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At the time of writing, Covid rates locally remain high.  For this reason, at 
churches where carol services have packed out congregations (Abington 
Pigotts, Litlington and Steeple Morden), it seems wise to me to see how 
things look in December.  If things don’t look too good, possibly we will try 
to hold these outside at an earlier time of day.  Singing is one of the most 
hazardous things in terms of virus transmission, so singing carols inside is 
not necessarily going to be a good idea. 
 On a happier note, nothing is going to prevent us celebrating the 
true meaning of Christmas, carol services or no carol services.   
 Christmas now seems to be on two levels: the commercial, 
religiously meaningless winter festival detached from the story of the birth 
of Jesus, and the infinitely deeper, life-giving real meaning of Christmas.  I 
know which I prefer.  It’s a bit like the old Christmas song, “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas”, said by some to have been written in a sort of code at 
a time when Catholics were persecuted and had to be very careful what 
they said about faith.   
"On the First day of Christmas my true love gave to me, a partridge in a 
pear tree," symbolising God (true love) and Jesus Christ (the partridge). 
Second day: Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
Third day: Three French hens represented the three gifts of faith, hope and 
love. 
Fourth day: Calling birds were the four gospels. 
Fifth day: Five golden rings were the Books of Moses. 
Sixth day: Geese a-laying stands for the six days of creation. 
Seventh day: Swans a-swimming were the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Eighth day: Maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
Ninth day: Ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit such as 
love, peace and kindness. 
Tenth day: Lords a-leaping represent the 10 Commandments. 
Eleventh day: Pipers piping were the 11 faithful apostles. 
Twelfth day: Twelve drummers drumming represented the points of the 
Apostles Creed. 

 Happy Christmas.      
Shamus Williams 

Rector’s Letter Shamus Williams 
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  St Mary’s, Guilden Morden 
Oct 21st In loving memory of Linda Davies on the 3rd anniversary.  
 RIP 
Oct 31st Remembering Linda Davies on her birthday RIP 
Nov 4th In loving memory of Nick Best on what would have been his 
 89th birthday, from Dorothy. RIP 
If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys 
853217.

St Catherine’s, Litlington 
Nov 9th For Sheila Robinson RIP – you are forever in our thoughts, 
  Mum, we love you always. from your family x 
If you would like the lights switched on, please contact Pam Sharp 
852425 or John Jenner 242127. The cost is still only £5.

St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 
Nov 13-16th The lights shine in remembrance of John Hornbrook who  
 died a year ago and dearly missed by his family & friends  
Nov 16th In loving memory of Ian Symington RIP 
Dec 17th In memory of my beloved grandson Sam Clarke on his  
 birthday, Nan 
Christmas In loving memory of Kath Lunness RIP and Frank & Muriel  
     Eve Huffer RIP 
If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact 
David or Gilly McKee 852380.

Floodlight Diary 
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Cafe in the Church 
Serving from 9am to 11.30am on Fridays during term time. 

April dates: 26th 

We serve coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
bacon baps, cakes, fruit, biscuits.  

Everyone, 0-100 years is welcomed.  
Children’s activities. 

Do come and join us and have a chat too!

CAFE CHURCH  
We are back!  

Café Church will be open for business as usual on 

 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th November. 

Everyone is welcome. 

If you are able to volunteer to help from time to time we would 
be delighted. 

Please ring Gilly (852380) or Anne (853490)
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Last month I made some suggestions for suitable trees to grow for the 
“Queen’s Green Canopy - Plant a tree for the Jubilee”. So, I thought it 
might be useful to write about how to incorporate trees into a garden 
scheme. It’s a good idea when planting trees to think about what to plant 
with them, though some look perfect on their own as a focal point, just 
surrounded by lawn or a wildflower meadow. But such a tree needs to be 
something special and provide interest throughout the year to earn this 
prominent place. I hesitate to suggest a silver birch because they are 
almost too popular, yet varieties such as Betula utilis var. jacquemontii  
‘Grayswood Ghost’, which has one of the whitest stems, looks too 
amazing not to mention.  
 I like to underplant trees with bulbs such as snowdrops, winter 
aconites or wood anemones because they add interest, without being 
labour intensive. They can be planted as random clumps or in a distinct 
circle surrounding the tree, forming a beautiful carpet of colour to cheer up 
a grey spring day. And they will come up year after year and increase in 
numbers if they like the soil conditions. The bulbs need not only be those 
that flower in the early months of the year. Crocus sativus, cyclamen and 
colchicums are all fascinating autumn flowering bulbs that will liven up the 
otherwise difficult to manage spot underneath a tree, especially at a time 
when many herbaceous plants are dying down.  Crocus sativus is the 
saffron crocus, whose bright red stigmas (three pointed strands which 
poke out from the middle of the pale lilac flower) can be collected, dried 
and used in cooking. It’s a favourite spice in Middle Eastern food. But be 
careful not to confuse them with colchicums though, as the latter are 
poisonous.   
 Alliums are good companion plants for apple trees because they 
ward off pests and diseases such as wood borers and scab. This family of 
bulbs includes chives, leeks, garlic, ransomes, as well as the ornamental 
Dutch alliums – Allium hollandicum. ‘Purple Sensation’, Allium ‘cristophii’ 
and Allium sphaerocephalon. Growing bulbs in the grass around trees also 
weakens the competitive nature of grass, making it easier for a young tree 
to take hold.  
 The use of neatly clipped evergreen shrubs can complement the 
shape of a deciduous tree such as a flowering cherry, especially in winter. 

