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After 27 years serving you all and our Group of Churches in Abington 
Pigotts, Guilden Morden, Litlington, Steeple Morden, Tadlow, and Wendy, 
it’s going be strange not having Canon Shamus Williams here with us 
anymore.  He most definitely will be hugely missed, and leaves behind a 
Shamus-sized gap in our villages. I’m also sure, like me, you wish him the 
very best in his retirement which, after so long, is so thoroughly deserved. 
  We are therefore now in “vacancy”, what used to be called “an 
interregnum” - which means we don’t have an incumbent or Priest-in-
charge in our Church Group.    
  During this time, we are asked to reflect on what direction we want 
to take our churches moving forward: how we want to do things in future; 
how we can be involved in our community; how we can realise God’s love 
in our actions as “the local church”.   
  This is also a time for Ely Diocese and our local Shingay Deanery 
to consider how we are to be configured as a Church Group in the future.  
Whatever they decide, right now we have an opportunity to explore our 
God-given gifts and our preparedness to use them. 
  We hope to be able to continue with Sunday Services as usual 
however with fewer of us, times may vary so please check each week.  
There may also be times when the type of service you are used to has 
changed depending on who is available on the day or whether we have 
managed to find a visiting priest to help.  Other activities run by church 
members can be expected to continue as usual. 
   I will continue to offer what I can in the time available. You may or 
may not know that I work full-time at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  My day in 
the parishes will continue to be every Tuesday. I will be leading Morning 
Prayer (a 20-minute service) most Tuesday mornings at 10:00am in St 
Catherine’s Church, Litlington. Check on the Services pages for dates.  
Everyone and anyone are welcome to join me. I will remain in the church 
until at least 11:00am, so if you fancy a tea/coffee and chat, then come 

Letters from our Village Churches 
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along. I don’t live in the Group villages, so am less likely to know about 
those needing a pastoral visit or Home Communion. If either is wanted, 
please leave me a phone message or drop me an email (see details in 
front of this magazine) and I will get back to you. Again, planned visits will 
generally need to be on Tuesdays. 
   I hope to continue to offer baptisms (christenings) and weddings, 
but my weekend availability may limit possible dates. Please be aware that 
baptisms may need to be held as part of the regular Sunday Services. We 
can discuss your requirements when you contact me. 
  Funeral Services can continue in our churches but will probably 
need to be taken by a Licensed Lay Minister or visiting Priest.  The Funeral 
Director will help you with this. 
   Please, get in touch with me by email or phone if you have any 
queries. I will get back to you. If it’s urgent, email me and mark as “urgent”.  
I will call you back as quickly as I can. 
   I pray for God’s blessings and guidance as we move forward into 
this next chapter for our villages and churches. 

 Rev Ann Bol 
Associate Priest 

Shingay Group of Churches 

The person who puts “Prospect” together is Alex da Costa.  She will be 
standing down from this role soon, and I wanted to express my thanks to 
Alex on behalf of everyone who reads “Prospect”.  A long time ago, I did 
this job myself for a while, so I know from personal experience, it isn’t as 
easy as it might appear.  In fact, I can remember a bit of tearing my hair out 
trying to get things to fit properly!  So huge thanks, Alex, for all your hard 
work over the years, and your good sense of humour remains intact too! 

Shamus Williams 

Letters from our Village Churches 
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St Mary’s, Guilden Morden 
July 9th Remembering Doreen Mitchell on her birthday from her  
 friends. RIP 
July 16th Congratulations to Hugo and Holly Christie on their wedding 
 day. 
August 2nd Remembering Bill Davies on his birthday from all the family.  
 RIP 
August 28th Remembering Ivan Gentle on what would have been his  
 80th birthday. RIP 
If you would like the lights switched on please contact Cynthia Worboys 
853217.

St Catherine’s, Litlington 
If you would like the lights switched on, please contact Pam Sharp 
852425 or John Jenner 242127. The cost is still only £5.

St Peter & St Paul, Steeple Morden 
August 10th In memory of Jean Elliott RIP on her birthday  
If you would like the lights switched on (£5 per evening) please contact 
David or Gilly McKee 852380.

Floodlight Diary 

SAMPLE TEXT 
 St Mary’s church, Burghfield

Your local church is

Please contact

Join us and get sponsored to 
visit beautiful churches and 
chapels by bike, foot, horse or 
whatever way takes your fancy. 
All money raised will be shared 
between the Cambridgeshire 
Historic Churches Trust and your 
chosen church or chapel of any 
denomination and will help 
to repair and maintain these 
amazing buildings.

