thursday 

Associate Priest Revd Ann Bol, 36 Hillfield, Foxton, Cambridge CB22 6RZ        
01223 871058     RevAnn801@gmail.com  

  

Licenced Lay Minister Cyril Harris, 10 Silver Street, Litlington. 01763 852107 

 Fiona Davis, 1 Silver Street, Guilden Morden 
01763 852454 

 Mike Birrell, 3 Town Farm Close, Guilden  Morden      

01763 852174 

 Cicely Murfitt is also a member of the Ministry Team 

Bellringing Kathy Tear, Guilden Morden          01763 853651 
Paul Newman,  Litlington               01763 244167 

  

Prospect Production  

All advertising & editorial 
copy to: 

Ann Lynn 
shingayprospect@aol.com 
07710577753 (please leave a message) 

Advertising  enquiries: Mrs Gillian McKee, Hill House,  Cheyney Street,                 
Steeple Morden  SG8 0LR   
01763 852380                                                                           
shingayprospectadverts@gmail.com  

Deadline for May edition - 15 April 
Please send all material for inclusion direct to Ann Lynn please.  

Prospect 
 

The Parish Magazine of  the Shingay group of parishes                             
www.shingaychurches.co.uk 

mailto:rector.shingaychurches@gmail.com
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Rector’s Letter                                        Fr Sam 

The Christian Message of Joy in Sadness 

I have recently been teaching bits of religious               
education as a governor to some of our schools in 
the Shingay Churches. 

It is always a privilege for me to be able to observe 
the amazing ways in which children engage with 
spirituality. I have found that they get things adults do not, and they see God in 
ways that are inspiring and motivating to me.  

Teaching the concepts of Lent and the special festivities during Holy Week is part of 
children’s curriculum because it is a main part of our Christian Faith. But it does not 
make it any easier. Explaining why Good Friday is good to us and not to Jesus is  
never easy, especially when one has to be sensitive to younger ears. As a parent 
myself I try to shield my children from all that is too gruesome and painful in life 
(e.g. the news). 

As a faith practitioner and teacher I have been contemplating recently the                  
importance of not watering down the Christian message. It is true that part of our 
major festivities recognise the bloody and horrible pain that Jesus Christ had to  
necessarily undergo. I do not find it easy to think of the nails or the cross, or indeed 
the horrible beating that Jesus receives prior to that. However, that is not the    
Christian message in its entirety. Watering down this message means that we fail to 
see the important of the resurrection.  

This year, halfway through the month of April the Church contemplates the                     
darkness of the cross so that the brightness of Easter may shine in its right                                                
measure. The resurrection of Christ was such a big and unexpected event that we 
still do not know how it happened. 

And this brings me to the tensions of teaching at schools about Good Friday. The 
darkest Friday of the liturgical year is called good, because what we believe as 
Christians is in the midst of sadness, pain, suffering and desperation (and there are 
much of them these days), the last word is not misery, but joy. A joy that transform 
one’s own heart. Many people saw the impossible become possible and many more 
live in the hopeful conviction that this will be true to us.  

Then one can mourn and grieve with joy as the pain is mixed with the beautiful  
scene of daffodils, or birds nesting. Sadness becomes a hopeful lamentation until 
the day when it turns into the joyful singing of our resurrection.  
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Café Church In Steeple Morden 

 
Café Church will be open from 9am  

on Fridays during term time.  
 

7, 14, 21 & 28 March 
 

We do not meet during school holidays. 
 

Everyone is welcome for tea, coffee, home-made cakes,  
toys for the children and chat. 

Church News 

Easter Eggs 

As in past years we would like to collect Easter Eggs for children in Refuges.  Last 
year, due to the generosity of many, we sent 50 via Mothers’ Union to Mary’s Child 
for onward transmission and about 10 were gratefully received by HomeStart.  We 
are looking for just ordinary chocolate eggs and if you are able to contribute they 
will be received by the children with joy and gratitude.   