In the Garden   Yasmeen Brigstocke 
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Box or Euonymus japonica make good geometric shapes, such as spheres 
or cubes, and tolerate the low light levels under the tree canopy in the 
summer.   
 Trees can also be used as supports for climbers, especially in an 
informal woodland situation.  A climbing rose or clematis trained into the 
midst of a tree such as a magnolia can extend its attractiveness through 
the summer; the beautiful display of magnolia flowers will have finished by 
the time the climbers begin to flower. Be careful not to choose a very 
vigorous variety of clematis or rose to avoid swamping their host. And plant 
the climbers away from the stem of the tree to avoid too much competition.  
 Lastly, you could consider planting a Christmas tree to decorate 
outside, year after year!  

In the Garden (cont.)   Yasmeen Brigstocke 

20th January 2022 
Games, Quiz evening with nibbles  

17th February  
Annual General Meeting followed by 

Bring & Buy Stall 

17th March 
Members Meeting  

(members organise to give 
committee a night off) 

Everyone is welcome. If anyone 
wishes to join an event, please 

contact Joyce on 01763 852087.
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Afternoon Tea 

Sunday 12th December 

Litlington Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12pm-1:30 or 2pm-3:30 

£8 adults / £5 children 

 

Proceeds to Litlington Pre-School 

Tickets: 07969 382233 (Hailey) 
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Smarties Preschool 
‘GOOD’ OFSTED INSPECTION 2018 

We have places available from Age 2  

To Book your Place:  01763 852888 
smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden 
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 

We also run a Breakfast, Afterschool & Holiday Club too! (Age 3+) 
      

COME AND SEE OUR FANTASTIC FOREST SCHOOL  
& OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 

Charity Commission Number: 1031476 Ofsted Registration: EY434661

Smarties Breakfast & Afterschool Club 
For children aged 3-14 

7.45am-8.50am 
3.10pm-6.00pm 

 Bookings: 
01763 852888 or smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street 
Steeple Morden 

www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 
Please feel free to contact us to come and look around. 

Available to children from all local areas,  
open 48 weeks of the year. 

WE ALSO HAVE A FANTASTIC OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 
& USE OF THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND  

mailto:smartiesmanager@gmail.com
http://www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
http://www.smartiespreschool.co.uk
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Front of House, Weekend Housekeeping, Bar, Overnight Staff

South Farm  Shingay-cum-Wendy  Royston  Cambridgeshire  SG8 OHR      
www.south-farm.co.uk

South Farm is the leading venue in the county for Weddings and  
Special Occasions and we are looking to add more key members to our team.  
With over 200 weddings and large events this year, our appeal is the idyllic 

country setting, superlative homegrown food and fantastic planning and service. 

Front of House, Weekend Housekeeping, Bar & Overnight Staff 
If you are over 18, local, with good work ethics and looking  

for part-time or full-time work then please get in touch. 
Flexible hours, including shifts to fit around other commitments,  

college hours or childcare. Pay dependant on age and experience.  
Please send CV’s to becky@south-farm.co.uk   
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church Diary 
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com Guilden Morden Congregational Church 

December 2021 

Sun 5th   10.30am 
Café style service. Come and join us 
for croissants and coffee in our 
relaxed style of worship. All welcome 

Mon 6th   10.30am Men’s Guild – in the Schoolroom, 
followed by Xmas lunch 

Wed 8th   9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers 

Sun 12th   16.30pm Carol Service at Litlington 
Wed 15th  9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 

toddlers 
Sun 19th   10.30pm Joint service with St Mary’s in the 

Chapel 
Wed 22nd   9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 

toddlers 

Fri 24th  16.30pm 

Carols by Candlelight.  Join us for 
carols and a showing of “Our 
Christmas Story”, the film we have 
been making with the children from 
the Sunday Club.  And stay on for 
mulled wine and mince pies. 

