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Rector’s Letter

Shamus Williams

At our services during much of May, we will hear some of the stories of how
Christ appeared to various people after His resurrection. A notable feature
of most of these accounts is how Jesus repeatedly greets people with
“Peace be with you”. Doubtless He said this to many people before He
was crucified, but He seems to stress this all the more after the
resurrection. Hearing this phrase repeated many times in church during
May is likely to have an extra resonance this year, as we continue to think
and pray for an end to violence in Ukraine. The accounts of the polar
opposite of peace there have been shocking. In total contrast to the
violence, it has been heartening to hear of the many thousands of people
of compassion and goodwill who have offered a shelter and home for the
refugees, both here and in the countries surrounding Ukraine.
Just one practical helper I read about was Adam Krasiński, a 22year-old student from Warsaw, who got together with two friends and drove
a convoy of three cars to the Ukranian border. “It’s what we could do to
help,” he said. “We don’t have the money to help but we do have cars and
we can drive.” They took a family of six Ukrainians, four Moroccan students
and an Afghan back to Warsaw. “The volume of people fleeing is quite
incredible, and the way Poland is reacting is quite emotional,” he said.
“Everyone who can is helping.”
The cover picture this month is of a Bible and someone praying.
Whether we are in a position to offer practical help or not, these are two
things which can also help. Of course we pray for peace, and pray for all
who are suffering, but our prayer also can help us to keep our compassion
flowing, and not allow the accounts of brutal violence in any way to
brutalise us. And a good prayer might be slowly to repeat and meditate
upon that greeting of the risen Lord: “Peace be with you. My peace I give
to you”.
Shamus Williams
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Floodlight Diary
St Mary’s, Guilden Morden
April

Shining in celebration of the birth of Elliot Martin Vaughton
on 9th March, who will light up the world as much as did his
grandfather, Martin Vaughton, who untimely died on 5th
February 2018.

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys
853217.

St Catherine’s, Litlington
Mar 27th

March 27th Mothering Sunday for June Chaffey RIP

If you would like the lights switched on, please contact Pam Sharp
852425 or John Jenner 242127. The cost is still only £5.

St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden
If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact
David or Gilly McKee 852380.

St Peter and St Paul’s Church News
THANK YOU FOR THE EASTER EGGS!
We have received the following ‘Once again a big thank you to the people of Steeple Morden and their
friends for your generous gifts of Easter eggs. You are all so kind. Happy
Easter to everyone. Maureen Haigh (Ely Mothers’ Union)’
We received fifty eggs in time for Easter. Thank you again – a wonderful
result.
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Serving from 9am to 11.30am on Fridays during term time.
Cafe
Church
will be
open
on
May dates:
3rd, 10th,
17th
and 24th.

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th May

We serve9am
coffee,
hot chocolate
totea,
11.30
bacon baps, cakes, fruit, biscuits.

in Steeple Morden Church

Tea,

Everyone, 0-100 years is welcomed.
Children’s activities.
coffee, home-made
cakes and

chat

Do come and join us and have a chat too!

Everyone is welcome.

TALK BY ANNE LAWRENCE QPM
on her life as a Counter Terrorism Detectiv
Tuesday, 10th May 202
at Foxton Village Hal
7pm for 7.3
Shingay Deanery Mothers’ Union are hosting a supper
followed by a talk by Anne Lawrence QP
Anne received the Queen’s Police Medal for her wor
Please ring Anne Hassall on 01763 853490 to reserve a plac
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In the Garden