Please contact Anne Hassall (853490), Rosemary Garner (852521) or Gilly McKee 
(852380) by Sunday, 6th April.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

Sharing Shelf 

Please note that Guilden Morden Congregational Church still has their Sharing Shelf 
(previously known as the Sharing Table!) in the front porch. Our motto is 'Bring 
what you can, take what you need'.   

We have been fortunate and received many donations, but more is always                        
gratefully received; and please do take from the shelf if you need to. 
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Church News  

St Peter & St Paul,                                            

Steeple Morden 

 

SPRING FAIR & GIFT DAY 

Saturday 26th April, 10am to 1pm 

 

Plenty of Stalls and Refreshments    
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Established for over 30 years 

01767 631716                               07808367542 
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In the Kitchen                                    Iola Urquhart 
Brown Butter Easter Blondies 

My Brown Butter Blondies are packed full of Easter chocolates 
and are sure to bring a sweet surprise to an afternoon pick-me-
up or as a fun dessert to any Easter dinner. Now that we are 
slowly approaching the sunnier months, I thought there is no 
better way to celebrate Easter and the end of Lent than with 
this incredible sweet treat! This recipe, like the others, is super 
easy to make and requires something slightly different in the 
browned butter, which adds the perfect rich, nutty taste to these blondies to create 
a not too sweet symphony of flavours! I really hope you love it as much as I do! 

Ingredients: 

250g unsalted butter  

200g light brown sugar  

50g dark brown sugar 

5 Crème Eggs chocolate (halved) 

160g Mini Eggs chocolate (bashed with rolling pin to create smaller fragments) 

Preheat the oven to 160 degrees fan, and line a 9-inch square tin with baking paper 

To give these blondies their perfect nutty flavour this recipe requires that the 
butter is browned and cooled before using. To brown the butter cut the block into 
small cubes and place in a saucepan over a medium heat, it is important to not walk 
away and keep stirring constantly with a spatula to avoid the butter burning. Whilst 
the butter melts over the medium heat it will bubble and froth, keep stirring for a 
few minutes until small brown milk solids form at the bottom of the pan and the 
butter has turned golden. Transfer the butter from the saucepan to a bowl to cool 
for about 10 minutes. 

Once the butter has cooled mix in the sugars until completely combined and then 
mix in the eggs and vanilla extract until light and fluffy. Finally fold in the flour, and 
then the chocolate chips and 80 grams of the broken mini eggs. Pour the batter into 
a lined baking tin and bake in the oven for 30 minutes, when you take it out it may 
still have a slight wobble in the centre which will set to create the perfect fudgy 
blondie. Leave to cool for a while before adding the rest of the mini eggs and crème 
egg halves to the top of the blondie for decoration. 

The process of browning the butter may seem slightly daunting but is actually quite 
simple and this recipe is such a delicious and heart-warming way to welcome the 
sunnier days. Happy Baking! 

3 medium eggs 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
275g plain flour 
100g chocolate chips 
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St Catherine’s Church 
 

Litlington Book Cafe 
10am — 12noon 

 

Held on the first Saturday of  
each month in Church 

 
5 April, 3 May  

   

   
We have a selection of 
freshly  brewed coffees,   
specialist teas and a range 
of freshly-baked cakes and biscuits. 
Our extensive second-hand book  
stalls offer books for sale for all the family. 
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               Morning Prayer at Litlington Church     
Tuesdays at 10am 

 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 April 

 followed by tea, coffee, and biscuits at 10.30am 
Come, join and have a chat. 

Calendar   of   Services  

6th April (Lent 5/ Passiontide) 

8:30am Wendy Holy Communion 

10:00am Litlington Holy Communion w/ AP 

10:30am Guilden Morden Holy Communion by extension 

13th April (Palm Sunday) 

10:00pm Steeple Morden Group Communion w/ Procession 

17th April (Maundy Thursday/ Easter Triduum) 

19:00pm Litlington Group Communion/foot washing 

18th April (Good Friday) 

10:00am Guilden Morden Walk of Witness (starts in GM Chapel) 

14:00pm Abington Pigotts Good Friday Reflective Service 

20th April (Easter Sunday) 

