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Do you have memories of a teacher when you were at school, who inspired 
you? For me, it was Mr. Robson, who taught us English, although I was 
fortunate in having other memorable teachers as well. Mr. Robson had 
been a distinguished actor before taking up teaching, including work with 
The Royal Shakespeare Company. After retiring as a teacher, he returned 
for a while to acting, even playing a leading role at The National Theatre, 
when he stood in for Alec McCowen, who was indisposed through illness. 
In the classroom, Mr. Robson didn’t shy away from his acting days, playing 
all the parts as he read us “David Copperfield”. The school was on the 
flightpath to Heathrow, so very noisy planes, including Concorde, would 
regularly pass overhead. One day, when a particularly noisy one passed 
over, he pulled out an aerosol can from his desk, went over and opened 
the window, and boldly pointed it at the jumbo jet, as you might an 
annoying insect. Those humorous moments from school days stay with 
you, don’t they?  
 Other stories of eccentric teachers I have come across include 
"During an A-level lesson my teacher was struggling to draw a bird's wing 
to illustrate mechanics. He suddenly cleaned the blackboard and left the 
classroom without saying a word. A couple of minutes later he returned 
holding a live chicken — no idea where he got it — and proceeded with the 
lesson as if nothing odd was happening.” and "One time, my English 
teacher told us that he would have a substitute the next day. We came to 
class and, five minutes after the bell, he showed up in a giant fur coat, a 
fake mustache, a fur hat, and was speaking in a thick Russian accent. He 
was pretending to be a dead Russian author and the skit went on for 30 
minutes until his mustache started falling off." 
 It was a pleasure before Christmas to play a small role in a short 
film shot by a class at Steeple Morden School. It was all about some 
children finding out about the true meaning of Christmas. It was a very 
creative idea by the class teacher, and I have no doubt the children 
involved will remember it for many years hence. 
 Thank God for our teachers, I say. 

 Shamus Williams 
    

Rector’s Letter Shamus Williams 
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St Mary’s, Guilden Morden 
Nov 4th In loving memory of Mick Best on what would have been his 
 89th birthday, from Dorothy. RIP 
Nov 28th In memory of Hilda Williams RIP 
Dec 14th   For Niles Beadman’s 26th birthday 
Dec 23rd For the 27th Wedding Anniversary of John & Philippa Edge 
Dec 26th   In memory of George and Kathleen Pratt RIP 
Dec 28th  In memory of Kenneth and little Andrew Pratt RIP 
Jan 6th   Congratulations to David Stephenson on his 90th birthday 
Jan 13th In memory of Mary Vander Borght on the day of her funeral 
If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys 
853217.

St Catherine’s, Litlington 
Dec 11th   for Lisenna Carter RIP – miss you always, Mum.  
 Love Sonia xx. 
Dec 24th  Christmas Eve 
Dec 25th  To celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 
Dec 31st  New Year’s Eve 
Jan 1st  To celebrate the beginning of a new year. 
Jan 3rd  For Sheila Allen RIP – loved by all her family. 
Jan 5th  In memory of Florence Cannadine RIP on the anniversary of 
 her death and Hilda Williams RIP on her birthday – Mothers  
 of Robin and Linda Williams. 
Jan 17th  To celebrate the birthday of Audrey Newman with love from  
 her family. 
Jan 31st Treasured memories of Bill Newman RIP. 
If you would like the lights switched on, please contact Pam Sharp 
852425 or John Jenner 242127. The cost is still only £5.

Floodlight Diary 
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St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 
Dec 17th In memory of Sam Clarke RIP, a much loved grandson 
Dec 21st In loving memory of Vincent & John Merrill RIP  
Dec 22nd In loving memory of William & Eva Merrill RIP 
Dec 24th In memory of Kath Lunness RIP,  
 also Frank & Murel Huffer RIP 
Dec 26th In memory of Ian Newman RIP, a much love husband, son  
 and brother 
Dec 27th In memory of Vera Shepherd RIP, a much loved mother  
 and grandmother 
Jan 9th In loving memory of Kathleen Goddard RIP 
Feb 20th In loving memory of Stan Clarke RIP on his birthday, dearly 
 missed by all the family 
If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact 
David or Gilly McKee 852380.