For more information visit www.camhct.uk 
or email r-s-treasurer@camhct.uk

Charity number 287486

Find out more at 
www.camhct.uk

Discover and support 
Cambridgeshire’s 
historic churches.

SEPT.
2022

Supported by the 
National Churches Tru� 

Charity Number 1119845

Join us and get sponsored to visit beautiful churches and chapels by bike, 
foot, horse or whatever way takes your fancy. All money raised will be 
shared between the Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust and your 

chosen church or chapel of any denomination and will help to repair and 
maintain these amazing buildings. For more information visit 

www.camhct.uk or email r-s-treasurer@camhct.uk 
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My gardening column in June was so well received (by at least two people 
from Steeple Morden) that Yasmeen has again entrusted the task to me. 
Apologies to those who prefer her more expert advice. 
  What a summer! No one surely can doubt that something strange 
is happening to our climate. Ten years ago I was a climate sceptic, 
unconvinced that anything dramatic was going to happen. When the 
Cambridge Botanic Garden planted a ‘dry’ garden to test what could 
survive were temperatures to increase, I was cynical as we were enduring 
occasional summers that were damp or cold.  
  Yet here we are, with eight of the hottest days on record taking 
place in that brief period. As you drive around the villages of 
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire, you are confronted by the sight of 
numerous fields blackened by fire. And there are increasing numbers of 
dead trees in the hedgerows. But what does this mean for the gardener? 
  This summer, we’ve seen runner bean flowers burnt by the sun, so 
that the crop from a row of hitherto healthy bean poles has been 
decimated; only a very few have produced anything edible. Nasturtiums, 
too, have simply been destroyed. Tomatoes in the green house whose 
leaves touched the glass have been shrivelled. Courgette and pumpkin 
plants have behaved abnormally; pumpkins have ripened prematurely and 
very small, and the courgettes simply haven’t grown for lack of water. One 
can only imagine the effect this has had on farmers dependent on crops 
which follow flowers.  
  There have been successes; aubergines, chillies and tomatoes 
have loved the hot weather, as have cucumbers and sweet corn, crops 
normally associated with warmer climes. The mild weather in the spring 
meant that apple, cherry and plum blossom avoided any frost and have 
set more fruit than usual, although some of the trees look unhappy for lack 
of hydration and the fruits might be smaller than usual. We are finding 
cannas and ginger lilies surviving the winter without additional protection. 
It is easy to see how, both in this country and across the world, an 
increase in temperature will affect both fruit and flower production. 
  How do we as gardeners deal with this? Inspired by the Cambridge 
experiment and by Beth Chatto’s dry gravel garden in Essex, Yasmeen 

In the Garden   Dominic Brigstocke 
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has planted a border on the south east side of the house entirely of plants 
adapted to dry conditions. With either thick, leathery leaves or thin tough 
ones, these can withstand the high temperatures without becoming 
dehydrated. And throughout this summer they have grown strongly with 
little attention and additional water. So, unless there’s a remarkable 
reversal in what seems to be a permanent increase in temperature, we’re 
going to have to adapt what we grow or learn to protect our plants in new 
ways. Previously traditional British crops like beans and apples may 
become difficult to grow without shade, but it might become easier to grow 
exotic crops such as peaches, lemons and apricots.  
  So, I’m no longer a climate sceptic, and no one seeing pictures of 
the shrinking Arctic ice can doubt that we’re in the middle of a sudden 
change in climate. We can all do our best to reduce our contribution to 
anything which is fuelling change, but as gardeners it looks as if we’re also 
going to have to quickly learn new methods and grow plants better adapted 
to periods of extremely hot dry weather. 

In the Garden (cont.)   Dominic Brigstocke 

Cafe in the Church 
Serving from 9am to 11.30am on Fridays during term time. 

May dates: 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th. 

We serve coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
bacon baps, cakes, fruit, biscuits.  

Everyone, 0-100 years is welcomed.  
Children’s activities. 

Do come and join us and have a chat too!

CAFE CHURCH 
Cafe Church will be re-starting with the  

new school term and will be from 9am to 11.30 
on the following Fridays - 

  
9th September 
16th September 
23rd September 
30th September 

  
Tea, coffee, home-made cakes and chat 

  
Everyone is welcome. 

shingaychurches.co.uk  5
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Steeple Morden Primary School 

Do you want to make a contribution to children’s education? 

We are currently looking for a new governor and associate governors, who do not have children at 
the school, to join our friendly governing body in September 2022.  Being a school governor is an 
important community role that supports the school and is a rewarding way of making a voluntary 
contribution to the lives of local children in education.   