Yasmeen Brigstocke

There is something very satisfying about growing flowers to decorate your
own home or to give to family or friends. April is a good time to start a
hardy annual cutting patch to grow flowers such as scabious, cornflowers,
nigella and calendula. Hardy annuals are fast growing plants which grow
from seed and flower in the same year and they are robust enough to
withstand late frosty nights. They are also fairly easy to grow.
Ideally, the area you chose should get several hours of sun a day
and doesn’t have overhanging trees or shrubs. A four metre by two metre
plot will provide you with enough flowers to fill a vase every few days
through the summer. You can simply dig out this area or create a couple
of raised beds. The important thing is to break down the surface soil to a
very fine texture so that the seeds can put down roots easily. Dig the bed
over with a spade and fork breaking up any large clods of earth and
removing weeds, including their roots. Then rake it, getting rid of small
stones. You can add general purpose fertiliser, but this is not usually
needed unless your soil looks very poor. This is because most hardy
annuals don’t need the rich soil required by other plants such as dahlias
and roses. In fact, you might find that, in a very fertile soil which has plenty
of nitrates, they are very leafy and don’t produce as many flowers.
I then make little furrows about a centimetre deep, in lines about
10-15 centimetres apart and carefully water them to ensure the soil is wet.
This gives you defined lines to sow the seeds in. Then anything coming
up between these rows is likely to be a weed. Sow the seeds, with the
tallest varieties at the back of the border and shorter varieties at the front.
Sprinkle the seeds sparingly along the lines. Finish by carefully pulling the
soil over the furrows to cover them, firming it down lightly with the back of
a rake.
It’s important to set up some sort of animal deterrent system to
stop cats, birds etc. from spoiling the area. I use a number of small sticks
placed around the edges of the bed about 30 centimetres apart and form a
sort of web of string criss-crossing the area tied around the sticks. You
could also try chicken wire, raised above the ground by about 10
centimetres.
Keep the area moist without disturbing the soil too much, so a fine
spray-head hose or watering can is pretty useful for this. Seedlings should
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In the Garden (cont.)

Yasmeen Brigstocke

start to appear after around a week or two depending on what you’re
sowing. Remove any weeds as soon as possible and if the seedlings are
crammed together pick out a few to provide space for the others to grow.
Water well, especially in dry spells. Pinch out the tips of leggy looking
plants when they are a few centimetres tall to encourage more stem
formation. Most plants will not need staking, though some tall varieties
might.
Once the plants start to flower, cut them frequently as this
encourages them to produce more buds. Of course, if you don’t want to
use them as cut flowers the same method can be used to create an annual
flower meadow.
Here’s a short list of flowers you might like to grow: Nigella,
Cornflowers, Larkspur (Consolida), Calendula (Marigolds) Ammi majus
(Bishop’s flower), Scabious, Gypsophila (Baby’s Breath), Godetia, Fennel,
Dill, Orlaya grandiflora and the shorter sunflowers.
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Thursday 19th May - Maggie’s Caring Cancer
Thursday 16th June - Jubilee Barbeque
Everyone is welcome.
If anyone wishes to join an event, please contact
Joyce on 01763 852087.

SUBLIME SCHUBERT SOIREE
with the ‘Trout’ Quintet
MAY 21st 2022 at 7.30 at
St Mary’s Church Baldock
Schubert's Piano Quintet nicknamed the ‘Trout’, with its unusual instrumentation of piano,
violin, viola, cello and bass, is a favourite chamber music work.

In aid of RevIvel, trying to save the upper River Ivel, a rare chalk stream
near Baldock. www.ReviIvel.org
RevIvel want to see brown trout in the river again!
MONTAGNANA ENSEMBLE including:
EMMA CROSSLEY Violin; NICK EVANS-PUGHE Viola;
CATHERINE WILMERS Cello; JILL MORTON Piano;
MELISANDE LOCHAK Bass
All have performed in major London orchestras
TICKETS £15 full, children under 10 free,
£12 bought in advance from www.ticketsource.co.uk/fosm, St.Mary’s or the
Community Centre, Baldock, include canapés; there is a pay-bar.

www.cwilmers.co.uk
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Theatre at The Three Tuns
Guilden Morden SG8 OJP

Saturday 28th May at 5pm
This is an open-air performance so please bring
chairs/blankets; food & drinks available

Online tickets www.thisismytheatre.com
Hosted by Guilden Morden Community Pub
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Sponsored by

Saturday 14th May - 10am to 1pm
The Three Tuns Guilden Morden

25+ STALLS
LOCAL FOOD, DRINK & CRAFTS
Breakfast, brunch & lunch available from the pub
To book a market pitch for £10 call 07980 200005
w w w.g m c p l td .co m

