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Associate Priest’s Letter

Ann Bol

Summer is here at last. Lots of rain and cold followed by hot days and
humidity - weather that some of us love while others hate it. This is also
the time when the wild flowers flourish. A wildflower is defined as “a
flower of an uncultivated variety or one that grows freely without human
intervention.” Over the years, we have learned to value these
independent beauties: by letting road edges grow tall and wild; by
following the “no-mow May rule”; and by encouraging “wild corners” in
our gardens.
I was surprised to discover that we are blessed with having
wildflowers flowering all year round: different colours, shapes, sizes,
preferred habitats. Some we are all familiar with (ox-eye daisy,
dandelion, poppy) and others less-so (pasqueflower, grass of
Parnassus). Popping up throughout the year, these plants provide a
year-round source of food for insects and wild life, together with a
pleasing vista for the human eye.
We have four seasons in the church year too - Advent and
Christmas, Lent and Easter - the first two separated from the latter two
by periods of Ordinary Time. Like the wild flowers that appear
throughout the year, there are various commemorations, festivals and
saint’s days. Again, there are some with which we are familiar (Harvest,
Halloween, St George’s Day, St Patrick’s Day) and others that may be
less familiar to us. Each is associated with a specific colour bringing
dashes of colour into the church building as fabrics are changed to
match the day.
Some examples coming up over July and August:
July 22 - Mary Magdalene, colour white;
July 3 - Thomas the Apostle, colour red;
July 27 - Bishop Westcott, teacher (after which Westcott House,
Cambridge is named), colour green;
August 6 - Transfiguration of Jesus, colour gold.
Dotted throughout the year, these days provide us with reminders of
those who have gone before us in faith; that their examples can feed
and encourage us to follow in their footsteps; and that by using ordinary
people, through the Holy Spirit, God continues to work towards making
this a better place for all his creation.
With this in mind, four times a year we come across the Ember
Days: days dedicated to prayer and fasting, especially for those called to
serve and dedicate their lives to God. The Petertide Ember Days fall at
the end of June. These days are marked as the time when Ordinations
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Associate Priest’s Letter (cont.)

Ann Bol

and Priestings take place. This year these services will be held in the Ely
Diocese on July 3 & 4. We hold all involved in our prayers.
‘Wildflowers’ by Gaby Comprés
let's be wildflowers,
let our souls be scattered by the wind.
let us grow, wild and free,
tall and brave,
in the places that we dream,
in the places where our longings
are filled.
let us grow between the cracks
of brokenness,
and we will make everything beautiful.

ST PETER & ST PAUL’S CHURCH NEWS
THE OPEN AIR CAFÉ on 17th July will be organised by the School PTA as
part of their walking fete throughout the village. We look forward to a great
turn-out. The following Café will be on Saturday, 21st August, 11am -1pm.
Please put it in your diary.
Gilly and Anne

ST MARY’S CHURCH NEWS
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY: After 40 years, the time has come for me

to pass on the job of collecting the house boxes to someone else. I am
very pleased to tell you that Janice Cook of Pound Green, Guilden
Morden, has offered to take over. Thank you Janice. I do ask everyone
with a house box to continue with donations, however small. Times are
difficult. I know that over the past year people have regretted not having
any change or many coins but you can always pop a cheque made out to
the Children’s Society in your box. Janice will be letting you know when
she needs the boxes. The Children’s Society has sent a letter of
acknowledgement to me, which I will display in church. Do please support
Janice and if anyone would like to start collecting I am sure she will be
able to supply boxes. Prospect readers will remember Janice as a senior
teacher at the village school for many years. Thank you for your loyal
support.
Cynthia Worboys
shingaychurches.co.uk