Floodlight Diary 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
It was disappointing that, for a second year, we were unable to hold a Carol 
Service in Church on Christmas Eve at 4.30pm. A lot of work was carried 
out to prepare for the service in the churchyard. The sound was relayed 
outside, the path was lined with lights, fairy lights were put around a grave 
so that people did not trip on it in the dark and a large light was put in a 
tree opposite the porch. Then it rained hard! The people — just over 100 — 
of Litlington turned up warmly clad with torches and umbrellas. Standing in 
the rain they sang Carols and heard the Christmas story in Bible readings. 
The service was live streamed on Litlington Live with a congregation of 26 
“live” and more later. At the close of the service donations totalling £681.50 
were made to Jimmy’s Night Shelter in Cambridge. We were sorry not to 
offer our usual pre Christmas hospitality of mulled wine and mince pies but 
hope to do so in 2022. PJS

St Catherine’s Church News 
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THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY HOUSE BOX COLLECTION 
I would like to give a large THANK YOU to all the people who made a 
donation to The Children’s Society by having a House Box throughout last 
year.  The collection raised £325.35 for the society!  The money will be 
used to improve the lives of young people and help this generation have a 
happier, safer childhood. If you would like to have a House Box or find out 
more please give me a ring. Thank you again. 

Janice Cook  852243 

A further £52 was collected at the Christingle Service on December 12th 
2021. 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL – CONGRATULATIONS! 
It was a glorious, bumper Christmas Tree Festival in November. Sincere 
congratulations and thanks go to everyone concerned – to those of you 
who designed and decorated amazing trees, to everyone who helped 
steward and produce cakes and refreshments and to everyone who came 
to admire. There were 33 trees which is our record to date. Will we beat it 
this year? 

CHRISTMAS TOYS & CLOTHES 
There was, as usual, a wonderful response to the request for toys and 
clothes for the under fives in Refuges before Christmas.  Thank you!  We 
have received the following letter from our Mothers’ Union contact: 

“A big thank-you to all the generous people in and around Steeple 
Morden who gave toys and clothes to the less fortunate people in the 
Refuges this Christmas. Your gifts are greatly appreciated. With best 
wishes, Maureen Haigh” 

CAFE CHURCH  
In view of the present Covid situation it has been decided, with regret, that 
there will be no Cafe Church in February. This will be reviewed regularly. 

St Mary’s Church News 

St Peter and St Paul’s Church News 
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Ashwell's Famous Flea Market 

Saturday 5 March 2022 from 9.30 - 1.00pm 

Free Entry 

Tea and Coffee will be available 

"All sorts of weird and wonderful things for sale"

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL SERVICE 
Christmas Eve Carol Service at Steeple Morden was very different this 
year: a shortened version of our usual Nine Lessons & Carols held outside. 

Carols played on a keyboard from the porch in front of a twinkling 
Christmas Tree added to the festive feel despite some rain. Lanterns 
dotted the churchyard and local houses lit candles in their windows. Four 
lessons were read by young people and about 100 people joined us to 
sing.  