We are particularly looking for someone with skills and experience in:  

• HR  
• finance  
• health & safety  

No knowledge of education is required, although useful. Enthusiasm and commitment are also key to 
any governor role. 

The Governing Board operates at a strategic level and is not involved in the day-to-day running of the 
school.  We are responsible for both the conduct of the school and for the promotion of high standards.   
The full Governing Body meets six times a year. There are also committee meetings, school visits, 
training, background reading and other requirements expected of governors. 

Steeple Morden School is a friendly community school with high standards and expectations, following 
a philosophy to ‘be brave, be kind, be the best you can be.’  It is a Church of England (voluntary 
controlled) school with approximately 180 pupils attending.   

If you think a governor role could be for you, then please contact Karenza Nutley 
(chair@smpsgovernor.co.uk) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEEPLE MORDEN HARVEST FESTIVAL and LUNCH 
 Sunday, 9th October 

  
Our Harvest Festival will be at 11am on 9th October and will be followed by 

lunch at 12.15.  This will be a bring-and-share again, with the option of 
contributing £4 if you prefer.  This is always a happy occasion, with an 

excellent lunch – we look forward to seeing you. 
  

Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like to come so that, if 
you are bringing food, we can discuss what you would like to bring. Please 

bring two plates, knife, fork and spoon, a glass and something to drink.   
Dry goods for donation to Jimmy’s can be brought to the service; if you are 

unable to be there on Sunday, leave them in the church on Saturday.   

Many thanks! Anne Hassall (853490) 
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Quiz with 
 Fish & Chip Supper 

Vegetarian or Gluten free options available 
Steeple Morden Village Hall 

Friday 7th October 7 for 7:30pm 
Tickets £15.00 each 

Please reserve in advance 
From Jill Hillman 01763 853400 or Sue Willey 01763 853975 

BYO Drinks and Glasses 
Tables of 8 preferred 

Early reservation of tables advised 
Prizes Raffle Christmas Cards 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Join us for a delicious lunch 
 

Friday 2nd September 
12:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

 
At 99 High St. Guilden Morden 

  
Tickets £8.00  

Jill Hillman 01763 853400   
Sue Willey 01763 853975 

or 
Cash on the door 
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The Mordens WI

We are a small, friendly group of ladies meeting on the third 
Thursday of the month in Guilden Morden Village Hall at 7.30 pm.  
We have a wide variety of activities to choose from and interesting 

speakers throughout the year.

In September Dr Margaret Ashwell will tell us about 
"Brief (embarrassing) encounters with Royals and others,” and 

in October we will hear from Ian Cummings -  
"From Tibet to the Tent - my Bake Off journey" 

If you would like to  join us, or to know about the Mordens WI, 
please contact Joyce on 01763 852087.  Transport can be 

arranged.

8 shingaychurches.co.uk
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- Half pg:  
 
 
 

 
 

ENJOY PILATES MAT WORK CLASSES in 
ARRINGTON, BALDOCK, BARKWAY, BUNTINGFORD,  

FOWLMERE, GUILDEN MORDEN, KELSHALL,  
STEEPLE MORDEN, THERFIELD & WHADDON 

 

For more details & bookings: 
WWW.BONFITNESSPILATES.CO.UK 
TEL/TEXT: LOUISE: 07867 675 389 

Pilates Foundation Teacher  
with over 10 years experience 

 

Improve your Posture, Breathe & Relax 
 
 

25+ STALLS
LOCAL FOOD, DRINK & CRAFTS

Breakfast, brunch & lunch available from the pub  

To book a market pitch for £10 call 07980 200005

Saturday 10th September - 10am to 1pm
The Three Tuns Guilden Morden

www.gmcpltd.com

Sponsored by

shingaychurches.co.uk  9
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You will receive a warm welcome at our Sunday services which 
commence at 11.00 am unless shown otherwise.

SEPTEMBER
Sun 4th 3.00pm # Songs of Praise-Mr Tony Frost

Sun 11th

Reverend Angus McCormick
Communion Service. Joined by 
Guilden Morden Congregational 
Church 

Sun 18th Mr David Freeman

Sun 25th
Mr Frank Pearson 
HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE

#   To be held at Shillington Congregational Church,47 Church 
Street,Shillington,Hitchin,SG5 3LJ 
Our hall is available for your meeting or event for a voluntary donation. 
The 7.4 X 5.7 metre room has an independent entrance and a separate 
kitchen, toilet, large lobby area, car park and garden. Chairs and tables 
available. It will accommodate up to 30 people for meals and up to 45 for 
meetings and buffets. Contact:- litcchurch@aol.com

Litlington Congregational Church 

10 shingaychurches.co.uk
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Guilden Morden Congregational Church
www.guildenmordencongregationalchurch.com