10:00am Abington Pigotts Holy Communion 

10:00am Steeple Morden Holy Communion 

27th April (Easter 2) 

10:00am Abington Pigotts Group Communion 

10:30am Guilden Morden United Communion at St. Mary’s 

Please see church noticeboards in case of changes to this list. 
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JEREMY  RULE FUNERAL  SERVICE 
 

         Jeremy Rule. MBIE. Dip. FD.                                             Ben Rule. Dip. FD  
 
 

Independent Local Family Funeral Director 
 

Offering a caring service at all times from a family business  
while providing help & guidance at your time of need 

 
 

 

   Office & Chapel of Rest :                                                              Telephone : 

  12, Church Lane, Royston.                        01763 242560   
 

Floodlight Diary 
St Mary’s, Guilden Morden   

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys  853217. 

St Catherine’s, Litlington    

When two people request the church is floodlit on the same date, the lights are switched on 
for two days. The price is only £5 to have the lights switched on for an occasion or a person. 
Please contact Pam Sharp 852425 or John Jenner 321347 

S Peter & S Paul, Steeple Morden  

1 February In loving memory of my father George Elliot RIP from his daughter 
Alison 

20 February In memory of my wife on the anniversary of our marriage 60 years 
ago from Brian Champion 

7 March   Congratulations to Terry Barnard on his 93rd birthday with love from 
all the family 

10  March        In memory of Arthur Goddard RIP 

 11/14 
March    

In loving memory of Ray Leach RIP who supported the Mordens RBL 
for many years 

9   April          In loving memory of Marie Wilmott RIP on her birthday with love 
from her family  

10  April          In loving memory of Ben Briers RIP 

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact                                                                           
David or Gilly McKee 852380  
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The Mordens WI 
We are a small, friendly group of 

ladies meeting on the third                        
Thursday of the month, usually in 

Guilden Morden Village Hall at                   
7.30 pm.  We have a wide variety of 
activities and interesting speakers 

throughout the year. 
 

If you would like to join us at any of 

our meetings, or to know more 

about The Mordens WI, please            

contact Joyce on 01763 852087. 

Transport can be arranged.  



 16                                                                                 www.shingaychurches.co.uk                      

 

01767 263 028  
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Heron Self Help Scheme 
 

A volunteer scheme for Cambridgeshire residents only offering 
emergency transport to the doctor, hospital, etc. 

 

For help contact your co-ordinator as shown below.  
The charge for this service is 30p per mile payable to the driver. 

 

Steeple Morden                                   Frances Lucy     01763  852608  

Guilden Morden                                  Christine Furmston      01763 852125 

Litlington& Abington Pigotts                Hilary Sharp      01763 852272 

Bassingbourn & Kneesworth               Anna Burwitz   07592783566  

Orwell & Wimpole                                Maggie Galan     01223 207307 
 

Please give at least 48 hours’ notice if at all possible and 
only request help between 9 am and 6 pm, and not on Bank 

Holidays, except in extreme emergency. 
 

CAN YOU HELP US TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED OUR SERVICES? 
We are in urgent need of volunteer drivers in all villages.  A mileage                           

allowance is paid, and insurance cover provided.                                                                             
Please contact one of the above, as appropriate, if you can help.  

Litlington Congregational Church 

APRIL 
 All are welcome at our friendly services 

 6th                  11.00 am       Mr. Thomas Dodd 
13th                11.00 am       Ms. Christine Brown -  MERCY SHIPS  
                                                PRESENTATION  
20th                11.00 am       Mrs. Davina Calbraith - Communion Service-  
                                                EASTER SUNDAY 
27th                10.30 am       Mr Tony Frost ( At Guilden Morden) 

 

HALL HIRE 
Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. The 7.4 m X 
5.7 m room has an independent entrance and a separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby 
area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables are available.It will accommodate up to 
30 people for meals and up to 45 for meetings and buffets. 
Contact:-  litcchurch@aol.com 
 

TO ALL WALKERS, CYCLISTS AND RUNNERS 
Do you fancy a break during your Sunday activities? We will serve refreshments to 
you in the Church hall or Church from 12.00 to 12.30 each Sunday.. Better still, why 
not come to the service at 11.00 am and then stay for refreshments and a chat. 
If you are part of a larger group then please email litcchurch@aol.com giving as 

much notice as possible so that we can plan for your visit. 