In the Garden

Yasmeen Brigstocke

Here we are already, it’s the middle of summer. The first flush of roses is
over, and the fresh, heady greens of spring have given way to colours of
mature sobriety. Purple leaves hang heavy on beech and cherry. The sun
dries the earth and watering becomes a bit of a chore.
I’m keeping a watchful eye on the trees in the garden; in the past
few years the hot summers have killed off two beautiful specimens in the
garden, in an unexpected way. The first was a hazel which suddenly lost
its leaves in August and then, last summer, the strawberry tree began to
look stressed, dropping its leathery deep green leaves. Thinking that the
willow nearby was taking up too much water we gave it a hard prune,
removing all its branches. But all that happened was that it exposed the
strawberry tree to the scorching August sun and almost overnight its
remaining leaves turned brown and the whole thing died. I keep saying to
myself, it shouldn’t have happened, but this, I guess, is the problem that
climate change brings. So, be vigilant of trees and shrubs in your domain
this summer, and, in case they start to show signs of stress, be careful not
to make things worse for them.
Looking back on it now, I should have cleared all the weeds around
the tree and watered it deeply by sticking a tube down to a depth of at
least 50cms in the earth, a bit like a canula, to direct the life-giving water
straight down to its deeper roots.
Anyway, back to this year. If you’re growing garlic, mid-July is the
time to harvest it. Its leaves will be starting to wither away now so the
bulbs can be dug up and left to dry in a sheltered area away from rain.
Save a couple of the biggest ones to separate into cloves and plant in
September for next year’s crop.
The flower borders may be looking a bit tired and dry so it will do
no harm to mulch them well after a good watering. The mulch will retain
the moisture in the ground for longer. It will also make weeding easier. And
roses which repeat flower in early autumn will do much better after having
their leaves sprayed weekly with a foliar feed of seaweed extract.
Vegetable plants with are nourished with some organic liquid
fertiliser will reward you with producing better crops. And if slugs and
snails have lunched on your beans, lettuces and spinach, there’s still time
to plant some more. They will be safer if you sow them in 9cm pots filled
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In the Garden (cont.)

Yasmeen Brigstocke

with compost and allow them to produce at least five or six leaves before
planting them into the border. So long as the beans’ growing tip remains
intact the plants will continue to climb skywards.
As usual, we have to plan ahead and now is the time to think about what to
grow for winter and the following spring. Young plants of winter vegetables
such as cabbages, broccoli and kale need to be planted out now. There is
still time to grow herbs such as coriander, dill and basil from seed for use
in the autumn.
Maybe you’re like me, and will spend the summer propagating new
plants from cuttings and trying to catch up with the weeding and pruning,
but hopefully you’ll have time to take in the beauty of the plants and wildlife
that surrounds us from the comfort of a sun lounger with a cold drink in
hand. Enjoy!

15th July
Speaker to be confirmed
19th August
Victorian Afternoon Garden Tea in a Garden
16th September
Speaker: Dr. Tim Wreghitt
“Making a stand for Chelsea”
Everyone is welcome and if anyone wish to join us for any
event, please contact Joyce on 01763 852087.
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We are very excited to announce that he S eeple Mo den Co id elea e
summer party will be held this August Bank holiday weekend on the recreation
ground here in the village. With thanks to some very generous sponsors we
are able to offer a free physical and live event for all the family!
On Saturday 28th August from 3pm you can sit back, relax and enjoy an
afternoon for the family, with sporting activities, fairground rides, BBQ food
and ice cream. Then as night falls, get your dancing shoes on for a line up of
live music to satisfy all tastes. We are delighted to announce a local
band, followed by the amazing Wild Tonics and then a bit of fun with the
country music line dancing. The evening will draw to a colourful conclusion by
11pm.
Bring your own food and drink, picnic hamper, rugs, gazebos, and set up your
pitch for the duration.
We look forward to seeing you and enjoying an afternoon and evening of fun
and festivities, where social distancing is an option not a requirement. So
put the date in your diary, dust off your dancing shoes and warm up your
voices we look forward to seeing you all to celebrate a long over due return
to normality.
Any questions or queries, please
steeplemordenharvestfair@gmail.com

feel

free

to

contact

us

at

From, The organising committee in partnership with and thanks to its
generous sponsors.
ARJ construction
Bury Lane Farm Shop
P o he o Ga age
Townlands Trust

shingaychurches.co.uk
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Smarties Preschool
‘GOOD’ OFSTED INSPECTION 2018
We have places available from Age 2
To Book your Place: 01763 852888
smartiesmanager@gmail.com
Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
We also run a Breakfast, Afterschool & Holiday Club too! (Age 3+)
COME AND SEE OUR FANTASTIC FOREST SCHOOL
& OUTDOOR PLAY AREA
Charity Commission Number: 1031476 Ofsted Registration: EY434661

Smarties Breakfast & Afterschool Club
For children aged 3-14
7.45am-8.50am
3.10pm-6.00pm
Bookings:
01763 852888 or smartiesmanager@gmail.com
Community Building, 7 Hay Street
Steeple Morden
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
Please feel free to contact us to come and look around.
Available to children from all local areas,
open 48 weeks of the year.
WE ALSO HAVE A FANTASTIC OUTDOOR PLAY AREA
& USE OF THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND
shingaychurches.co.uk
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Educating Children through Play

CONTACT US NOW to BOOK your child's place
for September!
We take children from 2 years and incorporate daily activities for rising 5year-olds. We have EXCELLENT outside learning facilities to cater for all.