June 2022
Sun 4th 10.30am

Café style service.  Come and join 
us for croissants and coffee in our 
relaxed style of worship. All welcome

15.00pm Songs of Praise at Shillington led by 
Tony Frost

Mon 5th 10.30am Men’s Guild in the Schoolroom

Wed 7th 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 11th 11.00am Joint service at Litlington

Wed 14th 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 18th 11.00am Joint service at St Mary’s

Wed 21st 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Sun 25th 10.30am Communion service led by Fiona 
Davis

Wed 28th 9.00am-11.00am Mix and Match for parents and 
toddlers

Home group Zoom meetings Tuesdays 20.00pm.  
Contact Amanda for details, ajgenieman@gmail.com

Anyone wishing to book the rooms for social activities contact 
 Gerry Watkins 01763 852869

shingaychurches.co.uk  11
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4th September (Trinity 12)
8.30am Steeple Morden Parish Communion (PB)

8.30am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion *

9.30am Litlington Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden Parish Communion *

11th September (Trinity 13)
8.30am Wendy Parish Communion

9.45am Litlington Parish Communion

10.00am Abington Pigotts Family Service

10.00am Guilden Morden All-Age Worship

11.00am Steeple Morden Parish Communion

18th September (Trinity 14)
8:30am Wendy Parish Communion *

9.30am Litlington Parish Communion *

9.45am Steeple Morden Family Service

10:00am Abington Pigotts Parish Communion *

11.00am Guilden Morden United Communion * at St 
Mary's

25th September (Trinity 15)
10:00am Steeple Morden Group Communion

 Calendar  of 

12 shingaychurches.co.uk
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And Tuesdays

Morning Prayer at Litlington Church, 10:00am 
·       6th September 
·       13th September 
·       20th September 
·       27th September 
  
Come, join and have a chat 

Please see church notice boards in case of changes to this list.

*    =  Communion by extension

  Services  

shingaychurches.co.uk  13
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Established over 30 years

	 01767 631716    	 07808367542

14 shingaychurches.co.uk
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Smarties Preschool 
‘GOOD’ OFSTED INSPECTION 2018 

We have places available from Age 2  

To Book your Place:  01763 852888 
smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street, Steeple Morden 
www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 

We also run a Breakfast, Afterschool & Holiday Club too! (Age 3+) 
      

COME AND SEE OUR FANTASTIC FOREST SCHOOL  
& OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 

Charity Commission Number: 1031476 Ofsted Registration: EY434661

Smarties Breakfast & Afterschool Club 
For children aged 3-14 

7.45am-8.50am 
3.10pm-6.00pm 

 Bookings: 
01763 852888 or smartiesmanager@gmail.com 

Community Building, 7 Hay Street 
Steeple Morden 

www.smartiespreschool.co.uk 
Please feel free to contact us to come and look around. 

Available to children from all local areas,  
open 48 weeks of the year. 

WE ALSO HAVE A FANTASTIC OUTDOOR PLAY AREA 
& USE OF THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND  

shingaychurches.co.uk  15



shingaychurches.co.uk  1716

Front of House, Bar and Twilight Staff

South Farm  Shingay-cum-Wendy  Royston  Cambridgeshire  SG8 OHR      
www.south-farm.co.uk

South Farm is the leading venue in the county for Weddings and  
Special Occasions and we are looking to add more key members to our team.  
With over 200 weddings and large events this year, our appeal is the idyllic 

country setting, superlative homegrown food and fantastic planning and service. 

Front of House, Bar and Twilight Staff 

If you are over 18, local, with good work ethics and looking  
for part-time or full-time work then please get in touch. 

Flexible hours, including shifts to fit around other commitments,  
college hours or childcare. Pay dependant on age and experience.  

Please send CV’s to becky@south-farm.co.uk   

A10 Melbourn By-Pass, Melbourn, Royston, Herts SG8 6DF   Tel:  01763 260418
Email: customerservices@burylanefarmshop.co.uk  www.burylanefarmshop.co.uk and www.burylanefunbarn.co.uk

FOOD HALL • DELICATESSEN • BUTCHERS • FISHMONGERS • CAFÉ • GIFT HALL • GARDEN SHOP • FUN BARN

Your local, independent Farm Shop
Open 7 days a week, large free car park

Coming Soon...
• Fresh new look Bury Lane Farm Shop & Cafe
• PYO Pumpkins & Halloween Shop
• Houseplant Glasshouse Open Weekend

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

16 shingaychurches.co.uk
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43 High Street, Royston SG8 7AW 
01763 245000 or 01223 870440 

www.trademark-kitchens.co.uk 
info@trademark-kitchens.co.uk 

 

 

ALL YOU NEED FOR YOUR GARDEN, THROUGH ALL THE SEASONS

Located directly off the A1198 near Arrington, SG8 0AG | Open 7 days a week | 01223 208194  

www.arringtongardencentre.co.uk | manager@arringtongardencentre.com

...and much more!