 18                                                                                 www.shingaychurches.co.uk                      

 

Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 

April 2025 
www.guilden-morden-congregational-church.weebly.com 

Every Friday at 10.00am in the Chapel you are also welcome to join an informal gathering of 
those praying for our villages and our world. 

Wed 2nd Apr 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots 
Sunday 6th Apr 10.30am Café style service. Come and join us for croissants and coffee 

in our relaxed style of worship.  Member of Litlington congregational 
Church will also be joining us! All welcome.  

Monday 7th Apr 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with our minister, 
Tony 

 10.30 – 12.00 Men’s Guild 
  2.00 – 4.00pm COGS  
  7.00 for a 7.30pm start Community Choir  
Wed 9th Apr 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots  
Sunday 13th Apr 11.00am Joint at Litlington Congregational Church led by Mrs Christine 

Brown 
Monday 14th Apr 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with our minister, 

Tony 
  7.00 for a 7.30pm start Community Choir 
Wed 16th Apr 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots  
Fri 18th Apr Good Friday Walk – more details to follow 
Sunday 20th Apr 10.30am Easter Sunday service at the chapel including Communion 
Wed 23rd Apr 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots 
Sunday 27th Apr 10.30am Service with Litlington Congregational Church and St Mary’s 
Monday 28th Apr 9.30 - 11.30am Open Church. Come and have a chat with our minister, 

Tony 
 7.00 for 7.30pm start Community Choir 
Wed 30th Apr 9.00 – 11.30am Fun4Tots  
 

Other group meetings: 
 Bridge Club          Mondays at 19.30    
 Community Choir      Mondays at 19.00 for a 19.30pm start 
 History Group   Wednesday 2 Apr at Steeple Morden Village Hall 
 Knit and Natter           Tuesday 1st and 15th Apr  
 Photographic Club  29th Apr 2025 
 Sewing Group  8th Apr - every 2nd Thursday 
     
Home group Zoom and face to face meetings Tuesdays 20.00 

Contact Emily for details emilymwilkinson@doctors.org.uk  
 

Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities please contact Gina Ferrari                                 
ginaferrari57@gmail.com 

http://www.guilden-morden-congregational-church.weebly.com
mailto:emilymwilkinson@doctors.org.uk
mailto:ginaferrari57@gmail.com
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STEPHEN CHAPMAN 

Boiler Man 
OFTEC REGISTERED 

________________________ 
 

Servicing, Repairing & 
Commissioning                                   
Oil Fire Boilers 

Contact Julie in the office  
on 07519 721643  
or 01438 233612 

 
 

Email  

steveoilboilers@gmail.com 
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Specialists in made to measure window  
coverings: 

 

Beautifully made and locally produced  
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 
 

Experts in home automated motorised  
solutions 

 

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS. 
 

FIND US AT 
Phillimore Garden Centre,  

Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn. SG8 6EY 
Tel: 01763 263399 

 

www.sageblinds.co.uk 
 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

http://www.sageblinds.co.uk
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6a Shortmead Street 
Biggleswade 

Beds 
SG18 0AP 

Tel 01767 314798 
www.nrdaws.co.uk 

Email info@nrdaws.co.uk 
 

For all of your insurance needs including -  
Motor, Household, Landlords, Shop, Office, 

Liability & Business Combined 
 

Regulated and Authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority 
Registration Number 308647 

mailto:info@nrdaws.co.uk
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PAUL HUTLEY    
CARPENTRY 

 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF                               
CARPENTRY,                                          

REFURBISHMENT &                       
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

 

KITCHENS, DOORS,                    
STAIRCASES, 

FLOORING, WINDOWS,                      
TILING, 

WARDROBES/STORAGE. 
Please contact me for a quotation 

07702905915 
paulhutley1@gmail.com 
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