OFSTED rated 'GOOD'
Contact us on 07984 935193, email us on admin@litlingtonpreschool.net or you
can send us a message via our Facebook page ' Litlington Pre-School'
Charity Number 1022387

Front of House, Housekeeping, Bar, Overnight Staff
South Farm is the leading venue in the county for Weddings and
Special Occasions and we are looking to add more key members to our team.
With over 200 weddings and large events this year, our appeal is the idyllic
country setting, superlative homegrown food and fantastic planning and service.

Front of House, Housekeeping, Bar & Overnight Staff
If you are over 18, local, with good work ethics and looking
for part-time or full-time work then please get in touch.

Flexible hours, including shifts to fit around other commitments,
college hours or childcare. Pay dependant on age and experience.
Please send CV’s to becky@south-farm.co.uk

South Farm Shingay-cum-Wendy Royston Cambridgeshire SG8 OHR

www.south-farm.co.uk
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary
July/August 2021
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com
With the current government advice we plan to hold all future services in the Church, but will reassess if the advice changes. Correct measures to enable the use of the Chapel and
schoolroom are all in place, so the schoolroom is now available for general use subject to any
prevailing restrictions. Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities should contact
Gerry Watkins 01763 852869
Sunday 4th July

10.30am Family/café service in the school room, led by Sandy and Tony

Monday 5th July

10.30am Men’s Guild in the schoolroom

Wed 7th July

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 11th July 11.00am Service at Litlington, led by Fiona Davis
Wed 14th July

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 18th July 10.30am Joint service with St Mary’s at the Chapel
14.30 – 15.30pm Sunday Club in the school room led by Sandy Watkins
Wed 21st July

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 25th July 10.30am Joint Communion Service with Litlington at the Chapel
Wed 28th July

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 1st Aug

10.30am Family/café service in the school room, led by Tony

Monday 2nd Aug

10.30am Men’s Guild in the schoolroom

Wed 4th Aug

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 8th Aug

11.00am Service at Litlington

Wed 11th Aug

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 15th Aug 10.30am Service at the Chapel led by Tony
Wed 18th Aug

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 22nd Aug 10.30am Prayer walk organised by the congregation, starting at the Chapel
Wed 25th Aug

9.00am – 11.00. Mix and Match for parents and toddlers

Sunday 29th Aug 10.30am Joint Communion service with Litlington at the Chapel, and
Sunday Club. Visiting preacher TBC.
Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 20.00pm , Contact Amanda for details
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Litlington Congregational Church
Meeting Lane SG8 0QF
Our friendly regular Sunday services commence at 11am.
All are welcome.
Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. The
7.4 X 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and a separate
kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables
available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals and up to 45 for
meetings and buffets.
Contact Peter Shoard 01763 853427.
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Calendar of
4th July (Trinity 5)
8.30am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am

Abington Pigotts

Morning Prayer

9.30am

Litlington

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

Parish Communion

12.30pm

Guilden Morden

Baptism

11th July (Trinity 6)
8.30am

Wendy

Parish Communion

9.30am

Litlington

Parish Communion

10.00am

Abington Pigotts

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

All-Age Worship

10.45am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion

18th July (Trinity 7)
Abington Pigotts: No Service today.
9.30am

Litlington

Parish Communion

9.45am

Steeple Morden

Family Service

10.00am

Wendy

Morning Prayer

10.30am

Guilden Morden

United Service at Chapel

12.30pm

Guilden Morden

Baptism

25th July (James the Apostle)
10.00am

shingaychurches.co.uk

Guilden Morden

Group Communion for all
parishes
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Services
1st August (Trinity 9)
8.30am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am

Abington Pigotts

Morning Prayer

9.30am

Litlington

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

Parish Communion

8th August (Trinity 10)
8.30am

Wendy

Parish Communion

9.30am

Litlington

Parish Communion

10.00am

Abington Pigotts

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

All-Age Worship

10.45am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion

15th August (The Blessed Virgin Mary)
8.30am

Abington Pigotts

Parish Communion (PB)

9.30am

Litlington

Parish Communion

9.45am

Steeple Morden

Family Service

10.00am

Wendy

Morning Prayer

11.00am

Guilden Morden

Parish Communion

12.30pm

Steeple Morden

Baptism

22nd August (Trinity 12)
10.00am

Steeple Morden

Group Communion for all
parishes

29th August (Trinity 13)
10.00am
shingaychurches.co.uk

Guilden Morden

Group Communion for all
parishes
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Calendar of Services (cont.)
5th Sept (Trinity 14)
8.30am