January 
Sun 2nd    10.30am Café style service 

Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 8.00pm.  
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com  

Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities contact 
 Gerry Watkins 01763 852869   
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Litlington Congregational Church 

You will receive a warm welcome at our Sunday services which 
commence at 11.00 am unless shown otherwise. 

DECEMBER 
Sun 5th  Mr Frank Pearson 
Sun 12th  Christmas Carol Service 

Mr John Iles 
Sun 19th  Mr Michael Resta-Tutor from All 

Nations Christian College Ware 
Sun 26th  No service 
Sun 2nd  Mr Peter Shoard 

Sun 9th  
Ecumenical Service 
Canon Shamus Williams and Mr Tony 
Frost 

Sun 16th  Mr Mike Birrell 
Sun 23rd  Reverend John Whittle 
Sun 30th 10.30am* Mr Tony Frost  
* To be held at Guilden Morden Congregational Church, Pound 
Green, Guilden Morden, SG8 0JZ 

Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary 
donation. The 7.4 X 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and 
a separate kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. 
Chairs and tables available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for 
meals and up to 45 for meetings and buffets.  
 
Contact :- litlingtoncchurch@aol.com 
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5th December (Advent 2)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Morning Prayer

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

12th December (Advent 3)
8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion(PB)

9.30am Litlington Parish Communion

9.45am Steeple Morden Morning Prayer

3.00pm Guilden Morden Christingle Service

19th December (Advent 4)
9.30am Litlington Parish Communion

10.00am Steeple Morden Nativity service

10.30am Guilden Morden United Service in Chapel

4.30pm Guilden Morden Carol Service

6.00pm Abington Pigotts Carol Service (*see note)

24th December (Christmas Eve)
4.30pm Steeple Morden Carol Service (*see note)

4.30pm Litlington Carol Service (*see note)

11.30pm Litlington Group Midnight 
Communion

*Note:  Carol Services as indicated will only take place at Abington 
Pigotts, Litlington and Steeple Morden if deemed safe at the time. A 
possibility is having the service outdoors, in which case the time of the 
service may change.  Please see church notice boards nearer the time.

 Calendar  of 
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  Services  
25th December (Christmas Day)
8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion

9.45am Steeple Morden Parish Communion

9.45am Litlington Parish Communion

11.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

26th December (St. Stephen)
11.00am Guilden Morden Holy Communion  (PB) 

(said)

2nd January (observed as Epiphany)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion( PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Morning Prayer

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

9th January (Baptism of Christ)
10.30am Litlington Chapel Ecumenical Service

16th January (Epiphany 2)
8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion (PB)

9.30am Litlington Parish Communion

9.45am Steeple Morden Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

23rd January (Epiphany 3)
10.00am Steeple Morden Group Communion for all 

parishes
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30th January (Epiphany 4)
10.00am Guilden Morden Group Communion for all 

parishes

6th February (4 before Lent)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Morning Prayer

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion

Calendar  of Services (cont) 

  
C gs – Communities of Guilden Social 

 Christmas Launch Party  

  Tuesday 14th December.  

By invitation only 

Tickets £3 

Numbers limited due to our Covid policy. 

If you are interested in attending, please call: 

Pauline Robbins 01763 852798 or 

Email: pauline.robbins@btinternet.com 
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Christmas 
at Bury Lane

A10 Melbourn Bypass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6DF  01763 260418
customerservices@burylanefarmshop.co.uk

www.burylanefarmshop.co.uk
FOOD HALL & CELLAR • BUTCHERS & FISHMONGERS • BRITISH ARTISAN CHEESE COUNTER, DELICATESSEN & BAKERY • FRESH FRUIT, VEGETABLES & FLOWERS 

HAMPERS • GIFT HALL • GARDEN SHOP • FARM SHOP CAFE • HOME GROWN PRODUCE • CHRISTMAS SHOP

All events and times are subject to Government guidelines, see our social media for up to date information

Christmas Lunch in 
our Farm Shop Cafe

Available on Tuesday 14th, Sunday 19th 
and Tuesday 21st December, 12noon - 

3pm (or until sold out) £15.95 per person 
We regret bookings cannot be made

Late Night Shopping
We are open until 8pm on Thursdays 2nd, 

9th, 16th & 23rd December
See our social media and website for 

Christmas Opening Hours

Christmas Shop & 
Christmas Trees

Visit our magical Christmas Shop 
for decorations, lights and artifi cial 

trees.  Fresh cut, potted and pot grown 
Christmas trees & fresh wreaths from late 

November

 A Taste of Christmas  
Thursday 2nd December, 12 noon until 7pm

No tickets required, just drop in and meet our suppliers

Orders welcomed for Turkeys, Meat, Fish, 
Cheese, Deli, Fruit, Veg & Hampers 

 Superb selection of Gifts, Food & Drink 



shingaychurches.co.uk 17



18

 

Specialists in made to measure window coverings:

Beautifully made and locally produced Curtains and Roman Blinds

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and Aluminium Venetian Blinds

Plantation shutters and Awnings

Experts in home automated motorised solutions

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.

FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre, 

Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399

www.sageblinds.co.uk

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm



shingaychurches.co.uk 19

Mobility Assistance 
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by ‘Wheels for 
Martin’s Friends’, which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia 
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in 
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.  
 The Trustees of the ‘Wheels for Martin’s Friends’ charity would like to hear 
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or mobility 
aid. Call Peter Furmston 852125 or Heather Watts 852727 for further information. 

Personal care and attention 24 hours  
a day by local caring, qualified staff 

 
All types of funeral 

 
Memorials 

 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 
 

Kingfisher House 
Fish Hill  ROYSTON   SG8 9LB 

T: 01763 242375 
E: enquiries@newlingsofroyston.co.uk 

 

 

www.newlingsofroyston.co.uk 

 
BERRY ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

Litlington 
 

Offering a friendly personal service for small 
businesses 

 

o Self Assessment Tax Returns 
o Annual Accounts 
o Tax Planning 
o Business Start-up Specialist 
o Business Planning & Support 
o Compliance / Disputes with HMRC 
o Mentoring 
o VAT Returns  
o Payroll Services 
 

Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements 
 

Tel:                     01763 852622 
 Mob:                   07850 426325 
Web:   www.berryaccounts.co.uk 
E-mail:        jim1berry@aol.com 
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01767 263028

19,000

01449 781210
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Established over 30 years

	 01767 631716    	 07808367542



JORDAN 
OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD 

ESTABLISHED 1968 

An Independent oil boiler 
commissioning,  

servicing & breakdown company 

OFTEC Registered 
Approved Service Company for  

Grant UK  
& other leading boiler manufacturers 

All our vans carry a full range of  
genuine boiler spares 

Tel: 01438 355583  
 Mobile 07831 364607 

 

,QIR#VLJPD-RIILFH�QHW 
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4 1HZ�3&V�	�/DSWRSV��06�2IILFH�DQG�:LQGRZV����DGYLFH 

4 7XUERFKDUJH�\RXU�3&��JHW�RXU�66'�KDUG�GULYH�XSJUDGH��XS�WR�[���)DVWHU��� 
4 3URWHFWLRQ�IRU�\RXU�GDWD�DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�RQOLQH� 

4 6HUYLFLQJ��UHSDLUV�	�XSGDWHV�DW�VHQVLEOH�SULFHV 
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4 1HWZRUNV�IRU�KRPH�RU�EXVLQHVV��:KROH�KRPH�:L)L� 

4 92,3�-�³,QWHUQHW´�WHOHSKRQH�V\VWHPV 

&RPSXWHU�VXSSRUW�IRU�KRPH�	�EXVLQHVV 
With a personal touch 
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43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW 
01763 245000 or 01223 870440 

www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk 
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk 

 

 

For expert and friendly advice, please visit or call our fully equipped showroom (ample parking) 

Total Soft Water Ltd 

130 Cambridge Road, Hitchin, SG4 0JN 

Tel: 01462 455772 - www.totalsoftwater.com 

Fed up with limescale and hard water? 

Banish the effects of hard water from your life forever with TOTAL SOFT WATER in Hitchin 

 

• Water Softeners 
• Filters 
• Salt (take away or delivered) 
• Softener servicing & repairs 
• Fully equipment showroom (ample parking) 
• Authorised Kinetico supplier 
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THANK YOU  

GM CHURCH GRASS 
2022 ROTA FOR ST MARY’S 

WANTED 
VOLUNTEERS FOR GRASS CUTTING 

 
 
 
We are very proud of our village church and all the 
support we get to keep it in great condition. As a 
focal point in the community, we rely on volunteers 
to maintain the grass, the more people that help the 
easier it becomes. Sadly, some of our long service 
volunteers are moving away from the village or are 
physically not able to continue. We need more help. 
 
All the equipment and fuel are provided by the 
Parish Council, so all we need is your time, just once a 
year. 
 
The Rota covers an 8-month period March to 
October, so we can accommodate any time that 
suits your availability. 
 
If you would like to volunteer, or need more details, 
please contact Pat Heavey 

As the season ends for 
another year, a big thank 

you to all our great 
volunteers supporting this 

community effort. 

 HOWEVER 
WE NEED MORE 

HELP 

  

   

 

 

 

If you can spare some time 
just once a year, it will make 
a great difference 
 
Leave a message  
Tel: 853870  
Email:  
pheaveyj17@gmail.com 