Arrington Garden Centre
Come and visit our friendly team for expert advice!

NEW for 2022 - 

large selection of 

houseplants

Fill your garden with colour this summer 
British and home grown plants

Selection of water features, pots, containers and lights

Specialist composts, mulches, garden aggregates and grits

shingaychurches.co.uk  17
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Specialists in made to measure window coverings:

Beautifully made and locally produced Curtains and Roman Blinds

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and Aluminium Venetian Blinds

Plantation shutters and Awnings

Experts in home automated motorised solutions

FREE- NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS.

FIND US AT
Phillimore Garden Centre, 

Cambridge Road,
Melbourn. SG8 6EY
Tel: 01763 263399

www.sageblinds.co.uk

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm

shingaychurches.co.uk  19
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Mobility Assistance 
We have a folding wheelchair in St Mary’s Church, provided by ‘Wheels for 
Martin’s Friends’, which is available for short term loan. Please call Cynthia 
Worboys on 853217 if you need to borrow it. The Congregational Church in 
Guilden Morden also stores a chair for short term loan.  
 The Trustees of the ‘Wheels for Martin’s Friends’ charity would like to hear 
from anyone who needs help with obtaining a permanent wheelchair or mobility 
aid. Call Peter Furmston 852125 or Heather Watts 852727 for further information. 

Personal care and attention 24 hours  
a day by local caring, qualified staff 

 
All types of funeral 

 
Memorials 

 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
 
 

Kingfisher House 
Fish Hill  ROYSTON   SG8 9LB 

T: 01763 242375 
E: enquiries@newlingsofroyston.co.uk 

 

 

www.newlingsofroyston.co.uk 

 
BERRY ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

Litlington 
 

Offering a friendly personal service for small 
businesses 

 

o Self Assessment Tax Returns 
o Annual Accounts 
o Tax Planning 
o Business Start-up Specialist 
o Business Planning & Support 
o Compliance / Disputes with HMRC 
o Mentoring 
o VAT Returns  
o Payroll Services 
 

Contact Jim or Maeve to discuss your requirements 
 

Tel:                     01763 852622 
 Mob:                   07850 426325 
Web:   www.berryaccounts.co.uk 
E-mail:        jim1berry@aol.com 

 
 

20 shingaychurches.co.uk
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01767 263028

19,000

01449 781210

22 shingaychurches.co.uk
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JORDAN 
OIL BURNER SERVICES LTD 

ESTABLISHED 1968 

An Independent oil boiler 
commissioning,  

servicing & breakdown company 

OFTEC Registered 
Approved Service Company for  

Grant UK  
& other leading boiler manufacturers 

All our vans carry a full range of  
genuine boiler spares 

Tel: 01438 355583  
 Mobile 07831 364607 

 

Info@sigma-office.net 
The Village Hall, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts, SG7 5PJ 

www.sigma-office.net 

Get your own IT Support Dept    Call - 01462 742783 

4 New PCs & Laptops, MS Office and Windows 10 advice 

4 Turbocharge your PC, get our SSD hard drive upgrade, up to x10 Faster !! 
4 Protection for your data and your children online! 

4 Servicing, repairs & updates at sensible prices 
4 Quality equipment to suit your needs & budget 

4 Customer support; at home, telephone & online 
4 Website, domain and email hosting 
4 Networks for home or business. Whole home WiFi. 

4 VOIP - “Internet” telephone systems 

Computer support for home & business 
With a personal touch 

Authorised Reseller 
Reseller Partner 

shingaychurches.co.uk  23
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HORNE BUILDERS 

*Kitchens 
*Windows 
*Door hanging/adjustment 
*Gutters fitted/cleaned 
*Fencing & Gates 
*Shelves etc 
*All small jobs considered 

Please contact us with your 
building or carpentry needs. 

Call Dan on 07958 342821

24 shingaychurches.co.uk
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CREAM 
TEAS 

in aid of Church Funds 

Sunday 4th 
September 

2.30pm – 5pm 

at 

24 Cheyney Street, Steeple Morden, SG8 0LR 

(home of David & Gilly McKee) 

  

Tickets Adults  £5  Children under 12   £2 

from D & G McKee 852380 or On the Gate 