Steeple Morden

Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am

Abington Pigotts

Parish Communion

9.30am

Litlington

Family Service

10.00am

Guilden Morden

Parish Communion

12.30pm

Steeple Morden

Baptism

Changes to this list may be needed at short notice. Please see
church notice boards and www.shingaychurches.co.uk

shingaychurches.co.uk
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Floodlight Diary
St Mary’s, Guilden Morden
Jun 10th

The lights were shining for Gillian on the first anniversary of
the passing of her father Tom Jones. RIP

If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys
853217.
Memorial flowers. There is a space in the screen if anyone would like to
leave special flowers near the book which records details of the interment
of ashes. There is a choice of vases in the old kitchen.

St Catherine’s, Litlington
If you would like the lights switched on, please contact Pam Sharp
852425 or John Jenner 242127. The cost is still only £5.

St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden
Jun 14th

In memory of Major Alan Channing USAF on the occasion
of his birthday

If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact
David or Gilly McKee 852380.
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- Home grown Asparagus, Peonies & Strawberries
- Open 7 days a week, large free car park
A10 Melbourn By-Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6DF Tel: 01763 260418
Email: customerservices@burylanefarmshop.co.uk www.burylanefarmshop.co.uk and www.burylanefunbarn.co.uk
Please check our websites and social media for more details

Arrington Garden Centre
Come and visit our friendly team for expert advice!
UK and home grown veg plants, herbs, bedding, herbaceous perennials, shrubs and trees
Large range of Mr Fothergill flower seeds
Specialist composts, mulches, garden aggregates and grits

Located directly off the A1198 near Arrington, SG8 0AG | Open 7 days a week | 01223 208194
www.arringtongardencentre.co.uk | manager@arringtongardencentre.com

NEED SG8
FOR0AG
YOUR
GARDEN,
ALL208194
THE SEASONS
directly off the A1198ALL
nearYOU
Arrington,
| Open
7 days THROUGH
a week | 01223
shingaychurches.co.uk
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Specialists in made to measure window coverings:
Beautifully made and locally produced Curtains and Roman Blinds
Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and Aluminium Venetian Blinds
Plantation shutters and Awnings
Experts in home automated motorised solutions
FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.
FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre,
Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399
www.sageblinds.co.uk
Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-4pm
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Mobility Assistance
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by ‘Wheels for
Martin’s Friends’, which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.
The Trustees of the ‘Wheels for Martin’s Friends’ charity would like to hear
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or mobility
aid. Call Peter Furmston 852125 or Heather Watts 852727 for further information.
Berry Accounting Services
Litlington, Royston
Offering a friendly personal service for small
businesses
o

Self Assessment Tax Returns

o

Annual Accounts

o

Tax Planning

o

Business Start-up Specialist

o

Business Planning & Support

o

Compliance / Disputes with HMRC

o

Mentoring

o

VAT Returns

o

Payroll Services
Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements

Tel:

01763 852622

Mob:

07850 426325

Web: www.berryaccounts.co.uk
E-mail:

18

jim1berry@aol.com

shingaychurches.co.uk
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01767 263028
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Established over 30 years

01767 631716

07808367542

JORDAN
OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD
ESTABLISHED 1968
An Independent oil boiler
commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company
OFTEC Registered
Approved Service Company for
Grant UK
& other leading boiler manufacturers
All our vans carry a full range of
genuine boiler spares
Tel: 01438 355583
Mobile 07831 364607
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Fed up ith limescale and hard ater
Bani h he effec of hard a er from o r life fore er i h TOTAL SOFT WATER in Hi chin

Water So eners
Filters
Salt take a a or delivered

So ener servicing

repairs

Full equipment sho room ample parking
Authorised Kinetico supplier

For expert and friendly advice, please visit or call our fully equipped showroom (ample parking
Total Soft Water Ltd
1 0 Cambridge Road, Hitchin, SG 0JN

Tel: 01

2

43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW
01763 245000 or 01223 870440

www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk
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2 - www.totalso water.com

shingaychurches.co.uk
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CREAM TEAS
in aid of Church Funds

Sunday 5th September
2.30pm – 5pm
at
Hill House, 24 Cheyney Street, Steeple Morden
(home of David & Gilly McKee)

Tickets Adults £5 Children under 12 £2
from D &G McKee 852380 or
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