-

Half pg:
ENJOY PILATES MAT WORK CLASSES in

ARRINGTON, BALDOCK, BARKWAY, BUNTINGFORD,
FOWLMERE, GUILDEN MORDEN, KELSHALL,
STEEPLE MORDEN, THERFIELD & WHADDON
For more details & bookings:
WWW.BONFITNESSPILATES.CO.UK
TEL/TEXT: LOUISE: 07867 675 389
Pilates Foundation Teacher
with over 10 years experience
Improve your Posture, Breathe & Relax

shingaychurches.co.uk
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com

May 2022
Café style service. Come and join us
for croissants and coffee in our
relaxed style of worship. All welcome
Mix and Match for parents and
toddlers

Sun 1st

10.30am

Wed 4th

9.00am-11.00am

Sun 8th

11.00am

Joint service at Litlington

Mon 9th

10.30am

Men’s Guild in the Schoolroom

Wed 11th

9.00am-11.00am

Sun 15th

10.30am

Tue 17th

14.00pm

COGS meeting

Wed 18th

9.00am-11.00am

Mix and Match for parents and
toddlers

Sun 22nd

10.30am

Family Church in the Chapel

Wed 25th

9.00am-11.00am

Mix and Match for parents and
toddlers

Sun 29th

10.30am

Communion service in the Chapel

Mix and Match for parents and
toddlers
Joint service with St Mary’s in the
Chapel

A huge thank you to all those people who supported the tea party held
at the Chapel on 31st March for the people of Ukraine. We are
delighted to say that the sum raised was £1060.80, which has now
been sent to the Disaster Emergency Committee’s Ukraine Appeal.
On 2nd June we shall be running a stall at the Village Event publicising
our Time Capsule Project and running some children’s activities.
Do come along for a chat.
Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 8.00pm.
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com
Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities contact
Gerry Watkins 01763 852869
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Litlington Congregational Church
You will receive a warm welcome at our Sunday services which
commence at 11.00 am unless shown otherwise.
MAY 2022
Sun 3rd

Mr Thomas Dodd
Reverend John Whittle
Joined by Guilden Morden
Congregational Church
Mrs Sandra Galton
Communion Service
Mr Dexter Slatter

Sun 8th
Sun 15th
Sun 22nd
Sun 29th

10.30am *

Mr Tony Frost

* To be held at Guilden Morden Congregational Church, Pound
Green, Guilden Morden, SG8 0JZ
Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation.
The 7.4 X 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and a
separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. Chairs
and tables available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals
and up to 45 for meetings and buffets.
Contact :- litcchurch@aol.com
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Calendar of
1st May (Easter 3)
8.30am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am

Abington Pigotts

Parish Communion

9.30am

Litlington

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

Parish Communion

9.30am

Litlington

Parish Communion

10.00am

Abington Pigotts

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

All-Age Worship

10.45am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion

8th May (Easter 4)

15th May (Easter 5)
8.30am

Abington Pigotts

Parish Communion (PB)

9.30am

Litlington

Parish Communion

9.45am

Steeple Morden

Family Service

10.30am

Guilden Morden

United Service at Chapel

22nd May (Easter 6)
10.00am

Litlington

Group Communion

Thurs 26th May (Ascension Day)
6.00pm
shingaychurches.co.uk

Guilden Morden

Holy Communion
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Services
29th May (Ascension 1)
10.00am

Guilden Morden

Group Communion

5th June (Pentecost) - Jubilee weekend
9.30am

Litlington

Family Service

9.45am

Steeple Morden

Family Service

10.00am

Abington Pigotts

Family Service

11.00am

Guilden Morden

Parish Communion

Please see church notice boards in case of changes to this list.

shingaychurches.co.uk
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Smarties Preschool
‘GOOD’ OFSTED INSPECTION 2018
We have places available from Age 2
To Book your Place: 01763 852888
smartiesmanager@gmail.com
Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
We also run a Breakfast, Afterschool & Holiday Club too! (Age 3+)
COME AND SEE OUR FANTASTIC FOREST SCHOOL
& OUTDOOR PLAY AREA
Charity Commission Number: 1031476 Ofsted Registration: EY434661

Smarties Breakfast & Afterschool Club
For children aged 3-14
7.45am-8.50am
3.10pm-6.00pm
Bookings:
01763 852888 or smartiesmanager@gmail.com
Community Building, 7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
Please feel free to contact us to come and look around.
Available to children from all local areas,
open 48 weeks of the year.
WE ALSO HAVE A FANTASTIC OUTDOOR PLAY AREA
& USE OF THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND
14