Thank you to everyone who helped set everything up and to those whose 
came.  We collected over £200 for the Children’s Society. 
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A10 Melbourn By-Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6DF   
Tel:  01763 260418

Email: customerservices@ewpepper.co.uk
www.burylanefarmshop.co.uk  

Food Hall

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Delicatessen

Butchery

Fishmongers

Gift Hall

Children’s Fun Barn and 
Summer Beach 

Café 

Garden Shop

Seasonal Home Grown 
Asparagus & Strawberries

Fresh Flowers 
incl Home Grown

Christmas Shop (Oct-Dec)

Large Free Car Park

Independent 
and Family Run

Open 7 Days a Week

Located directly off the A1198 near Arrington, SG8 0AG | Open 7 days a week | 01223 208194ALL YOU NEED FOR YOUR GARDEN, THROUGH ALL THE SEASONS

Located directly off the A1198 near Arrington, SG8 0AG | Open 7 days a week | 01223 208194  

www.arringtongardencentre.co.uk | manager@arringtongardencentre.com

UK and home grown veg plants, herbs, bedding, herbaceous perennials, shrubs and trees

Large range of flower, fruit and vegetable seeds

Specialist composts, mulches, garden aggregates and grits

Arrington Garden Centre
Come and visit our friendly team for expert advice!
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Established over 30 years

	 01767 631716    	 07808367542
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Smarties Preschool 
‘GOOD’ OFSTED INSPECTION 2018 

We have places available from Age 2  

To Book your Place:  01763 852888 
smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden 
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 

We also run a Breakfast, Afterschool & Holiday Club too! (Age 3+) 
      

COME AND SEE OUR FANTASTIC FOREST SCHOOL  
& OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 

Charity Commission Number: 1031476 Ofsted Registration: EY434661

Smarties Breakfast & Afterschool Club 
For children aged 3-14 

7.45am-8.50am 
3.10pm-6.00pm 

 Bookings: 
01763 852888 or smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street 
Steeple Morden 

www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 
Please feel free to contact us to come and look around. 

Available to children from all local areas,  
open 48 weeks of the year. 

WE ALSO HAVE A FANTASTIC OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 
& USE OF THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND  

http://www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
mailto:smartiesmanager@gmail.com
http://www.smartiespreschool.co.uk


9

Front of House, Weekend Housekeeping, Bar, Overnight Staff

South Farm  Shingay-cum-Wendy  Royston  Cambridgeshire  SG8 OHR      
www.south-farm.co.uk

South Farm is the leading venue in the county for Weddings and  
Special Occasions and we are looking to add more key members to our team.  
With over 200 weddings and large events this year, our appeal is the idyllic 

country setting, superlative homegrown food and fantastic planning and service. 

Front of House, Weekend Housekeeping, Bar & Overnight Staff 
If you are over 18, local, with good work ethics and looking  

for part-time or full-time work then please get in touch. 
Flexible hours, including shifts to fit around other commitments,  

college hours or childcare. Pay dependant on age and experience.  
Please send CV’s to becky@south-farm.co.uk   
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6th February (4 before Lent)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Morning Prayer

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

13th February (3 before Lent)
9.30am Litlington Parish Communion

10.00am Abington Pigotts Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden All-Age Worship

10.45am Steeple Morden Parish Communion

20th February (2 before Lent)
8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion (PB)

9.30am Litlington Parish Communion

9.45am Steeple Morden Family Service

11.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion (United 
Service)

27th February (Next before Lent)
10.00am Litlington Group Communion

2nd March (Ash Wed)
6.00pm Steeple Morden Holy Communion

 Calendar  of 
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  Services  
6th March (Lent 1)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Morning Prayer

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

Changes to this list may be needed at short notice. Please see 
church notice boards and www.shingaychurches.co.uk
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com 
Guilden Morden Congregational Church 

www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com  
February 2022 

Wed 2nd  9.00am-11.00am 
Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers 

Sun 6th   10.30am 
Café style service. Come and join us 
for croissants and coffee in our 
relaxed style of worship. All welcome 

Mon 7th   10.30am 
Men’s Guild – in the Schoolroom, 
this week including a talk on the 
engineering that keeps Ashwell 
springs flowing 

Wed 9th   9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers 

Sun 13th   11.00am Joint service at Litlington 
Wed 16th  9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 

toddlers 
Sun 20th   Time TBA Joint service at St Mary’s  
Wed 23rd   9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 

toddlers 
Sun 27th   10.30am Communion Service in the Chapel  

Thanks to your generosity, the collection during the Christmas Eve 
candle-light service raised £235.52, which has now been donated to 

the British Red Cross 

Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 8.00pm.  
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com  

Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities contact 
 Gerry Watkins 01763 852869   
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Litlington Congregational Church 

You will receive a warm welcome at our Sunday services which commence at 
11.00 am unless shown otherwise. 
FEBRUARY 
Sun 6th  Mrs Sandra Galton 
Sun 
13th  Reverend Adrian Burr 
Sun 
20th  Reverend Angus McCormick 
Sun 
27th 10.30am * Mr Tony Frost 

 
*    To be held at Guilden Morden Congregational Church, Pound 
Green, Guilden Morden, SG8 0JZ 
Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. 
The 7.4 X 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and a 
separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. Chairs 
and tables available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals 
and up to 45 for meetings and buffets.  
 
Contact :- litcchurch@aol.com 
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Specialists in made to measure window coverings:

Beautifully made and locally produced Curtains and Roman Blinds

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and Aluminium Venetian Blinds

Plantation shutters and Awnings

Experts in home automated motorised solutions

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.

FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre, 

Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399

www.sageblinds.co.uk

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm
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Mobility Assistance 
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by ‘Wheels for 
Martin’s Friends’, which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia 
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in 
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.  
 The Trustees of the ‘Wheels for Martin’s Friends’ charity would like to hear 
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or mobility 
aid. Call Peter Furmston 852125 or Heather Watts 852727 for further information. 

Personal care and attention 24 hours  
a day by local caring, qualified staff 

 
All types of funeral 

 
Memorials 

 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 
 

Kingfisher House 
Fish Hill  ROYSTON   SG8 9LB 

T: 01763 242375 
E: enquiries@newlingsofroyston.co.uk 

 

 

www.newlingsofroyston.co.uk 

 
BERRY ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

Litlington 
 

Offering a friendly personal service for small 
businesses 

 

o Self Assessment Tax Returns 
o Annual Accounts 
o Tax Planning 
o Business Start-up Specialist 
o Business Planning & Support 
o Compliance / Disputes with HMRC 
o Mentoring 
o VAT Returns  
o Payroll Services 
 

Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements 
 

Tel:                     01763 852622 
 Mob:                   07850 426325 
Web:   www.berryaccounts.co.uk 
E-mail:        jim1berry@aol.com 
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01767 263028

19,000

01449 781210
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JORDAN 
OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD 

ESTABLISHED 1968 

An Independent oil boiler 
commissioning,  

servicing & breakdown company 

OFTEC Registered 
Approved Service Company for  

Grant UK  
& other leading boiler manufacturers 

All our vans carry a full range of  
genuine boiler spares 

Tel: 01438 355583  
 Mobile 07831 364607 
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ZZZ�VLJPD-RIILFH�QHW 

*HW�\RXU�RZQ�,7�6XSSRUW�'HSW����&DOO�-������������� 
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4 7XUERFKDUJH�\RXU�3&��JHW�RXU�66'�KDUG�GULYH�XSJUDGH��XS�WR�[���)DVWHU��� 
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&RPSXWHU�VXSSRUW�IRU�KRPH�	�EXVLQHVV 
With a personal touch 
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43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW 
01763 245000 or 01223 870440 

www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk 
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk 

 

 

For expert and friendly advice, please visit or call our fully equipped showroom (ample parking) 

Total Soft Water Ltd 

130 Cambridge Road, Hitchin, SG4 0JN 

Tel: 01462 455772 - www.totalsoftwater.com 

Fed up with limescale and hard water? 

Banish the effects of hard water from your life forever with TOTAL SOFT WATER in Hitchin 

 

• Water Softeners 
• Filters 
• Salt (take away or delivered) 
• Softener servicing & repairs 
• Fully equipment showroom (ample parking) 
• Authorised Kinetico supplier 
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