Established over 30 years

01767 631716

shingaychurches.co.uk

07808367542
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- Home grown Asparagus throughout May
- PYO Peonies for half term (weather dependent)
- Farm Shop, Gift Hall, Cafe, Garden Shop, Fun Barn & Beach
A10 Melbourn By-Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6DF Tel: 01763 260418
Email: customerservices@burylanefarmshop.co.uk www.burylanefarmshop.co.uk and www.burylanefunbarn.co.uk
Please check our websites and social media for more details
FOOD HALL • DELICATESSEN • BUTCHERS • FISHMONGERS • CAFÉ • GIFT HALL • GARDEN SHOP • FUN BARN

Front of House, Bar and Twilight Staff
South Farm is the leading venue in the county for Weddings and
Special Occasions and we are looking to add more key members to our team.
With over 200 weddings and large events this year, our appeal is the idyllic
country setting, superlative homegrown food and fantastic planning and service.

Front of House, Bar and Twilight Staff
If you are over 18, local, with good work ethics and looking
for part-time or full-time work then please get in touch.
Flexible hours, including shifts to fit around other commitments,
college hours or childcare. Pay dependant on age and experience.
Please send CV’s to becky@south-farm.co.uk
South Farm Shingay-cum-Wendy Royston Cambridgeshire SG8 OHR

www.south-farm.co.uk
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Arrington Garden Centre
Celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with British and home grown plants
Annuals, perennials, bedding, trees, shrubs, seeds, herbs & veg
Large selection of houseplants, sundries and tools
...and much more!

NEW for 2022 large selection of
houseplants

Located directly off the A1198 near Arrington, SG8 0AG | Open 7 days a week | 01223 208194
www.arringtongardencentre.co.uk | manager@arringtongardencentre.com

ALL YOU NEED FOR YOUR GARDEN, THROUGH ALL THE SEASONS

43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW
01763 245000 or 01223 870440

www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk

shingaychurches.co.uk
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Specialists in made to measure window coverings:
Beautifully made and locally produced Curtains and Roman Blinds
Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and Aluminium Venetian Blinds
Plantation shutters and Awnings
Experts in home automated motorised solutions
FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.
FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre,
Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399
www.sageblinds.co.uk
Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm
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Mobility Assistance
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by ‘Wheels for
Martin’s Friends’, which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.
The Trustees of the ‘Wheels for Martin’s Friends’ charity would like to hear
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or mobility
aid. Call Peter Furmston 852125 or Heather Watts 852727 for further information.

BERRY ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Litlington
Offering a friendly personal service for small
businesses

Personal care and attention 24 hours
a day by local caring, qualified staff

All types of funeral
Memorials
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Kingfisher House
Fish Hill ROYSTON SG8 9LB
T: 01763 242375
E: enquiries@newlingsofroyston.co.uk

www.newlingsofroyston.co.uk
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Self Assessment Tax Returns
Annual Accounts
Tax Planning
Business Start-up Specialist
Business Planning & Support
Compliance / Disputes with HMRC
Mentoring
VAT Returns
Payroll Services
Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements

Tel:

01763 852622

Mob:

07850 426325

Web: www.berryaccounts.co.uk
E-mail:

jim1berry@aol.com

shingaychurches.co.uk
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01767 263028

19,000

01449 781210
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JORDAN
OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD
ESTABLISHED 1968
An Independent oil boiler
commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company
OFTEC Registered
Approved Service Company for
Grant UK
& other leading boiler manufacturers
All our vans carry a full range of
genuine boiler spares
Tel: 01438 355583
Mobile 07831 364607

With a personal touch
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

-
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HORNE BUILDERS
*Kitchens
*Windows
*Door hanging/adjustment
*Gutters tted/cleaned
*Fencing & Gates
*Shelves etc
*All small jobs considered
Please contact us with your
building or carpentry needs.
Call Dan on 07958 342821

fi
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FLOWER FESTIVAL
Steeple Morden Church
Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th June 2022
celebrating the Queen’s 70 Years of Service

The Festival will be open to view from 11am to 4pm
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
with a Festival Songs of Praise on
Sunday at 9.45am

